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Wh9Het)er Answers io Quesiiotu are iupplied^ 
they are intended to asmt the InUructor — oi we 
before obterved^ he it to lead the Pupil to give the 
amwer. The refemneee to Scripture dUmU be 
carefully read. 
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PART II. 



In the early part of this little work, we offered 
examples of lessons chiefly designed for 
children: we here endeavour to give lessons 
for those of riper capacity. We venture to 
recommend such subjects to the consideration 
of young persons preparing for confirmation, 
and the sacrament of the Lord's Supper : — not 
that any of the lessons have been written with a 
direct view to this end, but we believe that the 
age in which young persons are usually con- 
firmed, is very susceptible of religious impres- 
sions I and the pious Mother or Instructor will 
gladly seize the opportunity of leading their 
mi' ., to meditate upon serious subjects. Pre- 
paration for these solemn occasions may have 
a most benefidal eflbct upon the heart : the in^ 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

fluence of a corrupt world will too probably 
effiice the immediate impression, but in the 
seasons of affliction which await all in their 
passage through life, its power maybe revived; 
the happiness tasted in an hour of solemn me- 
ditation and prayer, may be remembered when 
the mind is wearied with worldly images, and 
the heart longs for solid comfort. From former 
experience of the love of God, the wanderer 
may be induced to My^ ^ I will arise and go to 
my Father" — ^to my heavenly Father, in whose 
mercy the penitent finds peace, in whose pre- 
sence there is " fulness of joy/* 

We have also been led to desire the be- 
nefit of a large and valuable class of per- 
sons, whose instruction is, perhaps, too little 
considered — we allude to servants. We wish 
to call the attention of Christian ladies to the 
duty of devotiog a portion of time to their, 
instruction. Religious endeavours should begin 
in our own hearts ; then be extended to those 
nearest to us, as our children; then to our 
servants; next to dependents, tenants, &c. 
in short, to all those whom God has placed 
within our influence. Every individual may 
be considered as the centre of a circle ; and if 
each were to embrace all the opportunities of 
usefulness, which come Tiithin. the limits of 
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INTllODUCTrON, o 

thftt circle, the good which, under the divine 
blesai^gv might be ^kd^ed, is incalculable. 
May we nol sometimes go out of our sphere, 
iasb^f^ of eeriottsly endeavouring to fulfil the 
crit|lifatii9ii3 wkhin it ? Might not a solid, if 
not an extensive ben^t result from the private 
instruction of servants ? Tliose who are pre- 
vented from moidng in a wider sphere, will 
find, vrithim their own immediate influence, 
souls whom they should seek to save fiwm 
dffoih. (James V. 20; Rev. xx.6.) 

It may be said, tiiat in Christian families, 
servants have the advantage of family prayers, 
that they have opportunities of attending public 
worship, and the use of religious books. These 
iM^ great privileges, and we would not under- 
value them; still we conoetve it is the duty of 
fvvery mistress^ if posaiUe^ to give her servants 
primie inatruction. The mind and heart of 
aervantS) aa well as of ^dldren, should not 
only be cicted upoUy but brought into fMctkm; 
otherwise with the advantages usual in religious 
fiuxdliei^ they miay remain ignorant of almost 
the first principles of Religion. How few Ser- 
vants can he said ta be well instructed in the 
Scriptures! Private instruction should suc- 
ceed public instructian, otherwise they will 
often bt found to have profited very little by 
b2 
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-* INTRODUCTION. 

what they have heard ; in many cases they may 
have understood but little of it. But even sup- 
posing servants to be well acquainted with 
Scripture, and to be fully capable of under* 
standing the truths they hear, will not every 
pious mistress be desirous of aseertahUng that 
they receive benefit from the means -of grace I 
Will not the mother^ who is anxious for the 
souls of her children, feel solicitous for the 
souls of her servants ? Will she not remember 
that they are immortal beings, and in a mea* 
sure committed to her trust ? Is it not, more* 
over, a matter of direct importance to her that 
her Servants should be in a state to exercise a 
good influence upon her children ?— Should not 
the mistress of every Sstmily endeavour to en- 
courage the Weak and tender minded, to warn 
the careless — ^to enquire whether they are in 
the habit of private prayer ^ to exbori them to 
the duty, and instruct them how to per- 
form it ? 

One object of this little volume, is to assist 
Christian ladies in the instruction of their 
families. Some may be discouraged by want of 
practice, and almost at a loss how to begin. A 
few verses of Scriptmre may first be read, and 
with a little variation, the method we have re- 
commended for children may be pursued : a 
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word or sentence being selected, questions may 
be asked, with references to the Bible. We 
might hope the blessing of God would attend 
these humble labours ; that which was at first 
an exercise of self-denial to mistress and ser- 
vant, might become a mutual benefit. Such 
employments may too often be n^lected, be- 
cause attended with difficulty, and with appa- 
rently little fruit ; they make no outward shew, 
they may even be despised, but God will not 
lightly regard them ; if there be little present 
satisfaction attached to them, there may be 
blessed results. JLei tis simply do our duty^ 
and leave the effect with Him to whom each 
soul belongs. Should any say they have 
nothing. to impart, it is true they have hot in 
themselves ; all real good proceeds from God : 
but were we to live nearer to the fountain of 
goodf we shouid find the streams of grace flow 
plenteously into our own souls, and cause them 
to overflow to c^ers. 

A lady, who has been many years dead, was 
in the habit of paying great attention to the in- 
struction of her female servants; she taught 
them not only on Sundays, but when her other 
engagements permitted, during the week. 
Three of* these servants, under the ^divine 
blesfflng, received their first religious impres- 
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6 INTaODtTCtlON. 

sions through her ikistrumentaMty. Two of 
them have entered into rest. One was «na- 
bled^ on her death-bed^ to give a bleseed tes- 
timony to the power of religion ; she bore a 
painful disease with humble, peacefial resig- 
nation ; her whole, hope rested on Jesus the 
Saviour. Before her deaths sh^ earnefitly 
exhorted, one after another, the members of 
her large femiily^ to private and family de-* 
votion. 

We are comscious of very matfy deFelts 
in the performance of this Utile work^ we 
have not attained the simplicity of expressioti, 
nor even of thor^ht which we deifcired* We 
hope that the fatdts will be overlooked in 
consideration of the object,; and that the 
attempt to practise the plan will improve and 
recommend it. 

The individual education of the eoui i? 
ef infiinte importance. Hem We are oU at 
«cAooZ.— Let all, in their measuvt, make 
heavenly truths thdr study — ^they will derive 
from them inestimable beniefit. Even those, 
who by the grace of Crod, havA been called 
from this evil world, and who dncerely de- 
sire to love their Redeemer, lose uracb of the 
blessedness they might attain, through the 
prevalence of sensible, temporary ob|ect8. 
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They feel not the reafitKs of H^avdn, because 
they are oocupied, more dian is Beeessiay, 
with thoae tUng» which i^ud their higher 
perceptions. If we woidd pursue them, there 
is in spiritual things a boundless extent, which 
even now enlarges the conceptions of the soul, 
as though it entered the region of Eternity : 
there is a pure and peaceful satisfaction^ which 
belongs not to the atmosphere of this world. 
We esteem and reverence the Scriptures, yet 
how little time and interest do we com- 
paratively give to the study of them ! 
We acknowledge the benefits of prayer, yet 
how little is prayer the occupation of our 
heart ! 

We earnestly desire that the blessing of 
God may rest upon thrs humble effort, and as 
our Saviour has taught us to pray that the 
"Lord of the harvest would send forth la- 
bourers into his harvest," we would pray that 
He may incline many, according to their ca- 
pacity, to feed His Lambs — and to promote 
the extension of His Kingdom by every means 
in their power, — May we wilfully neglect no 
single soul placed within the sphere of our 
inflq^ace, but labour to be " good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God !" If we have but 
one talent, may that talent be spent for the 
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Redeemer ! And may the Spirit of Him who 
has encouraged us to give even a cup of cold 
water in His name, abundantly shed abroad 
in us its heavenly charity ! 
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A FEW 
SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 



ADAM. 
L 

IVhom do we mean by Adam ? 

Where do we read of Adam ? [Gen. ii. 8.] 

Where do we read of the creation of Man ? 
[Gen. i. 26.] 

What is most remarkable in the creation of 
man? 

Read attentively Gen. i. 26, 27. 

What do you understand by man being made 
" in the image of God ?*' JVho is the Image 
of God? [Read 2 Con iv. 4; Col. i. 15; wth 
Heb.i.30 

Do you conceive something very glorious 
from the expression^ ^^ made in the image of 
God?" 

Must Man have been happy f 

Must he have been perfect ? 

In what state do you suppose the bi^y of 
Man was ? 

b3 
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10 (^UBStldNS tOR trouNG I^fiaSONS 

And his Soul ? 

What is said, Gen. i. 31 ? 

What account is given <rf the formation of 
Adam, Gen. ii. 7 ? 

Do you observe that his life {proceeded from 
God Sifnsel/f 

For what end do you think Adam was 
created ? 

In what do you suppose his perfection and 
happiness consisted ? 

Had Adam an independent perfection and 
happiness ? We may believe that the great 
end for which Adam was created, was to glorify 
his Creator, to be employed' in the performance 
of His Will, to be a manifestation of the good- 
ness ol God, a tabernacle which the Divinity 
was pleased to honor with his presence. 

The happiness of Adam, as of all creatures, 
must have (xmsisted in fulfilling the end of 
his being. Adam was therefore happy in a 
state of obedience and subjection, of 'depend* 
ence upon God^ of conffmnity IO'Him,»of union 
%vith Hitti.* Adam deriving existaM^ ftotn the 
fountain of the D^ty, must halve enjoyed all 
the happiness of which his nature tvas capa- 
ble. 

Wais Adam to be the parent of dhers I 

Of many ? 

*Let not the wotd Uaioh be thoogbt to leofive^ too 
Btroog a meaoing, the iiferier may be tlniiad to the 
9iiiperio/i^^ as cecipient. The Soul of Adam may bf com- 
pared to a Mirror, in wbich God was pleased to reflect His 
own dirine perfections. 
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And did God design that all his creatures 
should partake of glory and happioeas ? 

Where did God pkice Adam after his crea- 
tion ? Gen. ii. 8. 

Must not Adam have been very happy in 
this garden ? ' Yes : Adam fn Piaradise, must 
hare ^byed a tnaNjailUtyand happiness of 
v^hich we can form little idea. The sun did 
not scorch him with its heat — his sky was 
not obscured by ck)uds aiid rain— he was 
terrified by no storms — pierced by no cold — 
pained by no disease — he had no sorrow of 
mind, no aching void of heart, no reproach 
of conscience, no conflict be^een the flesh 
and the spirit, no restless, unsatisfied derire* 
In this birth-day of creation, aU was beauty, 
harmony, and peace. — The iotfy of Adam, 
adapted to the state of Paradise, obeyed 
without resistance the instincts of his soul — 
his soul delighted herself in exercising aU her 
faculties free apd unconatrsJ^ed ; and bis 
qiMrf^y^tbe centre of his beingh^^ imme* 
diate communication with tiie Divinity, and 
received an unceasing influx of life and light, — 
Tbxis W9B Adam a^peifcct, and a Uessed being ', 
God was his King and Lord, his Father, 
in whose presence he continually abode.''* 

* We.hAire reuQn to believe .that t)iere were even per- 
aoHol cooimoiiicfitiQiis of the DiTinity to Adam, perhaps 
tbroigh Him,>who is •• the fint-bom of every Creatpre." Sec 
Gen.ilUS. 

b4 
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.12 QUESTIONS 90R TO0N6 PERSONS 

Adam was the IS&voured, beloved, and loving 
creature of God. 

IL 

We have taken a view of Adam in his 
state of innocence : did Adani continue in this 
happy state ? 

Why did he not? 

What command and warning had God given 
him? 

Read Gen. u. 16, 17- 

The warning which God gave to rAdam, 
was graciously designed to guard the happi* 
ness of his creature; it was the affectionate 
admonition of a heavenly Father. 

The prohibition was , necessary and just, 
the holy law of divine wisdom and love."^ 

* Let U8 not suppose that God tempted his creature ; 
(James i. 13.) let us not refer the trial of Adam to the mere 
arbUrary will of the Creator. — Ereiy intelligent ereature must 
bare liberty (consequently choice) by IhederiTation of ita 
existence from the free Author of existence : every creature 
might be liable to abute its liberty. — But the diyine com- 
mand may be considered merciful as preventive of Sin : it 
appears probable that the prohibition^ Gen. ii. 17, might have 
been made agunst some evil which had already appeared in 
man, whether the individual man, or the whole human na- 
ture. We read. Gen. i. 27, that man was created in the image 
of God, and Gen. i. 31, that every iking was ^' very good ;" 
thus far, the existence of a law is not mentioned ; a law 
implies evil, or a necesrity to prevent further evil. After 
reading another account of man, (Gen. ii. 4^7.) of his 
being ''firmed of the dutt of the ground," and being made 
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OF BIPEB Y&4RS. 13 

The obBervance of the law of God, was 
necessary to the happiness of Adam ; did he 
not know the consequence of disobedience ? 

Had he not power to resist temptation ? 

Hoto did he fall from his state of happi* 
ness? 

. Who was the immediate instrument of 
Adam's Sin? [Read Gen. iii. the latter part 
ofthe 6th verse.] 

And who seduced Eve If Gen. iii. 1. 

What was the beginning of her transgres- 
sion ? [Listening and replying to the Tempter ; 
Gen. iii. 2, 3.] 

<< a living toul," we find a command given, to the trans- 
gression of which is annexed the penalty of death — a pro- 
hibition against Sin. Under the view thus presented, many 
difficulties are removed ; espedaUy by considering the pre- 
sent earthly existence as our restorative state. We trace the 
origin of Evil to awulves ; in beholding its progress we see 
the Divine Love mercifully operating against it — and we 
hope in that infinite love for its extinction. The evil in 
which Adiant as onr common parent^ involved the human 
race, the Second Adam has for the human race repaired. — 
In Christ, or in His image man was created — in the image 
of Christ, through the Divine Spirit, we are to be regenerate ; 
Col. iii. 10 : <> being bom again, not of corruptible seed^ 
but of ineorniptible, by the Word of Ood, which liveth and 
abideth for ever." (1 Pet. i. 23—25.) To be bam into this 
earthly life, is to be born into a state of vanity and suffering — 
but it is the state in which to fnd Christ, to receive a new life 
by His Spirit, to be rsSsed from the death and misery of Sin, 
to the highest blessedness, even to tlie participation of the 
divine nature. (2 Pet. i. 4.) 

[Consider amongst other passages. Job xiv. 1 ; Ps. viii. 6 ; 
Pror. viii. 22—31 ; Ewk. xxviii. 12—15 j John i. 9—14 j 
Rom. V. 6-*-21 1 viii. 1 9-^23 : 1 Cor. xv. 22^28.] 
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How are we told she was overcome? Gen. 
ill. 6. 

Were our first iParents biah guilty ? 

What was the Jit^t consequence of their sin I 
V.7. 

Was Adam conscious of his disobedience ? 

What effect hdid ttiis consciousness upon him ? 
V.8. 

Observe he hid himself from tlie presence 
of the Lord; he could no longer endure the 
bright beams of HSs countenance— that pre- 
sence which wa? before his joy, now becomes 
his torment. But whither shall Adam flee, 
if he flee from the presence of God, his only 
life, light, and joy?— He sinks into his own 
nature, into darkposs, and luiaery^ and death. 

When God charges Adam witii his sin, what 
reply does he make? v. T2. 
. Observe the change which hjid already 
taken phice in Adam — ^be fle^s from the pre- 
sence of God ; aifd instead of coa£wring, he 
seeks to excuse his guilt. — Now let us consider 
the further consequence, and punishment of 
Adam's «in. 

Read verses 17 — 19. The ^aiHhis cursed'^ 
the face of creation is changed-^theit which 
God has pronounced good, is good no longer 
-^tbe flowers of Paradise are to give plaoe 
to thorns and thistles; the fruits of Eden 
are no more the food of man. 

•Read again the first clause of the 19tb 
verse. '^ In 4^e sweat of thy face sbalt tbou 
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eat bread." Labfmr is a consequence of Sin. 
Now read the Itttfeer part of the 10th v. und 
compare it with v. YJ. Death is the final, 
ahd most ateM^ofiseqnenee of Sin. 

"What do y6u ttBderstand by de^th f 

Death in its first sense signifies the separa- 
tion of the soul and body] the body, the 
tabernacle of the soul, is become subject to 
decay und disease, and the soul is at length . 
to be patted from the body. 

Do you understand, in any farther sense, 
the death inflicted upon Adam? 

it is observable that God says to Adam, 
<* in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
sfaalt surely die/' — ^This implies an immediate 
death, a death in his present state. Though 
the body of Adam might impiediately begin 
to decay, and his Hfe, mi^ht thenceforth be 
csilled a ch/ing life^ yet he did not actually 
did, tin several hundred years after the sen- 
tence of death was pronounced upon him. 

In what farther sense then, do you under- 
stand death ? 

[The %/fe of Ood in the Soul of Adam was 
withdrawn. Sin had extinguished it — the com* 
munications of life and glory from the Divinity 
ceased— -and the spirit died,] 

Did the death of which we have ^een speak- 
ing involve any thing more ? 

[It involved separation from God even in a 
/kittare titate :«^when the bodify^e should cease, 
tiie soul, if unmeet for the presence of God, 
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16 QUKSTIONS FOi^ YOUNG PERSONS 

must dwell in a. world admitting of no allevia- 
tions like the present, a world of darkness and 
misery. — ] 

We have seen that Adam fled from the pre- 
sence of God on earth, how then could he have 
dwelt in it in heaven ? 

III. 

Was Adam suffered to continue in Eden t 
Why not? Was he in a state to continue 
there ? 

In what manner did he depart from it ? Gen. 
iii. 24. 

fyhat was his state out of Paradise ? 

[A state of banishment and suffering.] We 
have beheld him fleeing from the presence of 
God, excusing his guilt, receiving his sen- 
tence from the mouth of his Judge — his Para- 
dise is transformed into a wilderness; the 
earth, which before yielded spontaneously, is 
to be cultivated by labour; and notwithstand- 
ing his labour it is often to prove unfruitful. 
Adam is a sorrowful outcast — excluded from 
" the garden of God,*' excluded from inter- 
course with his Creator. 

Must he have felt retnorse in this state ? 

Must he have thought of his former hap- 
piness i 

Can you iuiagine the change be experienced 1 

Can you trace the effects of the fall of man ^? 

All the effects are not to be described — ^tbey 
are very awful. To the present hour the world 
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groans under the common sin. The lower 
Creation is thrown into disorder; the elements 
are in conflict, the laws of harmony are dis- 
turbed ; the human body, from the time it 
begins to exist, daily approaches nearer its term 
^^ dust to -dust" — the desire, withdrawn from 
God^ roves unsatisfied amongst created tbiogs — 
the powers of the understanding, turned from 
the light of God, lose their proper occupation — 
the passions and affections, which once centered 
in the divine love, are let loose, and, instead 
of contributing to the happiness of the beiiigy 
become its scourge — the conscience fails.not to . 
perform its o&ce, but often warns in vuo; it 
causes anguish for guilty but is inefficient to 
prevent it. — Man is in a state of wavfare, op- 
posed to himself—his converted as well, as his 
natural state is one of ^M^f^rfo^grv-The vital 
spark of the Divinity still struggle to ascend 
to its native source ; but the senses, t^e pas- 
sions, and even the reason, all combine to op* 
pose its flight towards Heaven. 

Contemplate for a moment the ruin Sin has 
made : — 

Then reflect how great must be that Be- 
deemevy how mighty that work which is to 
restore man ! 

Did God leave Adam in a hopeless state of 
misery? Read Gen. iii. 15. 

What do you understand by this verse ? 
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In tbis verse is contained the first promise of 
ft Redeemer. 

The human mature of Jesus Cfarist was to be 
Aruued bj the serpepl ; but He was to bruise 
tbe bead af the serpent, and finally to triumph 
over him^^^^^-^GbserTe that Adam had no sooner 
fidloiy than God pvwUses him a means of re* 
condliation and restoration ^ God makes haste 
to be gracious :--the promise is even given, 
before the sentence of death is finally pro- 
noanced npon Adam. 

Wliat tfien «t this time was tbe state of 
Adun? 

[It was a state /o/feM, bnt to which was given 
tte Acj»« of restoration.] 

We have seen how the promise of a Redeemer 
was given to Adam, in the words contwied in 
Gen. iii. XB $ mad it is possible that Grod gave 
him eiven a foUor revelation than has been re- 
cor^d; but tliougb God was thus gradous. 



* How great is the mercy which is now revealed ! We 
know that the wotk of Redemption has placed the spirits of 
jnstified men beyon^ the possibility of falling. The ndeemedy 
tbe blessed in htacen^ can never fall. ' To the ardent longings 
of the contrite heart, to the humble, afflicted followers of 
Christ, tbe Scriptures minister the htpe and promise that the 
consequences of the fall shall uHimattlijf be repaired— even 
more than repaired, throujfh the triumph of tbe Son of God.^^ 
Unsearchable and immeasurable are tiie operations and eiftcts 
of the Divine Power, Wisdom, and Love! (Rom. si. 33 ; 
1 Cor. XT. 25 i Ephes. i. 10; Rev. v. 13; szi. 1—5 ; zzii. 
1^5.) 
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siill Adam imuBt undttgo punithnwiit for his 
sia. He could only reoorer by a vcrjr \gt€Bdual^ 
a very painftd proiceBB, the state of anmiI which 
he before enjoyed. 

Sitice the fall, has it been etuy for man to 
attain a state «f' happiness ? 

Is happiaeas easily attaimed cvea by those 
toko heUeve hi ^femts Christ f [Cdnsider Matt, 
X.38; LukexiiL23, 244 Act8xiir.29; 231in. 
ii. Jl/12; iii. 12; and behdd the^tc^Mftg^t of 
the second Adamite redeem man.] 

Tell me new^ t&iy we .have entned «o par- 
ticnimrly intothe consideratien of >tl» prmlUioe, 
and of the fatlen state ^f Adam^ and vAy we 
hare mentioned the gseat Proouae <3od gave 
Innu 

Thfe suhiectiaLiaatnictivei ^stciUlEig^ imdim* 
partant* Wece*we to linofw th e pift icufcri^igyc 
have been conaidenng lefaited to a bedng of » 
qpiedes Satinet fipom ouroum, we oonld hardly 
survey them without Interest: were we to 
know that tliey concerned one indilpidual onfy 
of our. own species hmg since dead, it is pro* 
bable we ihooU enter into the history, place 
ourselves in his situation, and by sympaithy 
identify onr case with his«-HKi(di at ieast^ is 
often the fact with vcspect to the annals of 
many of our fellow«-creatiires. — But what ]|is* 
tory have we here? 

IV^ho are eoncemed in its soiemn teaAl 
. In rea^ig the Scripture account of the^first 
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man, we should remember tbat every individual 
of the human.' race, '^ every son and daughter, of 
Adam/'-^ot< and /^have the most intimale 
concern in the transactions recorded. — We 
stand in the same state in which Adam stood 
after his fall. — fTe have the same darkened 
reason, the same. disordered passions, the same 
rebellious will, that Adam had^-^We are fellen 
as far from our primitive destination^ as Adam 
was. — We have the same road to retrace, that 
Adam had. Our souls still struggle to ascend, 
still are pressed downwards. — We are mi- 
serable, because iwe are in a state of exile 
from God. — Such, at leasts has been our con- 
dition ; sudi is our eitrthiy , state.— rAsd for 
us, as well as for Adam» the holy child is 
bom» for us the Son is given, for us the atone- 
mcut IB aakBca^ for us the reconciliation is 
made. — ^To us this world is a school*^^ state 
in. which we are to be gradually restored to 
the divine image — a state in which, by the 
influence of the Spirit of God, we are to be 
made meet for the presence of God. — We 
are in this wwld for discipline, correction, 
recovery. 

Do we thus regard life? — Seriously ask 
YOURSEJLF — Do / valuc all that life has to offer, 
only in proportion as it cont^butes to my re- 
storation ? — Do I embrace the redemption first 
promised to Adam, not only as a future ex- 
pectation, but as a reality, the first-fruits of 
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which I am now to experience ? — ^Do I sigh for 
complete deliveraDce from the bondage of cor- 
ruption ? — Do I look forward with joy to my 
entrance into the Paradise of God? — Am I 
daily seeking to be made me^^ for the in- 
heritance of the saints ? 
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CAIN AND ABEL. 

I. 

Who was Cain? Who was Abel? 

What was the employment of Cain ? 

What of Abel? 

Were their dispositions alike ? 

Did their employments cause the difference 
in their dispositions ? 

Might Cain have served God as well as 
Abel? 

What did the two brothers bring to God? 
Gen. iv. 3, 4. 

Did God accept the offering of Abel? 

fFhy do you suppose God accepted it ? 

How does St. Paul speak of Abel's offering ? 
Heb. xi. 4. 

Did God accept the offering of Cam ? 

Why not? 

Consider Heb. xi. 4, with Gen. iv. 8, 4 ; and 
compare Gen. iv. 7y with the latter clause of 
1 John iii. 12. 

[It is probable that at a very early period of 
the world, perhaps immediately after the fall, 
God had commanded animals to be sacrificed 
as types of the gi^at propitiatory sacrifice — and 
that the worshippers offering these sacrifices, 
were by faith to realize the Atonement of 
Christ, who was ** the Lamb slain from the foun- 
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ddtioa of the world." — It ia likely, therefore, 
that the offering of Cain, was not, in ita Umd^ 
according to the appointment of God. Abel, 
bringing ^' of the firstlings of U» flock^ and of 
the fat thereof," offered to God by faith in the 
Redeemer to come.-^Tfae offeringn of Cain^ the 
fruit of the ground which the Lord had curaed, 
may be compared to the 8eIf-rightcx>QS offeiinga 
of works proceeding from the unrenewed h^Kt. 
— ^But we may gather from the 7th verse, that 
it was not ^o much the sacrifice i^{/*, as the dis- 
positions with which it was offered, which dis* 
pleased Gk)d. Compare Gen, iv. 7t ^^^ Matt, 
v. 23, 24 ; and Prov. xv. 8. Cain waa destitute 
of that "faith which wori^eth by love" — ^hk 
dispositions were contrary to those which are 
pl^asipg tp God,] 

Is there nothing in your nature which re* 
semblea the state of Cain? 

If you are made deeply acquainted with yoiiT" 
self, you will find that the san^e evils might 
appear in you^ were it not for the ceatraining 
grace of God : they lie hidden in our uncon* 
verted nature^ 

Are there any other passages in the New 
Testament in which Cain and Abel cure spoken 
of? 

WhdX does our Saviour call Abel, Afatt. 
xxiiii 35? Read the Uth verse of the Epistle 
of St. Jude.-rObaerve that Cain is mentioned 
as an awful warning. 
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What effect had the rejection of his oflfering 
upon Cain? 

fTAat passions were excited in his mind? 
And to what did envy, hatred^ and anger lead 
him? 

Did he stiffer for his sin ? 

What sentence did God pronounce upon him ? 
Gen.iv. 11,12. 

What did Cain say of his punishment? 
verse 13. 

[Observe that Cain has to sustain a double 
curse. For the sin of Adam, the earth was 
** cursed," G^i. iii. 1? — 19; it lo6t its former 
fertility and beauty; it was to yield its fruits 
through labour. Adam in the sweat of his 
brow was to eat bread. Cain was to labour, 
and yet the earth was not to yield— or what it 
yielded was to be received by him with two- 
fold bitterness ; he was to be accursed from the 
earth which was itself cursed. The Jirst human 
blood which was shed drew down this awful 
malediction.] 

fFAat is said, verse 16 ? 

Cain went out from the presence of the 
Lord. Adam and his sinful children, though 
they were ' deprived of the personal manifes- 
tation of God which they enjoyed in their bliss- 
ful Paradise, might, if penitent, be, even in their 
exile, favoured with His spiritual^ inward pre- 
sence ; but Cain doubly lost the presence of 
iprod, the only source of real joy — this loss is 
the beginning of Hell upon earth. It might be 
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in the feeling of this misery, that Cain ex- 
claimed ** my punishment is greater than I can 
bewr." May we be preserred from the sins and 
SttfFi ring of Cain ! 



II. 



Now let us endeavour to draw some further 
instruction from the subject we have been con- 
sidering. We have seen that envy, hatred, and 
anger, led Cain to murder. When you feel the 
first risiligs of such passions, should you give 
way to them ? 

Cain had not repressed these evil diftipo- 
sttions, but had probably indulged thpm fre- 
-qnently, before they led him to murder; instead 
of praying against them, he had suffered them 
to gain strength. And if you yield to your 
evil dispositions, to what may they lead you ? 

But if they should never lead you to this 
dreadful act, does not God regard the sinful 
state of your heart ? 

What does our Suviour say. Matt. v. 21, 22 ? 

What does St. John 4say of not lotnng our 
brother? IJohnm.U. 

What does he call one who haies his brother ? 
verse 15.* 

* We might bftve aikcd, '< Dp you ever feel cfioy or anjgfr 
at hearing another praised ?" \)n% we have forborne to ask tMa 
qnettioDy lest it should be.^ike means of exciting an idea or 
fecfing which had not yet arisen. Tbe Instrnctor might ask 
the question, if he had ever observed the manifestation of 

PABT II. C 
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What ishould you do, when yoirfeel the fint 
risings of wicked passionsr? 

Pray to God to deliver^ypu item the power of 
the wicked one, and to put the meek and • kind 
spirit of Jesus within you. 

There is another view, in which this subject 
may instruct us. « > 

To whom are we told the 'blood of -J4H1 
cried? Gen, iv. 10. 

What more righteous cdiaratiter thtin Abel 
did the wickedness of man put to death ? 

Was the blood of Jesus more, jt^re^toif^ than 
that of Abel? 

But did the Uood of Christ cry lot tstn* 
geanee ? 

For whAt did it cry ? 

Vou' tldnk, and you think: jtistlv,. that Cwn 
committed an avrful sin in muirdering . kk 
brother; but, perhaps,- you have ndrecTctfietted 
that your sins cootributed to {lut to death '4{be 
Son of God, 

' Compare what, is -said,'. Gtn.'iv« 10, ij,/^ith 
Heb.xii.24; and adoretfaat unspeakable im&rcy 
which causes the precious. ihlood,. dhed )hyrlfae 
flin'of: man,, to be fthe cause, not .of hi8:i(/#iiM, 
but of his restoration to eternal life^ 

But as sin was the murderer of Christy ought 
■X you -e ver to rheriah or indulge it ] 

f fuch a {te}Xn%, We iD«y remark^ tkat it A^ gencraMj :«pc«k- 
'(i^fff injurioos to prsMe yoim;. ponons. T)ie penpa^wlia^ii 
}^fMted.it..apt to feel <prui0, and tbeolhei| f^T\j^.€m^i, t^- 
dent encooragenieiit may be giren without opep pcivi^. 
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Ought you not to pray that, through the cross 
of Christ, the root of sin in your soul may be 
crucified, that youym^y^Uv^ under the influence 
of His love f 

Tell m?;for t^Ao/ jou 8bpuld^i>ray^ aud^Aa^ 
are, tjbeino^v^^ wMch^hould^m4uce yoiv^hus 

On the one hapd fromi b^hQlding^tlike example 
of Cain,4f^d fcjje. cp^^Jiq^5nc€s,,of,hi9^3Jn,,you 
should p|:py ^hat the j^ce fof the Evil t)ne ^ay 
l^^e^tiiilgvf^shed wi^thiii jpu: on t}ie other hand, 
beholding the Liamb of God wUo< poured opt 
His life^ for ypi|| ypu .^hpuldrseek to deprive from 
Him, those dispositions^ winch the^Spi/it of His 
love ^heds ^j:oad in the, ppyl. ,. .' \ 
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ENOCH. 

. Whose son was Enoch ? Gen. v. 18. 

What descendant was he in number from 
Adam ? See Gen, v, 2—18; and Jude 14, 

Is much recorded of Enoch ? 

Is that which is related remarkable ? 

In what manner did he spend his life? 

What is twice said of his. manner of life f 
Gen. V.22, 24. 

What does St. Paul say, Heb.xi. 5 ? 

And St. Jude? [Jude 14, 15*] 

Did Enoch Iiv6 to the age men in those times 
usually attained i Gen, v. 23. 

How many hundred years did men generally 
live ? 

What is said of all the individuals mentioned 
in this chapter? Look at the last words of 
many of the verses. 

Did Enoch die ? 

Had he lived like ot^er men ? 

How did he leave the world { 

If he had not walked with God, would he 
have been prepared to go to Him in Heaven t 

Is it blessed to walk with God ? 

Are we to expect to be taken to heaven Tiath- 
out dying? 

But what end will all have, who walk with 
God? 

Should you then seek to walk with God ? 
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In what maimer may you do so ? 

In not God every where ? 

Can He not always see yeu ? 

Can He not hear all you say ? 

Does He not know the thoughts qf your 
mind, and the desires of your heart ? 

Might you not frequently, or continually, offer 
to God yQur desires ? / 

Are you sensible you have done this too 
little? 

By what, way may you enter the presejiqe of 
God? [John X. 9; xiv.6,23; Heb.x. 10-22.} 

In what stale must you be to see Grod? 
[Matt. V. 84 Heb. xii. 14.] 

Seek, as far as possible, to walk with God as 
Enoch did. You may even here realize some- 
thing of the meaning of David's words, *^ In thy^ 
presence is fulness of joy." 

Whatever be your station in life, your qfic 
turns may. be consecrated to God; you may en- 
deavour to perform your most common actions 
as to Rim^ and in His presence, Thoc^h you 
will have to pass through decUh^ yet death may 
be to you ^' the gate of life." Your dying bed, 
though a bed of pain, may be illuminated by 
the beams of that Sun of Righteousness, which 
shall never set throughout Eternity. 
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NOAtr. 

"^Whotse feon was' Noah ? ' 
Shall I tfett ybtf'what his name signifies'? 

pee«t,ofcbris6WtfcA.-3' '• \'';' 

What did his Father say pfhim at'hfe^biith ? 

Who were the sons of Noah ? 
' IB^'^MH^' stye" Wfere' nainklrid -in" thei time of 

-Wks'-mjflfiri^thg^Vamk skate ?'\' ' \ ', 

What character is^giietf'of'hiih in tt^'Upok 
fit GfeAito ^' m'6ei{l vL 0J • ' ^ 
-' M Vhatraffect^ ^"^^^^ like^EnocK ?'^ G^n, 

Vll'SK^ ....- ■->:•-- •• '••/•^ :;;;.;;• -^y^ 

What great judgnifeht^c*ame upon t^e'wprH 
id tto 'tlm6 of'NBah'^' ; ^ ^ '''■ "' ' ^ " ' 
•mad' ^hit ii^'fekftf of'thVcawiw' that'-^m^^^^ 

•: B?(i^G&rftat^l^q^1iyhkt'he iiitended 'to'do?' 
'ikM'mkiitMe to Ttpenil ' . , . ' 
'' ' l^dii it lifat'se'ehi probable that' 120' years were 
kHbWerf men' as a^'spa*ce iij which tcf repent' ^ S^ee 
Gen. vi. 3. ' ' 

And what does St. Peter say, 1 Pet. iii. 20? 

[God is long suffering and of great goodness. 
He is *^ not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance."] 

Have we reason to believe that Noah made 
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efforts to bring;men to RepeDttiQce!? What; is 
he eaUed by St. Peter» 2:Pdt< ii. 5 ? 

iMrfmeb. repeal? 

What^ particular means: of preservation ha(jl 
GU)d commaniied Noab to pcepare-r? 

Did Noah obey God? 

What does St. Paul say ofNoab'-s. co&dooi^ 
Heb.xl. 7? 

Of whom was Noah: a figure:? 

In what rMjiee/« disdihe. foreshew tbe' Lodrd 
our Saviour? 

Hrere are four partietilar points. 6£;vie)«v. in 
which Noab may be^ conaidered. as a t^pe of 
Christ^ l6t# He stbodi afone^asid. devoted' to 
Godwin tiiFe midst-of' aiborrupt tv»fld«. 2ndlj^ 
He wi^nied men: to n^pent^ he waa 9L\prt<uhW'Of 
righieausness* 9iri)y\ He vfas. ttie 'infeaiis of 
preservation to others — those who were mtl» 
him in the ark were saved, the rest peridb^j. 
[Her^ we have an emblem of our Redemption 
by Christ,] 4thly. Noah was also the father of 
a new world, of another generation. [Jesus is 
the parent of the regenerate.] 

Let us endeavour practically to apply these 
considerations. If those who refused to listen 
to the preaching of Noah did not escape, shall 
those escape who refuse to listen to the voice of 
the Son of God? 

What is written by St. Paul, Heb. ii. 3 ? 

In- what state will our Saviour find the world, 
when he comes to judgment ? See Luke xvii. 
26,27. 
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In what state is the world now ? 

This world, and the things of it, will soon 
pass away $ (1 Cor. vii. 31.) the world '^ Iieth in 
wickedness," (1 John v. 19,) but there will be a 
world "wherein dwelleth righteousness." Is 
not the same Faith required of us which Noah 
exercised, when '^ being warned of God of things 
not seen as yet, moved with fear, he prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house J" ^Should we 
not seek Jesus Christ the ark of our salvation i 
Has He not called us to Repentance by the 
most moving of all calls, His own blood ? — Let 
us seek to be of the number of those regenerate 
souls, of whom Jesus Christ is the feather. We 
lore warned of the judgments that are coming 
upon the earth, we are expecting the approach 
of the last day. Let us come out and be sepih 
reae from this corrupt world. (2 Cor* vi. 17^ 
Rev. xviii. 4.) 
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ABRAHAM. 

Where do we read the account of Abraham? 

Of what country was he a native ? 

Did Abraham kad a devout life i Did hr love 
God? 

What was the first proof of obedience God 
required of him ? 

What three promises did God give Abraham 
about this time ? Gen. xii. 2, 3, 7* 

What was the great promise God gave him ? 
Gen. xii. 3. 

Tell me the meaning of the latter words of 
the 3d verse. t) 

Were the promises afterwards repeated ? 

Refer to the passages. Gen. xiii. 14 — 17; 
XV. 5, 7, 18 ; xvii. 2, 8, 15, 16. 19 ; xxii. 16—18. 

How did Abraham act when contention ahose 
between his servants and those of Lot i Gen. 
xiH.«,9. 

What should we learn from this ? 
^ Did God give Abraham any important direc- 
tion for the conduct of his life? Repeat the 
words. Gen. xvii. 1 . 
: Does this direction apply to us likewise? 

Holy men in all ages have walked with God* 
Compare what is said of Enoch and Noah, with 
the precept given by God Himself to Abraham. 
Gen. V. 22, 24; W. 9; xvii. 1. Observe from 
the words " be ihou perfect"— that advance- 
c3 
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ment in holiness is connected with walking 
before 6od, or in his presence. Do we suf- 
ficiently consider ' thisr ? 

What testimony did God give of Abraham's 
conduct with tespect to iSi hcus6libM?';6en. 
xviii. 19. 

Is AbrkhamV dihfltrct iil' tlifd' Jiatlifeular Ake- 
wise, an example for us ? ^ 

*• ^What mcmbrabk instance Kave w6 of Abra- 
ham's intercession for otheri ? Gen. xrHI. 
29-^83C Read What St. Jamerf' sfty^^ ch. V. the 
latter part of the Kth verse. 

May we phiy for otTiers T *'. '^ • ' 

But what was the most remarkable gfatie ih 
the character brAbrahani ? '- '"•' 

Is Faith only a persuasion of the mrad t Dbes 
it indiience thie heart^^the conduct?' ^ ' 

What are We told God established withf ^ra- 

1mm? Gin; xvil. 2, 4, 7. * '• ' ^ ' 
'" Of what sr^drif Wtssing wasthfii'Covtnantahe 
rffeMA^arrcfe?* ^Cothp^d ch. xviiJ % 4, 7, ^itli 
ch. xii. the latter part of the 3d verse ; xvin.'Iff; 
xxii, 18 ; an^-Luke i. 73. ' // ' ', 

• WhtHl Was appbrrfted as the dot^ard tokeii of 
m cbVeiiintr Geti; xvii. 10— 14; arid^Rbni. 
iv. 11. • '^ " 

Wto blessing did God grant Abrrfmttif in 
6is6iaage'? 

Had his faith been exercised^ with respedr 't6 
thfe Hesfeing ? ' ' . 

What' was 'the' great sacrijfice rnii-exefcii^tif 
fiiith which <Jod required of Abi^Haai* ? * ' ' ' 
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What wa6 the conduot of Ahrabam under this 
trial? 

Did he resolutely set himself to obey the 
divine command t Consider Gen. xxiL 3. Does 
be appear to have wavered in his purpose t 
Did his fi^ilh fail ? 

^e we likely, to be tried as Abraham was ? 
Are we called to any kind of trials ? To what 
trials are we called ? 

Are we ealled upon to^ exercise tliose graces 
which Abcaham exercised ?— Tell me how Abra- 
ham may be an example to us. 

He may be an example to- us, as we have 
before notked,. in several particulars ; , in his 
walk with God— in his pious care of his house- 
hold — in his e<Hiciliating conduct towardsr Lqt, 
and concession of temporal advantage — in his 
intercession for others :— but the root of these 
graces, that grace which shone brightest of all, 
was faith.; and it is especially with respect to . 
Faiths that Abikihan^ is held forth to us,, in, 
Scripture, as a stribkig, pattern. 

Let U4 consider the particular instances in 
which Abrahasi's feith was exemplified. 

We. jSrsi read that bis foith was exercised 
when he was called to* le«Mie his native caimtry, 
axMJL to go into a stcange land. Compare Geo. 
xii. 1 ; Acts vii. 3; Heb. xi. 8. 

His Faith was farther exercised when he was 

called upon to believe the promise that his seed 

slvoald, inherit this land, though God had not 

yM giveii faiiB the smalle«4 pnrt o(f it, and be« 

c4 
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was but a stranger and syoumer in it. Acts 
vii. 5 \ Heb. xi. 9. 

His Faith* was exercised irith respect to the 
accomplishment of the promises that he should 
become a' great nation^ that his seed should be 
as the dust of the earth, and that in liim all the 
families of the earth should be blessed— for ^^ as 
yet he had no child.** 

His Faith was exercised with respect to tht 
birth of this child, for an intervsd of years 
elapsed between the first promise of an heir, 
and its fulfilment. Compare Gen. xv. 4 ; xvi. 
16; xvii. 1 and 21 ; Rom. iv. 19. 

But the most signal trial of his Fiuth was, 
when he was called upon to sacrifice, with his 
own hand, his beloved Son. This is a trial at 
which nature shudders, and the firmest devo- 
tion to God must have been requisite to enable 
him to obey. 

We may also observe that, in this trial, the 
faith of Abraham was not only exercised in 
being called upon to sacrifice his child, but 
that, in the accomplishment of this sacrifice, 
-all the human means through which the pro- 
mises were to be fulfilled would have been taken 
from him. Heb. xi. 17—19. 

We have seen that Faith* was the prominent 



* The Faith of Abnbam ezempHfiet that Dirine Work is 
tlie Soul, which is ao mach iosisted apon in the New Testa- 
nent. He believed against hope, beyond sight and reasoB. 
He belieTcd, be lored, be obeyed s faith was the prktcipk of 
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grace in Abraham's characteri let us now refer 
to some passages of Scripture which enforce 
the necessity and blessedness of FaUh. 

Where is it said that Abraham's faith was 
accounted to him for righteousness? Gen. 
XV. 6. 

And have we need that Fsdth should be ac • 
counted to us for righteousness? See Rom. 
i. J6, 17 ; ill. 22—26 5 Gal. iii. 22 ; v. 5, 6. 

How may it be so ? What does St. Paul say^ 
Rom. iv. 24, 25 ? Read the whole chapter. 

What relationship have trufi believers to 
Abraham ? See Rom. iv. 1 1 ; Gal. iii. 7* 

How may we partake in the blessings of 
" faithful Abraham ?" [Gal. iii. 6-9, 29.] 

God, speaking by the prophet Isaiah, calls 
Abraham his friend; (Isa. xli. 8; see also 
2 Chron. xx. 7 ; and James ii. 23 :) and true 
believers are called '^ the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus," (Gal. iii. 26.) and friends 
of his Son, (John xv. 14, 13.) Should not 
your heart be filled with the desire of so hea- 
venly a relationship ? 

When we have been considering a history 
and character like that before us, we should 
seek to draw from it some practical instruction* 
All Scripture is " written for our learning," for 

bis obedience— there can be no donbt of hit love and devoted- 
" neai to God (thefruiu of ftith :) they were strikingly smmi- 
feued ia the sacrifice of tsaas. 
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<* docUme^Jor repneMrf. for; ^in^cAi^iifcN? in- 
dbMti^ni iW righteiMlaiiesW In ordep that it 
may be tbti8> bl^aed^ ti» u»^ tv(e must seek the 
kifluei&cfe oflhe'Hdfy SfShAti Though- the pro- 
imeSB w)eve made to Abrabanii it \?as through 
faith alone that he realized them ; it is by faith 
idone^ tfatit fbe titii* he tnade partaker^ ^ the 
I4ea$}ngsr of the' Go^)elv Vmy, earnesjbly' for 
that ftiifti.by: trbitfhr ybu «haU' be drad^ a gartftber 
o£ Gbd^l ^' exc«ieding great and precious pro- 
mises/' 
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(THfi IINTBNDBD'SAd&IPlOS OF AARkH!Arll(J) 

Who wadlflfi&c? 

What remarkable' promk^s did' we> nottiefe 
thfet Gbd had given' to Mftrafaabi?: Q^Qmi. 
xii. «S, 8 ;^ xBi. l6^ 16; xv. 6 ; xrtl. 3^ 4^«l 
• tVh<>m did God appoint to be the firMi meati« 
of the MlfitmeUt of the0e proitiibeft ? 

What pmnAde bad been gifveti witfe r09p€>et 
to the birth of hdSio? Gen. xv^ 4; t^. I«, 
19,21; xviMilO. 

What command did God a/t^ffhards^^ve with 
reispect to Isaac? Gen. xxii. 1,2. 

Alter God bad promised Abraham 4^a% Isaac 
should be his heir, and a means thmilgh whoHl 
great mercies shoohl be bestowed, thfn ^ry 
heir is to be oflfered as a saerific^i- ' 

Upon what mountain was' ItMao'to^ be isacH^ 
ftced? ' 

What question did- he ask his-fHther on tiM 
wtfy to th« mountainf? 

What preparations were made for th^ odbrlif^ 
of Isaac ? Gen. xxii. 9; 10. 

Think %hnC Isaac mast hftt« felt ! 

When he was bound and laid upon the alOur 
Akili^tefiisti? 

Could he have resisted*? 

Tften was h^a WMin^ $acrifiee>? 
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Realize to youraelves, if you can, this scene. — 
Abraham calmly proceeds to execute what bfe 
knows to be the command of God.— He builds 
an altar, he puts the wood in order-— he then 
bibds Isaac, (as the animals were bonnd who 
were to be sacrificed,) and be lays this beloved 
son on the altar—all is now ready. He even 
takes the knife which is to complete the sacri^ 
fioc—Doring this time, what was the conduct 
of laaac i — I\ur from resisting, he utters no mur- 
niur*-he does not dispute the command of 
God — he does not even reason about it — we 
never hear of his inquiring why God had given 
the command of his being sacrificed — ^be ap*- 
pears as reaSiy to be o£Fered as Abraham was 
ready to offer him. 

Should not this make us ashamed when we 
complmn, or murmur against any of the divine 
^pensatioiis? 

Yes : if it should please God to require us 
to offer up what is most dear to us in this world, 
let us remember the example of Isaac — ^let us 
say, like David — ^I am dumb, and open not niy^ 
mouthy for it is My doing. 

But did God permit the completion of the 
sacrifice ? 

What does this shew us 7 

May we not learn that God accepts the de- 
sires and intentions of the heart f 

Now consider the principal reason why I have 
asked you these questions. 

Is this a true history I Is it remarkable T 
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Yes : and it U verf tooohing^t will deeply 
move Uie heart, if the heart be in a stale to be 
moved. The faith and obedience of AbiahaBA^ 
and the submission of Isaac, are truly wonder- 
ful, and should make us think <d the submissiou 
and obedience we owe to God, and how liiile 
we sacrifice for Him. — ^But there is another 
point of view in which this history is still more 
interesting : can you think what I mean ? 

Isaac is a striking type or figure of Jestm 
Christy-Isaac was the beloved son of his father. 
What is Jesus Christ called. Matt. iti. IJ ; 
jLvii. 5, &c.? 

Was the sacrifice of our Saviour purposed 
before He came into the world 7, [Rev. xiii* 8.] 

Upon what mountain did we say Isaac was to 
be o£Eered? [Mount Moriah : on this spot the 
Temple of Jerusalem was afterwards built — 
near to it was Calvary, the mountain on which 
our Saviour completed His great sacrifice.] 

What space of time elapsed between that in 
which Abraham was called to the sacrifice, and 
the time of the offering ? Gen. xxii. 4. 

What answer did Abraham pve to the ques* 
tion Isaac asked by the way? verse 8. And 
what is Jesus called, John i. 29; Rev. xiii. 8? 

We have seen that Isaac was a witting sacri- 
fice : so was our blessed Saviour. 

The submbsion we have noticed in Isaac's 
ciNiduct was manifested in a much higher de- 
gree in Him of whom Isaac was a type. 
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/ WHatane^^ifche wdnktwhkbeJetta^iutteredrto 
Hls^Paithel?; JsrbeivbdivMiiniGcibiemane? Luke 

WfaaUr wtoHiy;covdiifctrini.gioiiigt ta^Calvaiy, 

V.H^Se0l(iu[)on tbi»auiijest/wbtii yomidre aloire; 
<9ft^>thMk of.tii0 Werdsijof the Prophet^ de«^ 
MtiMiigtheaneek submkflfairicif rthe Sen otGod^ 
as thoiigb. to had 'hkntelf iMehcld HiiTv^atiGhhtid 
fel%4SheBta«Ci:ofmiB mhyIi .l8a.Ua.j7- 
." ItMa^rdaddthe'hiaiorjr'of Isaac wftbctettife^ 
metnfai^ring^. Jlsto^ • Ijet'tbe excxedbigr lore of 
God the Father, and of the Son, sink deep. into 
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MOSESt 

ClNCLVD^NiG 80M£ A^rCOlfWT OF TrfE 
ISRAELITES DURING livk tiFB.) 



I. 



Where do y<>u rwid of Modes ? ■ ' 

In 'what country Vaa he btorn? .• - •'. ! 
Wad he bOtn of Egyptl*!i pareflts T 
Of what /rtie of thechUdi^^f-lithi^l wdk 
heliorti? Ex.il.ll .^^^^ .:,.*:./-; 
^ In what jtfaltf "wece ttheisraeBtes. alt the time 
of hifi birth? Ex.Lia,l4w .\ : 

' Of #h)at cdmmairi* • g^vcft bytli^ King of 
Egyptdow^read;«Ekii.2fi? - ^ 

! ' H<yw^xMi6t'tliei^alireiits'€>f 'Moaetthare felt ibis 
€#mlftia»ia^' * -^ ' '• ' • 

What did his Mother do? •> '' 

• Il6M^l0)%iclli^8b6<boticefi)'hiMM^<''^ • > ^ 
And what dtd-tJii Mew So? : ' : »| • . 
i MvMtrahfe ha^ todkedito 6Mf; and <trdfi«e4 in 
Him to take care of t^e chikt? ■' : ' '•■•*^ 

Who jtoiwSJ'tbifj cbSd aifid tb6fc pilj^ion 
him? '' ♦• ^ .-'^ 

Who pWft^iAb'ber heart ti do bo?^ * 
Itebdthieiiffe^ibgi story, Exl ii. 1— Iflt^ - J' 
. Itov iT^asMoB^ brought up? HeAd;Eiriii( W, 
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What caused him to quit Egypt, and go into 
the land of Midian ? [Acta vii. '23—29.] 

What was the employ meat of Moses in the 
land of Midian I Ex. iii. 1. 

What is the name of the mountain to %rhich 
he led hb flock? 

Who appeared to him there? [Ex. iii. 2; 
Acts vii aO.] 

In what manner? 

Under what character and name did God 
reveal Himself to Moses? Ex. iii. 6, 14, I5, 

To what great work did God appoint him ? 
Ex. iii* 10; Acts vii. 35. 

How did God encourage him ? Ex. iii. 12* ; 

When God calls us to nny thing difficult, let 
us pray for Hh presence* 

Whsd; promise cmeerfdng the Israelites i&i 
God give Moses ? Ex. iii. 17—20. 

Was Moses strengthened lo act as God had 
commanded him? Ex. iv. 28—80; y. 1^ 

Vllw O. 

With what {9i9tifcmieiit bad God poifmuinded 
him to perform mtraeles ? Ex. it. \7: 

How did Pharaoh receive the message of 
God by Moses? Ex. v. 3. 

Buit did Moses nfi^abs from warning Pbanioh ? 
Ex. vii. 10—20. 

What several judgments did Moses execute 
upon Egypt t [See Ex. vii. 30» the riyer turned 
t0 blood; the pli^^ of frogs, tiii. 6; of lice, 
viii. 17 1 of flies, viii. 24; the nmrrain of 
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beaalfl, ix. 3,6; the phgoe of both Rnd hbina, 
ix. 10 ; the plague of hail, ix. 28 ; of locusts, 
X. 13 ; of davknesfl, x. 22 ; the judgment upon 
the first-born, xii. 29.*] 

Did the king of Egypt at length consefU 
to the departure of the Israelites? Ex. xii. 
30-33. 

Did his consent proceed firom repentance f 

How Diay you know this ? 

When Pharaoh was suffering under the 
jttdgmeitts of God, he gave Moses permission 
to depart ; but when the judgment was ivr> 
moved, he withdrew his consent. Even after 
the Rwfiil destructbn of the first-born, whnf 
the Israelites were' departed, his heart was 
again hardened, and he pursued af^r them. — 
Under sickness or afiUction we may often fear 
the judgments of God, BXkd begin to repent, 
but when the calamity is removed^ return to 
a course of sin. Instead of being melted and 
made penitent, we may be hardened. — ^Let us 
pray for that " godly, sorrow" which ** worketh 
Repentance to SalvaUoo.'* 

* It vMiy be woli to rciiiRrk tbe equity of God's design in 
inflicting tHe 10 plagues. The Egyptians were guilty df 
MTtotM idotatriet; nnd we may believe that each plague was 
d^cett«d isfrfl^Mst some prnlkubir Sin :*^The two first plagurs 
iliight b« inflicted for their tdolativoas worsUp Qf their rivi^r; 
— >tlitt latt, the awful destruction of tlieir first«bqrn, for their 
seVerit^rand cmelty to the Israelites, Ex. i.and r. — In anotheir 
light, these judgments may present tC type of th« wees wMeh 
. iriU br indicted 99^ ^m .ao^ Ui9: «lhertptat f 
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' By^^hiet way did Moses cotldacit.ihei/l8^fltelite8 
outof E^pt? Ex. xia-ilS;. ' .^ i ^ 

J)\dtMvset^i\(me gidd&them I iren 31y^2SL . ' 
You see that God Hifnseif was their ^uMd. 
' ,' ' , . * ' • . i' k 

. .'/.lo'.ji^hat position, do iwe^find' tfaelsraeliteifty 
ch.xiv.2— 9? 

What mn^t 4bcy bave-:^lt: wiwn they daw 
the sea before them, aaidthe:avmy of the B#yP' 
;tian8 behind them ? 
. r WiKit^id'^ey do wiieii Pharaoh drew nigh'? 

' ' mHow did Moeesenebtim^. them? v. 13. 

I And whet •.comindnd< 'did God- giv^thciu? 
rT^15;- 

. Could they 'at that tube mvIiow they were to 
':gofo0wacd? 

Did n6t G^dopen a, way for Aem? 
This n^ay often be the ease with respe^ to 
. us :< we may not 'see Aav^ ^e- ^are to pvoeeed ; 
'•but we are to obey and fellow God, tnisting'in 
.'Him to prepare ouF 'Way. 

Was it an ordinary ciiieutM€ianto'th«itith0 49ea 
should open a passage for them? 

Must Moses l^ave believed the word .of 
God? 

. Read tUs^woadetfttl accQunt>'£K^jdt.*16>>to 
the end of the chapter. 

What is said with respect, to. the ^ pp|ar^of 
t}ie,c)i(H&d? verses 19^20. i 

How did ' it appear to the • ^Efypii«m f 
V.20. 
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TiA^ ^psert of (he:<Jliittory jdf.Jiie iMafKtea 
Tepments the ideliveraace of i the .QhildreD of 
'GK)d fbdnh the ^bondage; of ihU m^rW. /f)^ 
light they follow is bright to them i it'Uldail^- 
ncMS'tothaiBe who er6^!at *' eninity'tmth ,G^d." 
>Tbe fflaiiifetftatien of 4;be Dime Pr«tfiMC0ji»^lo 
' Hia 4:hHdi^» a «t«i. and shield. 

Did the Israelites safely pass thitough ikf^ S^n ? 
Read v. 29. 

'Were they delivered from Pbaraoh ? ,What 
command did the Lord give Moses, v. S6? 
And what do v;t read verses 80/ &1 ? / 
How -dii Mosea celebrate the piaises 'of 
God? 

In wh:it state' 6/^ niiftd < weoe ;lbe UniQ^ites 
at this time I Read again the SUt vtiSse^ 
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Did ih6ip^pls)CsHttHue to rejoice ia God 
ondertbe guidauce .of Moses ? 

W,bat did Moaes da whe0;tb9y murmuj^^d 
against iiiui at. Marah ? £x« xv« 25. 

Did they tfoonimuronur again ? £k. xtL,^^3. 

'How* dki:iMose8:.aB4 >Aai:on repro^'e tbem ? 
v.6-8. 

And what fiameto pass ; as Aaron spoke ]to 
them ?' vetaea 0, iO» 

Now turn' to the )7^h chapter. When the 
people were, engaged in ^ar i with the . Ama* 
lekitea^ wbakdMAfoeeado i .. £^» aivii* IL 
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At what moment did tbe Amalekttes prevail? 
Can you think of any spiritual conflict in 
which ChrUtiaiu are engaged'! And what 
should they do ? 

We have seen that Moses was a Conductor 
or Le^ider of the people ; in what other office 
did God place him ? [In that of Jjaw-giver. 
Ex. xix. XX.] 

JFhere did God give Moses the law? 
Were the people permitted to come upon the 
mount? 

What solemn charge did God give Mo8e8 
when He forbad it? Ex. xix. 10—12; 21, 
22,24. 

How were the people affected by what they 
saw and heard ? Ex. xix. 16 ; xx. 18. 
What did they say to Moses, Ex. xx. 19 ? 
Moses then was a Mediator between God 
and the people. Read also EiCt xix. 8, 0; 
Deut. V. 5. 

The people were afraid of the thunder and 
lightning upon Mount Sinai : when-tcre begin 
iq feel that God's law is holy, and that we have 
broken it times with4)ut number, we are afraid. 
---What &fediator has God provided for ugf 

While Moses was in the mount, God deli- 
vered to him different laws for the people ; He 
gave Moses directions, how to make the taber^ 
nacle ; He enjoined various sacrifices' which 
have passed away, the substance of all having 
been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Bat Jirui, God 
delivered the ten Commandomts, which are 
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called the Mar(d law, and in which we are all 
concerned. 

H^t did God first deliver to Moses in the 
mount? 

On what were the ten Commandments writ* 
ten ? [Ex. xxxiv. 28.] 

Who wrote themt What is said, Ex. xxxL 
18; andxxxii. 16? 

Must not that which God Himself wrote be 
of great importance ? 

Is it of importance to y€m f 

How long was Moses in the mount ? 

What Sin did the people commit during his 
absence ? 

How did Moses shew his displeasure at this 
$in ? Ex. xxxii. 15, 19, 20. 

But did he not pray for the people?^ 
Ex. xxxii. 11 — 13, see also Deut* ix, 18, 
25-29. 

What striking words of Moses are recorded at 
the close of the chapter? Ex. xxxii. 32. 

We have seen Moses in the offices of Leader, 
Lawgiver, and Mediator. 

Now he is an Interceasor for the people. 

What office did Moses sustain besides those 
already mentioned ? 

Where do we find him exercising the func- 
tion of Priest i See Ex. xxiv. 3—8. 

What other acts of Priesthood are spoken of? 
Read Ex. xxviii; xxix. 1 — 37; Lev. viii. 
[Moses anointed the whole tabernacle. Ex.xxx. 
26} xl.9; Lev.vui. 10.] 

PART II. D 
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Who oonsecrated Aaron to the Priestheed ?- 
Ex. xxviii.41; 2d, 12— 16. 

fFho consecrated Moses i 

Observe Moses was consecrated, without hu- 
man conteGvation, thai be might be a type of 
Him who was to consecrate all the priests of 
God, under a higher dispensation. 

We said that the tables of the law were 
bioken by Moses, were they ever replaced ? 
Ex. xxxiv. 1, 4, 27, 28. 

What is said of Moses during hid seoond abode 
in the mount? Esc. xxxiv. 39. 

What unttsiMt appearance had the face of 
Moses, when he came, down from the Mount ? 
v. 2»- 

What occasioned bis fiioe to shine ? 

Moses had been admitted into the near pre- 
sence of God; he had been in intimate commu- 
nion with Him^ and a small ray of the £vine 
brightness was reflected on YS» countenance. 
When persons are much in eommtiolon with 
God, He communieates to their^«9ot{b a portion 
of His own blesi^ed ligbt. Would not you Bke 
to be mi|ch in eoHHuiHdoin wkk God? 

Why did Moses, when- he spoke with the 
people, veil the glory ' with M^bick his^ ftiee 
shone ? 

Read the concluding verses of the chapter. 
St. Paid makes a spiritusA appliisation of the 
subject-^tum to * Cor. iit; J-^\Q. 

With w4iat special revelations of Himself did 
God favour Moses ? 
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Turn to that glorious manifestation of Him* 
sdf, which God gmve to Moses, Aaron, and a few 
others, Ex. xxiv. 1, 2, 9—11. 

Read the second manifestation made to Moses 
alone, £x. xxxiii. 18-420 ; xxxiv. 5 — 8. 

III. 

Let us think more particularly of the events 
which took place whilst Moses conducted the 
Israelites. With what food did God supply 
them in the Wilderness 7 Read what is said of 
the Manna, Ex. xn. 

We said that the Israelites did not continue 
in that state of mind of which we read after 
their deliverance ; that they were so ungrateful 
as to mummr;'^we noticed turn occasions on 
which they murmured, did they any more com-^ 
mat this sin ? 

What trial did they nieet with at Rephidim ? 
Ex« i^vii. 1. 

What is said of their conduct, verses 2, 3 ! 

What miracle did God enable Moses to per- 
form? verses 5, 6. 

Notwithstanding their nuirmurings, see how 
gradous God was to them. Yet He mis»t have 
been much displeased. 

We said that God supplbd the Israelites with 
bread from heavenf did they always receive it 
with gratitude ? Read Numb. xi. 4^-*6 ; and 
obserre the judgment which God sent upon 
them, seises 10^90 ; SI -^3. 
d2 
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When the spies retorned from searching the 
land of Canaan, what is related of the children 
of Israel ? Numb. xiv. 2 — 4. 

And with what awful judgment were they 
visited ? Numb. xiv. 20--35 ; xxvi. 64, 65 ; 
xxxii. 10—13. 

Were there any in the congregation who 
envied the office of Moses? Who ? Numb. xvi. 

What was the end of these persons I Read 
to the 40th verse. 

Were the Israelites brought to a right state of 
mind by this punishiiient? 

[No : far from being penitent, their rebellious 
spirit vented itself in murmurs, v. 41.] And 
what further judgment did they bring upon 
themselves ? v. 42. to the end. 

We read of a second occasion on which the 
people murmured for want of wcUer. Read 
Numb. XX. 1—5. How did God again provide 
for them ? verses 7» 8. 

Now read Numb. xxi. 4, 5 I What sin did 
the braeiites commit^ With what visitation 
were the people chastened ? v. 6. 

And what means was Moses commanded to 
use for their recovery ? verses 8, 9. 

When we read the repeated uaurmurings of 
the Israelites we are apt to wonder at their con- 
duct, considering the many mercies they had 
experienced :— the Israelites are a picture of 
ourselves. We are journeying through the 
wilderness of this world. We have One greater 
than Moses for our Guide. But are not ti^eper- 
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verse and rebellious towards Him? — Let us 
receive the warning which is held forth to us.— 
Read what St. Paul says, 1 Cor. x. 6 — 11. 

We mentioned one remarkable occasion on 
which Moses was an Intercessor for the people, 
can you find any other ? Numb. Jti. 2 ; xiv. 
13^20; xxi.7. 

We noticed the murmuring of the Israelites, 
in the desert of Zin, for want of water, and the 
miracle which God wrought to supply the peo- 
ple — how did God regard the conduct oi Moses? 
What do we read Numb, xx 12 ; xxvii. 14 ? 

In what does it appear that the Sin of Moses 
consisted ? 

What did God command him to do ? Numb. 
XX. 8. [ — ** Speak ye unto the rock before their 
eyes" — ] 

And what did he do ? verses 1 0, 1 1 . [" With 
his rod he smote the rock twice" — ] 

Observe that Moses, as the instrument of 
God, was always so to act that all might see 
the power to be of God^ and not of him. He 
was to perform the miracle in the very man- 
ner which God appointed. In this instance, 
Moses not only omitted to do what God had 
bidden him, but he did what God had not 
bidden him. — It is expressly said — he did not 
believe God, he did not sanctify Him *^ in 
the eyes of the children of Israel," (v. 12.)— 
he also suffered himself tp be exasperated by 
their disobedience and perverseness, and ** spake 
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unadvisedly with his lips/' (v. 10, and Ps. 
cvi. 33.) 

Hoio did we say Moses should have exer- 
cised the power God had given him ? 

And what chastisement was inflicted on 
Moses ? 

We may observe that it is sinful to depart 
from the exact will and order of God— for this 
particular offence Moses, who had hitherto 
been faithful, was not to enter the desired land. 
Deut. xxxii. 50, 51 • 

Was Moses permitted to view the promised 
land? 

From what place ? Numb. xxviL 12 ; Deut. 
xxxii. 49. 

Read Deut. xxxiv. 1—4. What is sidd m the 
following verse ? 

What was there remarkable about the bmial 
of Moses ? 

From the history of Moses, as we have 
traced it in his writings, what may be gathered 
of his character ? 

Is he spoken of in any other part of Scrip- 
ture ? Read Heb. xi. 24—26. 

Was he ensnared by the allurements of 
Egypt? 

What did he. renounce ? 

Whatdidhechuse? Why? ' 

What quaUties in the character of Moses 
were exhibited in Ids dealings with Pharaoh 7 
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Doefe it Appear that Moees was naturally dia- 
truatful of himself ? Read Exod. iii. 1 1 j iv. 1, 

Did the Divine grace overcome his natural 
fear? Was he endued with courage? Read 
Heb, xi. 27. 

Did Moses honour and love the holy com- 
uumdmeuts of God I 

Was he patient and forbearing towards the 
people ? 

What grace in his character is particularly 
mentioned, Numbb xii. 3 7 

Obserire that though Moses, was so highly 
favoured of God,/ yet be wfcis very meek — 
*' above all the men which were upon the face 
of the earth.'' In one instance only did he fail 
in this g^ieral character. 

Though on the same occasion he was im- 
foithful, what general testiiaony is given of his 
fidelity ? See Numb. xii. ^ \ and Heb. iii. 2. 

How then should we regard the Sin of Moses? 
How may it be instructive to us ? 

In the most eminent characters every grace 
is to be referred to God — ^the evil is in tAem- 
selves ; JfiSas alone is perfect* 

[We may consider the eirclusion of Moses 
from the promised inheritance, as well as the 
hreaJcing of the tables of the law, to be indica- 
tive of a farther tirutli.. Moses, as the mini* 
ater or representative of the law, could not 
bring the laraeUtea to the promised land, but 
must give place to Joshua, who wap especially 
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the type of Jesus in leading the people into 
Canaan. " The Law made nothing per>- 
fect." — ^It is not Moses, but Jesus (the true 
Joshua) who must bring the children of God 
to the heavenly inheritance.] 

What graces in the character of Moses are 
exemplified, Numb. xi. 29 ? 

He was poor in spirit and devoid of selfish- 
ness. He did not seek his own honour, but 
desired the glory of God, and wished others to 
partake in his spiritual gifts. 

What beautiful description and character is 
given of Moses, in the chapter which con- 
cludes his writings? See Deut. xxxiv. 7, 
10—12. 

Though Moses was punished upon earth, can 
there be any doubt that he was permitted to 
enter the heavenly Canaan ? 

Can you find any Scripture proof of his 
being in a glorified state? .See Luke ix. 
30,31. 

In reading the close of the history of Moses, 
we cannot but be struck with its beauty. It 
is enveloped in a sort of mystery, which is 
peculiarly calculated to affect the mind. We 
read with deep interest of this faithful, tried 
leader of the people, and servant of God, 
bringing the children of Israel to the very 
borders of the promised land, yet not being 
permitted to enter it — of God Himself shew- 
ing him the so much desired inheritance* 
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We find the holy man uttering no murmur. — 
We hear his sublime and prophetic farewell 
blessing of the ' people. — ^Were there not a 
heavenly Canaan we should mourn over the 
end of Moses, the dreary conclusion of his 
painful toils. But/oeVA leads beyond the mys- 
tical shadow to the living substance-~it points 
to him of whom Moses was a type — to whom 
Moses looked for the atonement of that sin 
which was punished upon earth — to Him of 
whom Moses wrote, and of whose perfect and 
sufficient sacrifice all the ancient sacrifices 
were figures. — It opens to our view the land 
of promised reaty where the company of the 
faithful repose and are refreshed, after their 
toils through the Wilderness of this world. 
There Moses dwells in glory, and his song is 
heard increasing the joy of the heavenly re- 
gions. There he knows perfectly that which, 
on earth, he knew but in part — he rejoices 
with the Israel of God, and in holy expecta- 
tion awaits the time when all the promises 
shall receive their full accomplishment, and 
when the seed of Israel, according to the flesh, 
shall acknowledge their Messiah, and be ad- 
mitted to sit down with Abraham, Isaac^ and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of God. 

IV. 

We have considered the life of Moses with 
respect to its principal events; but there is 
another point of view in which his history is 
d3 
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^peculiarly interesting; I mean as it presents 
types of oar blessed Saviour^ and of the circum* 
stances of our Redemption: let us endeavour to 
trace some of them. 

We have seen that the life of Moses was 
exposed to danger when he was an infant^ 
owing to the command of a cruel king : wliat 
was there similar in the infancy of Jesus ? 

Now read what is said Exod. ii. II«^14y with 
Stephen's account in the Acts of the Apostles, 
ch. vii. 23-^27. 

What does Stephen say, v. 25 ? And what 
is said, r. 27 ? Compare Matt. xxi. 23. 

We see that after it had come into the heart 
of Moses to visit his brethren^ be was re- 
jected by thenij upon the remarkable occa-* 
sion in which he interfered for the reconcilia- 
tion of the two men of the Hebrews— of what 
may this remind you? [John i. 1 1.] 

We have seen that God gave Moses a full 
comtoaission to deliver the children of Israel. 
Read Ex. iii. 7 — 10. tVhom has God appointed 
to be our great Deliverer. 

We know that Jestis Christ, who was sent 
to be a Mediator and DelivereTi was rejected 
by His brethren — ^will He not, in the end, be 
the Deliverer and ruler of His people, in a 
higher sense than Moses was made the deUverer 
and judge of the Israelites ? 

Read the description of the state of the 
Israelites as given Ex. i. 11^14. This is a 
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piotttre of the state into which man has fallen 
by sill. 

What is the land of Egypt called, Ex. xx. 2 ? 
What is the toorld to those who are in sub- 
jection to its spirit ? 

We saw that Moses was enabled to work 
miracles, to convince Pharaoh and his people 
that God had sent him t what did Jesus do to 
convince the Jews ? 

To what country was Moses to conduct the 
people? Ex. Hi. 8. 

Whither has our Saf iour engaged to conduct 
us? 

By what way did we observe Moses con- 
ducted the people ? 

And through what does our road to Heaven 
lie? 

We noticed that the Israelites were often un- 
grateful and disobedient to their leader : are we 
always obedient to our heavenly Leader? 

Whence came the food Which supported the 
Israelites in the wiklemess, and of What was 
it the type ? John vi. 32, 33 ; 48—6 1 . 

The Israelites were miraculously supplied 
with water by the hand of Moses — of what hea- 
venly water does Jesus speak? Johniv. 10; 
vii. 37, 38. 

How long did Moses abide in the mount ? 
How long did our Savbur remain in the 
desert? 

d4 
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. MoseSy while he abode in the mount, was 
without food : what are we told of our Saviour 
in the wilderness ? 

What reason does Moses give for his absti* 
nence? Deut. ix. 18. 

And on what account did our Saviour fast ? 

When the judgment of fiery serpents was . 
senty what did Moses do ? Numb. xxi. 9. And 
what application does our Lord make of this I 
John iii. 14^ 15. 

Now read what is said, Deut. xviii. 16 — 19. 
Who was the great Prophet in whom these 
words were fulfilled ? Read John i. 45 ; and 
particular)' Acts ii. 22 ; vii. 37. 

What character of Moses did we remark in 
Numb. xii. 3 ? Compare this with what is said 
of our blessed Saviour, Isa. liii. 7, and Matt, 
xi. 29; also xxvi. 63, 67 ; xxvii. 12. * 

We have noticed that Moses sustained the 
offices of Deliverer^ Leader, Lawgivery Me- 
diator, Intercessor, and Priest f — do all these 
characters apply to our blessed Saviour ? 

In what manner ? 

* The desceot of Moses from the mount, at the time when 
the Israelites had giren themselves up to idolatry, may remind 
us of the second coming of our Lord, Hi* re«appearance wiU 
be audden; many will be surprized in forgetfulness of Him. 
Matt xxiv. 42, 44, 50, 51 ; xxr. 1— 13 ; Luke xvii. 26—30 ; 
1 Thess. V. 2 ; 2 Pet. ni. 4. 

*)* Moses may be considered as the most perfect of the 
types of Jesus— Besides each of the above characters, thos6 of 
Prophet ukd King may be noticed. Deut. x^xlv. 10; Acts 
ui. 22. And consider Deut. zxziii. 4, 5 ; Isa. xxxii. 1. 
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JeftUB is our Deliverer from the bondage of 
Sin.-r-He is our Leader through the wilderness 
of this world to the heayenly iidsieritance. — He 
is oxijt^Lamginer^ He declared tlie spirituality 
of the Law (and Himself fulfilled itt) He gave 
His disciples the law of love, the ^* new Com- 
mandment." — He taught them to love God, 
and to love one another, which is the substance 
of the law. Matt. xxii. 37 — 40. — Jesus is our 
Mediator, the medium of communication be- 
tween God the Father, and a sinful world. 
John xiv. 6. [He is God and Man^ the visi-. 
bility of God, " God manifest in the flesh." As 
God in human nature He effected our Redemp- 
tion, as Man He knows our infirmities, and is 
for ever united with us«] — Jesus is our Inter^ 
cessoTy He " ever liveth to make intercession" 
for us. Heb. vii; 25. — Jesus is our great High 
Priest. Heb, iii. 1 ; iv. 14, 16. 

We have considered the character, and many 
of the actions of Moses, as typical of the Holy 
Saviour : why have we done so ? 

Should not our minds be ever directed to our 
Lord ? — Should not the sense of our condemnon 
tion under the law of which Moses was the 
minister, lead us to embrace the saving mercy 
of Christ ? 

What is the great office of the law of Moses 
with respect to us ? See Gal. iii. 19, 24, &c. 

We^poke of Jesus declaring the spirituality 
of the law : can you point out some passages 
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in which He does sot M&tt*y. ^1, 22; 27*^2; 
33-^37; 88—42; 43-^; 3hx.«, 16^1. 

Whl^ fl^tfkiiig words <lid we rematk that 
Moses onde used in the chitfaeter of Jttfer- 
cessor t Ek* jocxii. 32. Bnt eould Moees ha\^ 
redeemed the people had he sacrificed him- 
self for them? 

[No: Jbsvs is the only Redeemer. — fFe are 
altogethei^ condemned by the law of Moses: 
(Gal. iii. }0.) bnt *< Christ hath redeemed ua from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us." ver. 13.1 

Now let us turn to the comparison drawn by 
St. Paul, between th^ dispensation of which 
Moses was a tninister, aftd th6 hearenly dis- 
pensatioti of the Gospel. 

Moses was the initiister of the *^ old testa- 
ment," and of " the letter j" Jesus reveals to us 
" the new testament," and " the spirit." Read 
2 Cor. iii. 6 ; with John vi. 63. 

The ministration of ' Moses was that '^ of 
death;" the ministration of Jesus is that "of 
the spirit,** consequently of lift. 3 Cor. iii. 7, 8. 

The ministration of Moses was that of " con- 
demnations—the ministration of Jesus is that 
of " righteousness." v. 9. 

The former ministration had indeed a i^Iory, 
but the glory of the latter " excelleth." r. 10. 

The former ministration was '* done away** — 
the ministration of Jesus **" remaineth.** v. 11 . 
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What then should be our improvement.of the 
high privileges of the Gospel ? Read Matt. xi. 
20—24 ; Heb, x. 28^ 20 ; xii. 22—25. 

Let us remember that ^' to whomsoever much 
is given, of him shall be much required/' Let 
us pray that we may fully partake of the bene- 
fits of the ministry of Jesus Christ* Let us 
seek Him as our Deliverer ; let us follow Him 
as our Leader; obey Him as our Lawgiver; 
approach Him as Mediator, rely on Him as 
^Intercessor. 
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DANIEL. 



Of what country was Daniel a native ? 

Where was he during the period of his life 
recorded in Scripture ? 

What was the character of the country and 
court where he was ? 

Did Daniel conform to their customs ? 

With what spiritual gifts was he favoured i 
chap. i. 17, &c. 

How was he called upon to exercise them? 

What do we read with respect to Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream? chap. ii. 1 — 11. 

And what decree did the king make ? verselS. 

What was the conduct of Daniel upon thid 
occasion I 

What did he direct his companions to do I 
Read the first clause of the 18th verse. We 
may be sure that he was also himself earnest 
in his supplications to God. 

Did God answer the prayers that M'Ae of- 
fered? 

Read Danicrs thanksgiving, chap. ii. 20 
—23. 

Did Daniel attribute any thing to himself on 
account of what God had made known to him ? 
What does he say to Nebuchadnezzar, verse 
30? 
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Do we r^d of Daniel interpretiog aoy other 
dream of Nebuchadnezzar ?. . 

Read the words of Nebuchadnezzar himself. 
In the beginning of tlie 4th chapter ; then read 
his own account of the dream, and of its inter- 
pretation by Danieli verses 4 — 26. 

Now read the fulfiUneot of the dream, and 
the remarkable change which took place in Ne- 
buchadnezzar, versea 28r-37* 

Of what king of Babylon do we read in the 
5th chapter of Daniel ? 

What is related of him, verses 2 — 4? 
4 Must not this conduct have been very dis- 
pleasing to God ? 

What wonderful fact is recorded, verse 5 ? 

What impression did the appearance make 
upon the king ? verse 6. 

Did he repent and turn to God ? 

For whom did he send, verse 7 ^ 

Could the astrologers help him, or declare 
the meaning of what he saw ? verse 8. 

While the king was ia terror and perplei^ity^ 
who was mentioned to him ? 

What did the queen say of Daniel, verses 
11,12? 

Did Daniel fear to reprove Belshazzar? 
ver. 18—23. 

Did he not also tell him of the judgments 
that were coming upon him ? verses 25 — ^28. 

Did Daniel desire the king* s gifts? verse 17- 
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Did that whioh Dmiii bftA fdneioM^ ^m\i to 
pass? verses 30,31. 

Did king Hwius &vo«t DanieU - obap. vi* 
2,8. 

On what aoeount did lie f^^oiir kitfi ? • 

Were th«rd any tblat eiined Dahiel ? verso 4. 

Did the €ottttiidrB seek to injure bim ? 

But what testimony did tfafeyboar to bis cfaa* 
racter? verse 5. 

Co«dd tbis testi&i(H}y be giren of ta f 

What did the courtiers pei«uade the king to 
do? vetB&i^^O. 

What was Daniel's custom \t'ith respect t( 
prayer? 

Whto he kn^w that the decide wal» made, 
did be niier bid^ daily praotioe ? vevse 10. 

And was the decree put in execution against 
him? 

You may observe bow very dangerous it is to 
listen to flatlery> and how wtimg to utt from 
the feelings of corrupt nature. 
• What did the kiDg say to Daniel^ as he was 
cast into the den ? verse 16. 

2>ic; (^od deliver Daniel? 

How were the lions kept from hurting him i 
verse S2. 

Must not Daniel have had strong faith in 
God? 

Pray that God will give yo« grace to serve 
Him with fidelity, and to truit tiim in an hour 
of trial. 
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II. 



How did the king pass the night; iirhile 
Daniel was in the lion's den ? chap. vi. 18. 

Who do you thinic passed the happiest night, 
Darius oir Daniel ? 

The king was in his palucBy probably on a 
luxurious bed, in an apartment magnificently 
furnished, but he had no peace^he could not 
eat ; he could not sleep-^he could not listen to 
the sound of music. Daniel bad no bed'^he 
was in a dark den with wild beasts. Tet we 
may be very certain that his soul was in calm 
repose: a heavenly spirit was sent to guard 
him, and he was cheered by the beams of the 
divine presence. 

What account do we read in the 23rd verse? 

Why was ** no manner of hurt/' found upon 
Daniel ? 

Faith in God then, rescued him from the 
jaws of death. 

What .answers to the prayers of Daniel, can 
you point out to me ? [First read Dan. \%. 3—19 ; 
then ver. 20—23 : and x. 11, 12.] 

What is the endearing name given to Daniel ? 
chap. ix. 23; x. 11, 19. 

What prophecies were delivered by Daniel 
respecting our Saviour, and His Kingdom ? See 
particularly Dan. ii. 84, 36, 44, 46; vii. »-^14; 
ix. 24—27; xil. 1-^, 7, 9---13. 
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What graces appear most eminent in Daniel's 
character ? 

[His temperance, purity, and simplicity in 
the midst of a corrupt court, chap. i. His fide- 
lity in giving glory to God alone ; ii. 28, 30, 
His humility under the honours bestowed upon 
him by three kings, ii. 48; v. 29; vi. 1—3; 
24-*28. His sincerity and uprightness in giv- 
ing reproof, his disinterestedness, iv. 24—27 5 
V. 17 — 23. His holy courage and adherence to 
God in the face of death itself, Dan. vi. His 
Faith, eminently manifested' in his great trial. 
His habit of prayer— supplications for his 
people, and ardent desires for the honour of 
God in His city and sanctuary.] 

What may we learn from the example of 
Daniel ? 

Though we are not in the court of Babylon, 
are we not in the midst of a corrupt world? 
[Rev.xviii. 4.] 

If we resist its temptations, must we not be 
singular, or unlike others ? 

Ought we to regard this I 

Daniel spoke the truth to Nebuchadnezzar 
and Belshazzar v^ithout fear, ought we ever to 
act or speak with insincerity ? 

Ought we to yield to selfish fear in our inter* 
course with others ? 

These are sins very common in the commu- 
nications of men with each other, so common 
that they are generally overlooked. 



y Google 



OF RiPBR TJBBARS. 69 

Daniel was in danger of death for his adhe- 
rence to God, you may be called to endure 
suffisrings in endeavouring to serve God: if 
you cannot endure light trials, how could you 
stand exposure to death? — Yet ought not 
Christians to suffer death, rather than dis- 
honour Jesus Christ? Read Matt. x.2S,32, 
33; Mark viii. 35-38; 2 Tim. ii. 12; and 
Rev.xii. 11. 

Daniel exercised /aiM in the time of danger : 
*' he believed in his God :" do you not often 
doubt and fear, instead of wholly trusting in 
Godr 

What may you learn with respect to prayer, 
from Daniel's example t 

Daniel was concerned in the affairs of a king-' 
dom, he had a public and weighty employment, 
(ch. vi. 2, 3.) yet it was his custom to pray 
three times a day* Ask yourself " what is my 
habit?" 

Daniel was not deterred from prayer even by 
the prospect of Death : — should we say we are 
too busy to pray, or fear reproach and suffering 
in following such a practice ? 

We noticed that Daniel prayed for his peo- 
ple, and for the sanctuary of God: what is 
the second petition in the Lord's prayer J 

You should daily pray that God's king- 
dom may come ; that it may come ^rst in your 
own soul— and, that the kingdoms of this world 
may become " the Kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of His Christ." 



y Google 



70 QUESTIONS VCMt TdUVG PBRSONS, &C. 

We have considered sieveral Scripture cha- 
racters in the Old Testament^ and we faare" 
observed quite safficient to oonTiDee ns how 
&r we are fiom the holiness and devotedness 
to God, which His servants of old Daanifeeted. 
-^llieBe peiBons had not known the coming 
of Christ upon engfh as we know it. They- 
were not yet admitted to the fuU partidpation 
of the privileges of '^ the Kingdom of Heaven/' 
They earnestly desired the ftdfilment of the 
promises. (Matt. xiii. 17*) If^ under the 
shadowy dispensatioa of the law, tiiey so faith-' 
fully followed God, and ^' loved not their lives 
unto the death"-^what ardent love should we 
testify; to whom the Redeemer is manifested, 
as the Word made flesh ! How should we 
prove our love by adhering to His heavenly pre- 
cepts, and by a close walk in His presence ! 

** Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law or the prophets: I am not come to destroy y 
but tofuljiir 

— " Not every one that saith unto me, Zrorc/, 
Lordf shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven" 
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YOUNG PERSONS OF BIPBR YEARS. 

SERVANTS, kc. 



AFFUCTION- 

Wbo sends afiliction ? 
. .Does God willingly afflict ? What is said by 
Jeremiah, Lam. iii. 33 ? 

Is there more^ thaa ooe kind of affliction ? 

There are various mental as well as bo£Iy 
afflictions. This world is the scene of afflic- 
tion. The death of th6se who are dear to us 
is afflictive; men are often a source of afflic- 
tion to one another, by unkindness and ia^ 
jaf}6s. During your passage through life, 
you will probably experience that there are 
various afflictions.* 

* The ScriptnreB abotmd wilb aceotiots ol aflUcttoii ) many 
aflKcttons of wfiicli they 8p«aky are aho enrpressed by tlra word 
triaL' The life of 9t. Paal was ftiU of trkUw; but it la doC 
here our o^ect to cornier the sirfferfngv which the atvraBls 
of Christ meet with in His cante ; We Bft rather coBslderiag 
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Do the body and mind always safFer toge- 
ther'f 

May suffering be felt for another f 

Do we often sympathise with others 7 

Who eminently endured suffering /or others f 
[See Isai. liii. 4, 5; IxiiU 9; Heb. ii. 17 r 
iv. 15.] 

Can the sufferings of men atone for Sin ? 

Whose sufferings atoned for Sin ? 

Have the afflicted any sure source of peace ? 

Are those who have never sought God pre- 
pared to receive this peace ? 

Why is Christ emphatically said to have 
borne ^* the chastisement of our peace ?" 

Since the sufferings of Christ have made a 
full atonement for sin, why do we suffer? 

Read what St. Paul says, Heb. xii. 7 — H* 

Hota may we be made partakers of His 
holiness ? 

What should be our conduct under suffering? 
V.9. 

What fruit is affliction intended to produce 
in us? V, 11. 

How did our Saviour explain this subject to 
His disciples ? John xv. 1,2. 

fFhmn does God most especidly afflict ? =Heb. 
xii. 6 ; Rev. iii. 19. 

«ffiictioQ as a means wUch God employs to cure the pervsrse 
state of man. In the process of oar sanctification, theie will 
be much inward as well a< outward affliction— there must be 
much suffering from the (^position of our corrupt nature to 
the life of God in tha Soul. 
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Of whilt then is affliction the proof?* 

But |s tliere nothing in us displeasing to 
God? 

VfhaX is His design in affliction ? 

Why is medicine administered to Ike body? 

How may affliction be the medicine of the 
Soi*t» 

How does tbe P^mist speak of prosperity 
as opposed to afflicticHi ? See Pa, Ixxifi. And 
of Grod's paternal mercies in affliction? See 
Pisalms Ixxvii; cvii \ exix. verses 67, 7I> 7&* 

* Fwhapi it 18 not sufficiently conuilcicd, that, id our 
nStncBl 8tate» there Js a real %mjitneu for tbe happiness of 
heATQft — «n incapacity for itijoying it. This incapacity is caused 
by our perverted state through the fall^ and by our having 
sought happiness in any thing but its true source.- -The 
natural man is in a slate directly cmUrtny to tbe stale of 
Hgaven ; his whole being is diaordered by sip, and if be be 
converted, still his inferior natnre opposes his cupcnor being.— - 
This contrariety must be overcome by the grace of the Re- 
deemer; and afflictions are amongst the means which He 
ttsca ; they avs mtdicinet admHiistfireA by the heavenly physi- 
cian. — ^The process of sanctificatioa is. very graduaU-«-Tb« 
hard ground of the heart is broken by the plough of afflic- 
tion ; the proud flesh in tbe spiritual state of man is con- 
sumed as by a caustic ; the impurititt of tbe soul, its intpedi- 
namlB to Uesfledneas are remQve4 as by a dissolviog fire. — 
To the weariness and disquiet, the fevet jsh restlessness of the 
worldly spirit, succeed the rest and peace of God ; to the 
ihsiindity of earthly things, the satisfying realities of Hea- 
ven. 

Through the spifitual operation of the Redeemer by afflic- 
tion, a capacity is made for true happintis g and that overflow- 
ing divine goodness which leaves no void in the natural 
creation, will not leave unfilled, the soul which begins to 
*• buBgec md thint alktr righteoiisiicas." 
PART II. E 
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Shew me some divine promises relating to 
aiBiction. 

[Amongst others in the Old Testament, see 
Job V. 19; Ps. xxxiv. 19; l. 16; xci, 15; Isa. 
xlix. 13, 16, &c.] 

Mention some passages which speak of afflic- 
tion as a means preparatory to future Messed^ 
ness.-— [Ps. xciv. 12, 13; cxxvi, 6, 6 ; Isa. liv. 
11, &c.; Jer. xxxi. 18—20; Lam. iii. 22—26.] 
What does our Saviour say. Matt. v. 4. — and 
Luke vi. 20, 21, 24, 26? What respecting 
Lazarus, Luke xvi. 26 ? What is written by 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi, 38? What by St. James, 
ch. i. 9—12 ; ii. 6 ? See also Rev. vii. 14—17- 

What comparison is made by St. Paul, Rom. 
viii. 18? And 2 Cor. iv. 17 ? And hotu is this 
weight of glory wrought ? [ver. 18.] 

Whitt do we read of sufferings endured 
through faith, Heb. xi. 36—38 ? And what is 
said of Moses, ver, 26, 26 ? 

Are the children of Gody in general, pros- 
perous or afflicted in this world ? 

Of the different examples of affliction men- 
tioned in the Bible, which is the most striking? 

What may we especially learn from the afflic- 
tions of Job ? Compare Job i. 8 ; ch. xxxiii ; 
xlii. 1 — 6. The most " upright'' of men had 
need of being humbled in the dust. 

What grace does St. James recommend irom 
the example of Job ? James y. 10. 

How did Job's afflictions terminate ? 

Does affliction always terminate happily on 
earth? . . ' . 
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But how will sanctified affliction fnally ter- 
minate ? Rev. vii. 14 \ xxi. 4. 

To apply the subject to your own particular 
case : what should be the comfort you seek in 
affliction? 

Whom should you make your refuge ? Ps. 
ix. 9 ; Jer. xvi. 19. 

What Book should you read ? [Ps. cxix. 60.] 

What occupation is eminently suited to you 
Read what St. James says, cb. y. )3. 

What graces are you called to exercise? 
[Faith; patience; resignation.] 

What great object should you keep in view ? 
Heb. xii. 2. 

Christ is the refuge of the afflicted. Matt, 
xi. 28. — The Stifferings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ are an unfailing support to the true be- 
liever, under all afflictions — ^in the hour of death, 
and at the day of Judgment. 

Those who . experience the deepest affliction 
upon earth) do but iasie that Cup, which Jbsus 
drank to its last dregs. He is emphatically 
called ^^Ihe man of sorrows'' — He became the 
man of sorrows that He might remove the cause 
of sorrow, that He might finally " wipe away all 
tears from our eyes." He has taken away ** the 
sting" of sorrow, and left us only its salutary 
portionl By "jEKs stripes we are healed/' — 
He endured the stroke of Justice^ we receive 
the stripes of love. 

e2 
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BODY. 

r. 

Have you a body? Is it a visible 6ddy ? 

Are there bodies invimbte' to nst 

Can you feel your body ? 

Does your bodj^ feel ? 

Can you move yourbo(}y ^ 

Has your body mefxibcfrB 7 Whal do tbey 
rtZ/fcrm? 

Are they purposely nmted f 

Can tbey act independently of each otl^r? 

Can they act, separated from the body? 

Has your body organs of sense? How 
many? 

What ore tk«tr functions ? 

Does any function hindeit another ? 

Doe& any svipersede the use d another ? 

Do the functions agree wikh, and aid each 
other ? Give me some instances. 

What is that sense of wbiclb evein/ part of yoo'r 
hoiy i^ capabie ? 

What is especially the orgattof the'vnder^ 
standing? 

Do yon know bow the heart bo«(s ? 

]f its beating be stopped^ tfihat will Ibo the 
consequence ? 

Who made it b^n to beat — maintldns its 
action at this instant— <and wilt or<top its last 
stroke ? 
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WtMi cbcA David say^ Bi. ciLXjix. 14? 

Who formed; and who preserves^ each tnem«- 
ber and ovgaa of your body ? 

For what purpose were tiiey giren \ 

Was your body ialwaysits present 'siee ? 

By what means did it grow ? 

Is foodirf<me necessary far bodiiy life ? 

Do you know bom the air suppotts its ? 

Is ft eertaiii degree of warmth also re- 
quisite ? 

Do the Ufe utd beakh of the body depend on 
one thing or many things ? 

Is any 4mtg^ or bourly gmwth perceptible in 
the body? 

But does it ever continue precisely in die 
same state I 

What icon^kmt change is taldng place in it ? 

Has the body a time— an end ? 

Is it mortal ? Is it conmplSile ? 

What is the great ehfUDge wfaich must take 
place? 

Is there a natural oanse for the death of the 
body? 

Is there a spirituai cause ? 



H. 



is your body the whole of t/om? 
You said your body motod ? What mov^ it? 
Could it vioTe if it bad smi aoul ? 
Can your body be in difierent places at the 
same instant? 



y Google 



78 QUJKSTIONS VOR TOONO PBRSONS 

Is your soul thus confined in time Bnd 
space? 

Do you generally will to move before you 
move? IFAa^ wills? 

But do you always perceive that you tvill, 
before you move ? 

Why do you not perceive that you will ? [Be- 
cause the motion of the body follows rapidly upon 
that of the will ; it instantly obeys/ there is no 
hesitation.] 

Does your body 'then readify obey your 
will? 

Does it always obey your canscimce ? 

Are not its inclinations often contrary to con- 
science? t 

Does it never incline you to be idle ? 

May it not lead you to desire food im- 
properly? 

Shoidd you indulge its appetites ? 

If you do, what will be the consequence ? 

Should not inordinate .appetites be denied? 

Have you never been .vain of your body ? 

Ought you to be vain of it ? (1 Cor, iv. 70 

Does a fine dress do your body more good 
than a plain one ? 

Does it adorn your soul ? Does it please or 
recommend you to Ood? 

To whom are you indebted for .every fower, 
every advantage, and . comfort of your body ? 
And to whose honour should every power be 
devoted ? What does . St. Paul say, 1 Cor. 
X.31. 
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Is your body the most precious part of you ? 

Is the body meant to be a servant or a 
master? Consider Ps. xlix : and Rom. viii, 13. 

What connects the soul with this world ? 

What shall dissolve the connection ? 

What account is given of the formation of 
the body, Gen. ii. 7? 

Did it undergo a change through the fall ? 

And what sentence was pronounced upon it { 
Read also Eccles. xii. /• 

/ Does the body return to dust, while the soul 
h united to it? 

But whither does the body continually tend I 

Of what use then is it to pamper, or vainly 
dress that which will be the food of worms ? 

What rule should you observe with respect 
to the nourishment of your body ? [You should 
give it as much as, but no more than is neces- 
sary to render it a Jit servant to the soul.] 

Is there a judgment for the things done in 
the body ? 2 Cor. v. 10. 

What exhortations does St. Paul give, 
Rom. vi. 12, 13; and xii. 1? 

III. 

Do you often suffer pain in the body ? 

What has been the great cause of all its 
puns ? 

How may bodily pains be blessed ? 

Will there be an end of disease and pain in 
the body ? When ? And why ? 
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Sfaall we liave a body ofter death I 
How do you kaow this 2 Is it reveakd in 
Scripture? 

Mention Aome passi^s from which we ieam 
the resurrection of the body* [Job jdx. 36 ; 
Dan. xii. 2 ; Matt, xxvii. 52 } John v. 28^ ^ ; 
1 Cor. XV. 36—44.] 

What k the most striking proof that we shall 
have a body after death? {That Jesus rose 
again, and appeared in a t>ody ; and that He 
aaoended into heaven with His glorified body.''^] 
Shall we have a body like that which we bave 
nowt 

Will llie body be immoital ? Will it be in- 
corniptifale? 

May the body be beauteous— ^glorified-j^ for 
the presence of God? 

The body of man was created beautiful, and 
when Ak shall be entirely done away, its jmrni- 
five beauty will doubtless be restored : in the 
world to come it may even be more glorioos 
then the body of Adam in Paradi«e| being raised 
higher by the blessed incamatiun of the Son of 
God. 

* At the transfiguration^ we have a glimpte of our Lord's 
glorified body. Read the description, Matt. xvii. 2 ; Mark 
ix. 3 : Luke ix. 29. It may ht asked why tfais glorified body 
was not thm ihanifested after His retvrrectioQ^ or •£ IKs as- 
cension. The subject appears to be involved in tacred ob- 
scurity ; we aaust believe the reason Co have been wise and 
gracious. Possibly that body, which had Ijeen made a little 
lower than the angelic form, was to pass, yet unarrayed 
with full effulgence, throagli ot&er werlls. [^fa* ir. 8**-10.3 
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Bttt «faail ail obt«!ti a glorified body ? 

Is there to be a di$tinefim in the sMes of 
men at the Tetct^eetiont Head Dan. xii. S. 
Luke XX. 35^ M ; Jchn v. 38, 29. 

To whom then ie tlie deatii of tbe body ter- 
rible ? fTo the impenitent and unbeliever.] 

To whom is it full of hope ? 

Csui yon point out the €ontra$i wluch St. 
Paul draws between the body of a eaint at his 
death, and its stifte after the resurrection ? [He 
cxnnpsres it to a eeed which lies hidden in the 
earth, in the bands of corruption, but only to 
spring up in freshness and beauty.] 

How is the body said to be sown ? {1 Cor. xv. 
42 : "in corruption.'*] 

Lq what state is it to be raised ? {verse 42.] 

Observe how the contrast is carried on, vefses 
43, 44. The "natural*" bodies we now have 
must lie down, " in corruption," — " in dis- 
honour,*' — *^ in weakness 5" but if we are true 
Christians, we shall, at the Resurrection, re- 
ceive ** spiritual ** bodies, " in incorruption," 
in " glory," in "power." 

We see that believers will have a beautiful 
body ; can you think of a reason why it will be 
beautiful ? 

As the infirmity and corruption of tiie earthly 
body may be considered a manifestation of the 
fallen state of the soul, so the beauty of the 
heavenly body may be an expression, an out- 
ward manifestation of the beauty and glory of 
b3 
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the redeemed soul. As Chkist is the source of 
ail spiritual glory and beauty in the believer, it 
follows that the beauty of the heavenly body 
will be imparted by Christ., It is Chris fs ra- 
diance which is shed abroad in the soul of the 
believer, and the soul being full of His glory, 
transmits it to the heavenly body. * 

Do j/ou desire to have a heavenly body ? 

Seek to be made a pai^aker of the resur- 
rection of the blesscwl, through Jesus Christ. 
Prepare to participate in the glorified state of 
hi^ saints. 

* We may conauTe that the soul is now forming to itself a 
body, which shall be fully manifested when it is unclothed of 
its house of clay s and that according to the state which tbe 
soul attains daring the present life, shall be the eonditioa and 
appearance of tbe body aftei* death. 
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BURIAL. 

You have seen a burial ; how may the sight 
be improved? 

What is done at a burial ? 

^Aa^ is burial? 

Is the soul buried? 

What would the soul that once lived in the 
body, say to you, if it were to speak ? 

Does it care as it once did for its body ? 

Does it care how the body was dressed ? Or 
think what the body had to eat? 

Does it fear the ridicule of men ? 

Have you often heard the bell toll? 

Must your body be buried ? 

Will others hear the bell toll for you ? 

Do you know when ? 

But as you are certain this will be the case, 
what ought to be your conduct now? 

Whenever you see a funeral, you should 
ofier up this, prayer from the 90th Psalm, *' So 
teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom/' 

Have. you attentively listened to the burial 
service? . . 

What are the first words which are uttered ? 

'^ I am the resurrection and the life^ saith the 
Lord : he that believ^th in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth 
b4 
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and believeth in me, shall never die." See John 
xi. 26, 26. 

At whose grave were these words first ut- 
tered ? [John xi.] 

To whom'tnay they be n comfort ? 

What portion of Scripture is s&leoted for the 
lesson in the Burial service ? [The 15th chapter 
of the 1st of Corinthians, beginniDg at the SOth 
verse.] 

Read this poition of Serij^ne bj yourself. 

Your body will die — your body will corropt. 
Your «w^ cru never die. You muBt '^appear 
before the judgment 6e«t of Chri6t.''~*«The 
last trump" shall sound; ^tke^^A fihall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.'^ 
Ask yourself, what is "the sting of death?" 
how may / obtain " the victory !'* 

What passage from the Rerelatiomi is nsad at 
the burisd service ? 

" I heard a voice from beaven, saying imto 
-me, write, from heneefarth bkssed are the dead 
which die in the Lord^ evien so saitb the Spirit, 
for they Test from their labours." 

What words of Scripture are uttered, winle 
they p««pape to lay the corpse ia the gsate ? 

" Man that is born of a woman, hsttb but a 
slioct ti«ie to live, and is fatt of misery. He 
cometh up, and is cut down like a flower; he 
fleeth as it were a uimiaw, »d ne^er eoutamieth 
in one fftay.** 

We wilt condode with m, prayer fiom Ak 
solemn service ; offer it for ysasself »mI otben ; 
offer it particularly when you see a burial; 
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^* In the midst of life we are in death : of 
whom may we seek -for succour, but of Thee, 
O Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased? 

Yet, O Lord God noet heiy, O Lord most 
mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, de- 
Imr «s n<]t into the Miter pains •of eternal 
death/' 

Tboti knowest, Lord, the fleo^tsifif^Rir hearts. 

Thou knewest all •our ms : spafre ud,0 Lord 
most holy, O God most mighty^^O- lidly and 
mercifel Saviour, help us so to li^v^, that, at our 
last hour we may not depart from theci 
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CANAAN : 

[THJE inheritance op ISRAEL-] 

What land was promised to Abraham and 
his posterity ? 

Find some pikssages. Gen. xii. ^ ; xiii. 15 ; 
xvii. 8; Numb, xxxiv. 2; Deut. xxxii. 49^ 
1 Chron. xvi. 18. 

How is the land of Canaan particulariy de- 
scribed ? 

Repeat what God says of it, Ex. iii. 8. 

And read Deut. viii. 7 — 9; 3ti. 10—12. 

What kind of people were the early inha- 
bitants ? Gen. X. 15 — 19 ; xv. 16 ; Ex. xxiii. 
23, 24 ; Lev. xviii. 24—27. 

In what state were the children of Israel 
when God called them to leave Egypt? Ex. i. 
13,14; iii. 7, 17 1 vi. 7- 

What do we read that God said to Abraham, 
Gen. XV. 13, 14? 

' By whom did God conduct them to the bor- 
ders of the promised land ? 

And by whom did he bring them into the 
promised land ? 

Is there an instance of God being the Leader 
and King of any other people, as He was of the 
Israelites ? 

By what way were they led ? Ex. xiii. 18. 

What river had they to pass before they could ' 
enter Canaan 1 
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Were their enemies. to be driinen dot all at 
once? 

What is sud, Ex. »ui. 29, 30; Dent. vii. 
22? 

^ Were the Israelites to suffer any of the former 
inhabitants to remain ? Why not ? Read Ex. 
xxiii. 33 ; xxxiv. 12 ; Numb. 3^xxiii. 55 ; Deut. 
vii. 16; Josh, xxiii. 12, 13. 
. After the Israelites entered Canaan, were they 
faithful in serving God ? 

Their frequent disobedience and idolatry 
should be a warning to those whom Christ Iuu9 
called to the privileges of His Kmgdom. 

What signal punishments do. we read that 
their sins brought upon them, before the com- 
ing of Christ? 

[God bore long with them.; but at length 
they were carried captive to Babylon, and even 
after this, they underwent a succession of chas- 
tisements.] 

Had not God promised the Israelites abun» 
dant blessings upon their obedience ? vRead 
Deut. xxviii. 1— -14. 

And have not we also' precioua psomisea in 
the Gospel? 2Pet. i. 4. 

Remember that what you read in Ihe Scrip- 
tures, is, as far as possible, to be brought home 
to yourselves. - ; . 

We have considered some part of the history 
of the Israelites, as connected with Canaan, of 
what may Canaan itself remind us ? 
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To takom h. Heaven pvoteUed ? . 

Is this an inheritance to be desired ? 

What was tliaft^ityi onoe. so distingui^d in 
the earthly Canaan 7 

Where dball Uie /Mowers bfike Lamb dwell ? 
Rfiv^ xxu 2, 8, 27. 

Canaan was '^a g0od laod^ and a large'' — 
" a land flowing with miiH ai^d faooey^' — ^a land 
of which it is empbaticaUy said, thttJhe eges of^ 
the Lord God were ah^^s upoH it^Jrom the 
hegimdng of the year even unto the end of the 
^mxr. — Of Heanfeu. k nsbay act 4»nly be sai^ that 
God ever looks .upon iftj but tbat it is. the <ibp€le 
of Hia majesty and f^y. Tbem the redeemed 
-diali d«ieilfer •evcar in Hie immediate pres^ioe^ 
and '^see light," in the light itsel£. Are.you 
ttceksttg this hea\woly cownlry ? 

Who coadncUHis followers tbi^ber 7 

JLet us see if we can trace an analogy between 
some of the civcinitstwaceft of ^ the Jbnaelites' 
j^nxmeyitigBi towards Canaae, and the {Mrogre3s 
of the Christian towards Heaven. 
* la what ^tate idots tto tneiMcy of Jesus Christ 
find us 7 

V^e&be aire vft faron^t out 7 , 

Aiie >we not bmught out of the spiritual Egypty 
from a state of sin and bondage 7 . 

The Israelites had to pass the Red Sea ; they 
passed Afoogh a Bttfitisina in the Sea."^ We 
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have to pafls through Itegeneratian^ to be «^- 
ritually b^ized iato Chzi^fs ikath. ^ 

The way of the Isradltefi lay tbcoa^ the 
JVitdemes$; •our road to Heapren UtH throng 
the wildetness of thk world* 

The IsraeiitBfl had to enoouoter e»emie$ ia 
their way to Cknaan; but Go4 dtren^ened 
them to fight, and fought for them : we have 
to encooaker spiritmtf enemieB; taut -God en- 
ables 116 to fight, and fights for lu. - 

The Israelites had no mipplies but ibose i?e- 
ceiifed Jrom the hand of God. We have bo 
fltreogthy or euppoii, bot that which we deiiFe 
^from Heaven. 

The cloud guided, the presaMae of Grod ac- 
companied the Israelites: the Providence of 
God, and the presence of God, tguide and at- 
tend u«. 

What did we say the Israelites had to pass 
before they entered the promised land ? 

What have we to pass through before we can 
enter heaven ? 

Could the Israelites tell haw they were to 
pass the Jordan ? 

Read the account given Joshua iii. 

How did Joshua encourage the people ? Ver. 
9—11. 

ffhat went before them ? 

How may you apply this ? 

"The Ark of the Covenant," borne by the 

• Rom. vi. 4. 
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priests, went before the Israelites. Read Joshua 
iii. 13, to the end. — Jesus Christ has Himself 
passed the river of death, and He will be with 
every believer in his passage through it.— Ob- 
serve, that the moment the feet of the Priests, 
bearing the ark, touched the waters, they were 
divided, and the people passed through on dry 
ground. 

If Jesus be with us in passing through death, 
it shall have no power to hurt us. At His 
command, the waters shall divide. We shall 
scarce be conscious of the pas8age^*-we shall 
experience a safe and blessed transition, from 
the region of the shadow of death, to theland^ 
of glory and immortality. 

We have a sure promise from the Spirit of 
Jesus, *'When thou passest through the waters, 
I will be with thee, and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee." Isai. xliii. 2. 
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CHRISTIANS. 

Where were the .disd{>les first called Chris- 
tians? Acts xi. 26. 

From whom is the name Christian derived? 
Whom should Christians resemble? 
. Do you know what the name Christ sig- 
nifies? 

. With what was Jesus anointed ? Acts x. 88 : 
and see Isa. Ixi. i ; Luke iv. 18. 

With what should Cknstiam be anointed ? 
May we have the name of Christians without 
this anointing? 

. ]^ut can we be true Christians without it ? 
, Can we be followers of Cluist without His 
likeness^ or without His character and spirit? 

Read Rom. viii. 9, 14; Gal. iv. 6; £ph. iv. 
23, 24; Phil. ii. 6. 

. . What kind of people then^ should Christians 
be? . 

How will they di£kr fi:om th^ rest of the 
wcMrld ? 

Can we be Christians, if we are ashamed of 
Christ and bis doctrine ? Read Mark viii. 38* . 

Can we be Christians, if we follow the world 
in its spirit and practices ? 

. Mention some passages in the New Testa- 
ment which shew that Christians cannot do 
this. 

See Malt. vi. 24; xvL 24-^26; John v. 44; 
viii. 23; xv. 19; xviL 14—16; Rom. xii. 2; 
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1 Cor. ii. 12; iii. 19; 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4; James 
iv. 4 ; 1 John v. 19. 

What kind of people were the Jirst Cliristians? 

Bead Luke udv. 53, 53; Acts i. 14; ii. 1, 
41—47; iv.31— 33. 

^ffbo was JSret put io death tor the Gtiristian 
fdth? 

What did lie behold before he dkdt Acts 
vii. 55, 56. 

' Have manjf ChristianB been put to death for 
their adherence to Jeans OirisI; ? 

Yes; there \rere in the firsi ages of Chris- 
tiaiiity« aninmmerablenmhiiudeofChxii^dBaiB, 
who preferred Christ above every tiling ; and 
rather tfaaa renoniice their faith m Him, or 
deny that they iov^d Him, they suftved death 
in many psdnfoi ways : their 'bodira anifered, 
but tbair aonte entered into joys inexpressible. 
The present age is not a time of trials like these, 
tMt (^ristianfi liate daily calls to renounce the 
worhlj and to deny themselves, which is not to 
be done witbdut mnch snaring. 

Can you mention any persons in the Netv 
TestameiA, in whom the power of Christianity 
effected -a remarkable chmge f 

Read the accomit of Mary Magdalene, lAike 
vii. 37, 38, 44—48; JtAn xx. 11—18. 

And the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. 
Acts ix. 

In the life and writings of St. Paul, we have 
a most powerful testimony to the efifects of 
Christianity : his devotedness to Christ k mani- 
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Itst toaU tbe fvroifl<i .Minibi not a change lUie- 

Though the changt ki lis will not be ae 
9tiri1dngy stiUU^ sbouU be aa real.. 

JEto yoa remeiaber any rennrkaUt imnb. of 
St Paid in bh apokigj befoce Agaf^at Eead 

And m wbat aituation was be at tUs tkne? 

[He vma a jtwistiftfr, bound with cbameN»*-tbe 
Jenra hud. coatpir^ against bis Hfe**«te had 
eodmt^d lUi^eseant toils and trials in the cause 
at bis Diviae Maater, aaid be had Ibe prospect 
oC facther Bufferiogs.J 

How does he express bis attachment to the 
Cross of Christ ? 1 Cor. ii. 2 ; Gal. vi. 14. 

What is his estimate of all things in com- 
parison of the knowledge of Christ? Phil, 
iii. 8. 

And of what value to us, is any knowledge, 
any earthly good, compared with Christ ? (Ps. 
Ixxiii. 25 ; Prov. iii. 15.) 

Have we such devoted love as this ? 

Yet the spirit of Christianity is always the 
same ! 

Are you called a Christian ? 

Are you seeking to be a Christian in spirit ? 

What does the body of Christians on earth 
form ? [The church militant.] 

What will the body of Christians in heaven 
form ? [The church triumphant.] 

What should we desire for all who call them- 
selves Christians? [That they ''may be led 
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into the way of truth, and hold the faith, in 
unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of ISe. --^j 

Let us pray that the same spirit which in-^ 
fluenced the Jitst Christians may be revived 
amongst u$; — that we may be enabled to en- 
dure suffering for Christ — that we may foUow 
Him under drosses, humiliation, contempt, in- 
juries, abjectbess, as correctives of our state, as 
dispcMousations of the highest love. Let us pray 
that, by the jipirit and power of Christianity^ 
every Christian may experience the total death 
of Sin, and the resurrection to endless life with 
the Son of God. 
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CONSCIENCE. 

Let what has been said on conscience, in the 
lessons for children, be first considered. After 
this^ a few such questions as the following may 
be asked. 

May the consciences of men be in differeut 
states ? 

May there not be an awakened conscience ? 

And a tender conscience ? 

And a wounded conscience ? 

And a seared^ or hardened conscience ? 

And a good conscience ? 

Let us seek from Scripture some examples of 
these different states, and try to apply them for 
our own benefit. • 

Give me from Scripture, an instance of an 
ati^aAren^c/ conscience. What do \^e read that 
Joseph's brethren said, Gen. xlii.21 ? 

And in what state had their consciences been ? 

If your conscience be awakened, must you 
not say, I am " verily guilty ?" If it ha^ not 
yet been awakened, pray that God will awaken 
it by His Spirit. 

Give me an instance of a tender conscience ^ 
Read what is recorded of Josiab; 2 Kings, 
xxii. 8—20 ; xxiii. 1 — 25. If your conscience 
be inatcfnder state, what means should yoo use 
to preserve it so ? 

Pray to Qod to preserve it tender ; do not 
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wilfully resist it; avoid every thing that may 
lessen its sensibility. 

Do- we find an instance in Scripture of a 
wounded conscience ? 

Did not David feel a wounded conscience, 
when he said^ ^' mine iniquities are gone over 
my head : as a heavy burden they are loo heavy 
for me?" Read Psalms xxxii. 1 — 4; xxxviii; 
and IL 

If you have a wounded conscience, do not 
seek to heal it yourself; you will only aggra- 
vate its sufferings. There is *' balm in Gilead* — 
go to the heavenly Physician— to Him whd has 
said, " they that be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick/' 

Where do you read of a seartd^ or- hardened 
conscience^ 1: Tim. iv. 3. 

Is not this a state of conseieoee much to be 
dreaded ? 

Does the conscience become hardened all at 
once? 

fHiat gradually hardens it ? 

Since frequent resistance hardens, coneciexre^; 
should you not carefully avoid resisting it? 
* Pray to God to keep you from a hardened 
conscience. 

Where do we read of a good coBMaencev ov 
of a good state of conscience % 1 Ttn^ i. 5 ; 
Acts xxiv. 16; Heb. ix. 14 $ 1 Tim. in. 9^ 
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May we be deceived in sapposing we have a 
good conscience? 

We may think we have a good conscience, 
when we have reaUy an unawakened one. It 
cannot be a good conscience, unless it has been 
an awakened, unless it if a tender conscience. 
Pray that God will enlighten you upon this 
subject, that He will bring you into a right 
state of conscience, and preserve you in it. 
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COVETOUSNESS. 

I. 

What is CovetouBness? 

To what is Covetonsness oppoised ? 

TPTig cb we covet ? [Becauee it is the nature 
of the Soul to desircy and when the Supreme 
Good is hot the object of its pursuit, it desires 
inferior things.] 

, What Commandment has God given aggdnst 
Covetousness ? 

What is Covetousness called, Col. iii. 5 ? 

Why is Covetousness Idolatry ? 

Does it not tempt the heart to trust in the 
earthly goods which we hold, and call our 
owrij and thus turn us away from trusting in 
God? 

Does not Covetousness cause us to be unduly 
attaehed to earthly goods ? 

And are not all things in which we trusty 
and to which we unduly attach ourselves, like 
so many gods to us? Are they not, at 
least, suffered to take the place of God in our 
hearts? 

Of what striking instances of Covetousness 

.do we read in Scripture ? See Joshua vii. 10 — 

25; 1 Kings xxi. 1—16; and xxii. 37, 38. 

See also, 2 Kings v. 20—27. And Acts v. 

1—11. 
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What did Achan covet ? And how was his 
sm detected ? 

What did Ahab covet ? And what course did 
he pursue ? 

What seduced Gehazi ? 

What desire first actuated Anatxias and Sap- 
phira? Acts v. 2. 

Observe that th^se persons used different 
means to obtain their ends; but they were 
influenced by the same principle. 

What does St. Paul say, I Tim. vi. 9, 10? 

You may not be tempted by the lave of 
money ^ and may think you are not covetous : 
-•-but do you not dem^e things which you ought 
not to desire ? 

No desire, which is contrary to the pure 
Imc of Qod, must wlCf or have place in, our 
hearts. 

fFhat is the lo^ of money called, v. 10 ? 

Money, as the usual means by which men 
seek to gratify their passions, may be consi- 
dered the common object of desire, and the love 
of it, « the root of all evil/* 

How m^y Coretoumess be ^' the root of all 
eva?" 

[If we once indulge an evil desire, it will 
gather strength^ and by degrees captivate the 
whole being"— the mind will become resolutely 
bent upon the object of desire-^conscience will 
be resisted, the influence of the Holy Spirit 
slighted, — the heart will be bard^ned> the law 
f2 
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of God set aside, His sacred commands vio- 
lated.*] 

In the awful Examples^ of Covetousness 
which we have read, might it not be called 
" the root of all evil ?" 

Of what have we seen it was the root in 
Achan ? [Of disobedience and robbery. '\ 

Of what in Ahab? [Of treachery^ extortion^ 
and murder!] 

In Gehazi, Ananias and Sapphira? [Of de- 
ceit and lying — of the two latter it is ex- 
pressly said, that they tempted the Spirit of the 
Lordy and lied unto God.] 

What several punishments followed the Sin 
of these persons ? 

They were all punished in this w(»ld, and 
made a warning to others. We may not be 
punished here, but Covetousness, if not over- 
come, will end in future misery. 

Now read the Wth verse of 1 Tim. vi. 

What was Timothy Xx^Jlee % 

* If we consider covetousness as inordinate dei^ opposed 
to the lave ef God, we shall find from Scripture that it is the 
preralent evil in all fallen creatures. — The history of man, 
and the present state of the world, are awful comments on 
this truth. How far the ruling pauion will cany a person, 
to what contempt of the obligations of social life, of the laws 
of civil society, of the most sacred commands of God—may 
be seen in the instances of those who have sacrificed every 
thing to their ambition, or love of fame. Every ruling pas- 
sion as existing in the breast of the individual has the same 
tendency ; if it be not as injurious in its ^ecti, it is owing to 
adventitious dreumstances. 
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What was he to pursue ? 

Can we pursue righteousness and heavenly 
graces, if we follow Ccvetousness f 

What may we covet, or earnestly desire? 
1 Cor. xiu 31. [We may earnestly desire 
the holy gifts and graces of God— though even 
these must not take the plac e of 6o4 in our 
hearts ; and, there is " a more excellent way'' 
beautifully described 1 Cor. xiii] 

Now read Matt. vi. 19, 20. 

Where are we not to lay up treasure ? 

Where are we to lay up treasure ? Read also 
lTim.vi.l7— 19. 

Such conduct is directly contrary to our 
natural inclinations. We naturally love the 
earthly, and neglect the heavenly — gra>ce leads 
us to renounce the earthly and pursue the hea- 
venly. (Rom. viii. 6 ; Col. iii. 1— 5 ) Earthly 
desire is attended with present pun and eternal 
disappointment : heavenly desire is accom- 
panied with present peace and eternal satisfac- 
tion. Nothing earthly can satisfy the infinite 
desires of an immortal spirit — that which is of 
a divine origin, can be satisfied only with that 
which is of a divine and eternal nature. 

II. 

Read Luke zii. verses 13, 14, and the first 
clause of the 15th verse. What do you observe 
remarkable in these verses ? 

In the reply, *' who made me a judge or a 
divider ,over you" — seems to be implied the 
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truth, which our Lord uttered upon another 
occasion, ** my kingdom is not of this world :" 
with a holy indifference, He passes over the 
man's request, and hastens to draw from it an 
impressive lesson for His hearers, marked by 
a double injunction ; " take heed, and beware 
of Coretousness/* 

And is there not reason to take heedy and 
beware of that which is so dangerous toour souls? 

That desire to he rich, or to possess the 
good things of this life, which is so generally 
thought harmless, may cause us to trrfrom the 
faith, and pierce us through with many sorrows. 

Ought we erer to be cmxious about ecurthly 
goods? 

Win Gdd suffer those who trust m Him to 
want what is needful? Read Matt, vi* 24 
-33. 

We may be sure that food and clothing will 
be supplied : we must faithfully labottr in our 
stations, without setting our affections upon 
earthly things ; our rest and comfort is with 
God. 

Turn again to Luke xii. 16 : what does the 
latter part of the verse express ? Is abundance 
always desirable ? 

And in what manner does our Saviour enforce 
His warning against covetousness ? verses 
16—21. 

Are men often surprised as the rich man 
was? 

And of what use are their possessions at the 
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hour of death? Read Job i. 21 ; with 1 Tim. 
vi. 6^8. 

Had the man in the parable any thought of 
being really rich ? Bead Luke xii. 21 ; with 
James ii* 5 ; and Rev. iii. 17^ 18. 

Is it dangerous to etijoy perishing riches? 
Matt. xiii. 22 ; xix. 23; 24. And read Luke 
xvi, 24-27. 

I9 it right to renounce the selftsh use of 
riches ? Luke xvi. 9 ; xviii. 89, 30- 

Are we taught by our Lord's conduct on other 
occasions to detach our^lves from present 
things? Mark i^. 452—46; Luke ix. 57-^2; 
X. 41, 48. 

la j/mcr heart, detached and prepared to leave 
the world? 

Does God @ee it to be fixed upon earthly, or 
upon heavenly objects ? 

Pray fervently that it maiy be fixed upon hea- 
venly things. — O merciful God, take from my 
heart all covetous and earthly desires. Give 
me those holy desires which shall be satisfied in 
^Thy sanctuary, at the pure fountain of life. 
Let me look away irom the vanities of time, to 
Him in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. Let me remember, 
that for our si^es He became pooiv-the servant 
of men^— despised and rejected- Blessed Jesus, 
let the power of Thy sufferings subdue in- me 
every desire which is contrary to Thy love* 
[Pfialm xlvi. 4;— Col. ii. 8.-2 Cor. viii. 9.-- 
PhU. ii. 7.— Isa. luL 3.] 
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FAITH. 

What was required of those who came to 
our Saviour to be healed ? 

What did He so much commend in the Cen- 
turion, Luke vii. 9 ? And in the woman of 
Canaan, Matt. xv. 28? 

What was the question He asked the two 
blind men. Matt. ix. 28? 

What did he say to the ruler of the sy- 
nagogue, when persons came to tell him that his 
daughter was dead? [Only believe: Mark v. 
36; Luke viii. 50.] 

And why have these facts been recorded ? 

What is required of its that our souls may be 
cured of sin 1 Read what St. P^ul says. Acts 
xvi.31. 

If you go to a physician have you confidence 
in him? 

Who is the Physician of our souls ? What 
does our Lord say. Matt. i:|^ 12 ? 

And do you feel the need your soul has of 
the heavenly Physician ? 

To understand what a saving faith is, you 
must pray for a knowledge of your sinful state, 
and that Christ may be revealed to you, as your 
Saviour. — ^This Faith, though a mystery to the 
unenlightened mind, is readily comprehended by 
all who have a contrite heart: it is given to all 
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who seek it in simplicity and earnestness. — ^Tbe 
first action of the convinced soul should be, to 
cast itself upon the mercy of Jesus Christ, and 
entirely to depend upon Him for salvation.— 
Faith is a divine, energetic principle in the soul ; 
it is exemplified by the grain of mustard seed, 
and the leaven^ (Matt. xiii. 31 — 33 ; xvii. 20.) 
—it is the life, the operation, and manifestation 
of the Divine grace in us. 

Though you may not yet comprehend, by 
experience, haw you can be saved only by Faith 
in Christ ; you know thai you ought to believe 
in Him^ that Jesus Christ is the only Sa» 
viour. 

fFhy was He lifted up upon the Cross ? Read 
John iii. 15. 

If then you do not believe, must you not 
perish? 

Let us refer to some passages which shew 
the blessedness of believing, and the danger of 
not believing. Read John iii. 14 — 18, 36 5 
V. 24; vi. 40, 47; vii. 37-39; viii. 24; 
XX. 31. . 

But is acknowledging Jesus to be the Son 
of God, the whole of saring Faith ? 

Did not the devils acknowledge this? See 
Markiii. 11; v. 6,7; Luke iv. 34, 41 . 

And what does St. James say, James ii. 19? 

How may true Faith be known ? How is a 
good tree known ? (Matt. vii. 170 
v3 
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Wbflft tmifit tSiat Fakh he whick has nofirmts? 
Jan&es S. i/. 

Read iiriiat St. Paul «ays of .Faith, Rom* iiL 
2i— 26 ; iv. 16^26 ; and cfa^terB V. yi. i^Mi. 

How ure we ji^Hfied before God ? What ifi 
atcounted to us for righteousnesd ? 

What is the meamsg of St. Pdful'fi Wcnfds, 
Heb. xi. 1 ? 

Read the whole chapter, and see how Faitb 
is exemplified. Observe to what it led these 
persons, how trnly it was in them ** the •sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen !*' 

What fruits, then, will true Faith in the death 
and sufferings of Christ produce inusf* 

* The prinriple .and the effects of Faith are held forth to us 
in the Scriptures under different points of view. — ^The charac- 
ters just considered are instances of Faith , under ,the Old 
Tee^ameAt. And should Faith be less fniitfttl m ta, who have 
the fulfilment of the promises? — -Faith is often misappre- 
hended. — It can only be obtained from God : (John ui. 27 ; 
'James i. 17.) it is a power iar abore the reftson and natuval 
^gnSfts of the crektore. Its xipcration and tendency is «rer to- 
wards one blessed end, the salvation and recovery of man^ — 
Faith in the death and sufferings of Christ will constrain the 
"believing soul to love Him above all things : (2 Cor. ▼. 14 ; 
1 John iv. 19.) the view f^yea by Faith ^f> the sdffsNOgv of the 
Jwmb Of -iCM has tffieaey to tnbiiiie the luurtorhMrtk— f rom 
first to lastMFaith in *< Christ cnvcified" will be'^eliyio^ 
spirit of the iChristian — the spirit of his new life. — By Faith 
the sinner apprehends Christ as life to his soul, ** dead in^ 
trospasifes and dim :"-mii ii« progma, the ffdkBoef Ufw by 
faith— by faith grows in •tbe *)ofe of <3«d> 4fld prodn^es the 
*' fruits of righteousness." 
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Cau you Rightly believe in Jesus Christ, with- 
out loving Him 7 Read Gal. v. 6. 

And to what will << f^tb, that warketh by 
hve;' lead you? See John xiv. J6, 21, 3?; 
Eph.ii.8^l05 ljohnv.3. 

jLet us take a view of some of the great 
benefits \s e receive by Faith — look into the New 
Testament. 

Through Faith in prayer we obtain all good 
things. See ]V(Iatt. xxi. 22 5 Mark xi. 23, 24. 

By Faith we are justified. Rom. iv. 25 ; v. 1. 

By Faith we Uvcy being raised to newness of 
life in Christ. John v. 24 ; Rom. i. 17 ; 2 Cor. 
V. 14r-17 ; Gal. ii. 20 ; Eph. U. 1, 5, 8. 

By Faith we are adopted into the family of 
God. Johni. 12; Gal. iii. 26. 

By Faith we " walk after the Spirit.'* Rom. 
iv. 12; viii. ],&c. 

By Faith we endure tribulation. Rom. v. 3 ; 
2Cor.iv. X7, 18; .xu. 10; Heb.xi.27. 

By Faith we pbtain victory over the world. 
1 John V. 4. 

Through Faith and patience we "inherit the 
promises." Heb. vL 12. 

Through Faith, we are " kept by the power 
of God unto salvation." 1 Pet. i. 5, 

Believing in, and loving Jesus Christ, we 
'^rejoice with joy unspeakable, and fiiU of 
glory." 1 Pet. i. 8. 

Having seen that such important benefits re« 
suit firom Faith, seriously ask yourself what do 
f4 
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/ know of them; how far have / experienced 
the fruits of Faith? 

If we do not receive all these benefits, at least 
the one great end of faith must be experienced, 
or we perish — we must obtain eternal life from 
Jesus Christ ; we must peiss from death unto 
life; or, we shall remain under condemnation. 
(John iii. 15, 18, 36 ; v, 24.) 

If you conclude that t/ou have thus believed 
in your Saviour, you have reason to ask — Is my 
whole heart given to Him ? Do I in His love 
and strength follow the divine commandments ? 

What is the means by which you should seek 
Faith ? 

We read of being " strong in Faith " — ^** rich 
in Faith" — ^how. may you become so ? 

Faith is the gift of God. Pray for it. If 
you feel you have little Faith, cry, " Lord, I 
believe; help mine unbelief" — Lord, increase 
my faith, "Ask, and it shall be given you." 
Persevere in asking for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. Seek it, as the pearl of great price^ 
until you find it. 
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GOD: 

LOVE OP GOD. 
I. 

[Every mind will form some idea of the 
Divine Being. We cannot know God as He is 
in Hiniself; but it is of the highest importance 
we should know what He is with respect to 
lis. We may consider the Divine Wisdom and 
Power; we may dwell with delight on the 
Divine Love. We may view the different 
manifestations of the divine, attributes, in the 
works, in the providence, in the Word of God. 
We shall contemplate with peculiar joy the 
glorious union of these attributes, in our re- 
demption, and adore the ascendancy of the 
Divine Love. 

There is a similarity in the treatment of this 
lesson, with that of the first for children 
(Almighty). The ideas and principles we have 
followed, in 'the two subjects alluded to, should 
not be inculcated in particular lessons only; 
parents and teachers should seek that they may 
be interwoven with the daily habits and actions 
of their children. They should endeavour to 
tndn their pupils (as far as outward means can 
be said to train them) to live in the fear of 
God all the day long^ 

You firequently take upon your lips the sacred 
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name of God — do you know how great and 
good a being God is ? 

You may know that He is great and good, 
but His greatness and goodneas are far above our 
conceptions. God is to us the Incompre- 
hensible — yet there is one character under 
which we should especially endeavour to con- 
sider Him. Wliat does St. John say, 1 John iv. 
16? [« God is love."] 

The word God in our language, signifies 
Goad; we should think of God as all Love, all 
Good. 

Can you tell me any particulars in whidi God 
shews his love to you f 

What bodik/ mercies do you receive Irom 
God? 

Do you not Uve9 Who gave you life ? 

Do you keep yourself alive? Who keeps 
you alive ? 

Who gives you food, clothing, a bed^ and 
every comfort? 

And are you exposed to no dangers ? 

Are you not liable to aiokness ? 

Who gives you health ? 

Who preserves you from the dangers to which 
you are every day exposed ? Who has hitherto 
preserved you from deaths Read, and reflect 
upon the words of Jesus, Luke xii. 6 ; and the 
first clause of the 7th verse. 

Who gave you your senses ; sight, heating, 
taste? 

, Ought you not often to think of these mer- 
cies? 
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These are some of the bodSy merdes we re- 
ceive ; we enjoy tbem every day, and yet we are 
too apt to be ungrateful for them. 

And have you not a mind, as well as a 
body ? 

Do you understand What I am .saying to 
you? 

fFhat is it in you that understands ? 

Who gave you an understanding ? 

Do you think you shall remember any diing 
we have said ? Who gav^ you a memory ? 

Have you the power of judging, and of 
choosing what is best ? 

Who gave you this power ? x 

Might you lose the powers of your mind ? 

Can you prevent tineas or aceideDts which 
may deprive you of them? 

Who preserves to you the powers of your 
ifiiiid? 

What is that witbin you, which is sensible 
of benefits and kindness ? 

Can you also feel pleasure in shewing kind- 
ness? 

Who gave you the heart which ^has these 
affectioiis ? 

What is that within you which warns you, 
whidi shews you the right and the wrong, -and 
approves or condemns your actions ? 
Who gave you a conseienee I 
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Of what are all these gifts the proof? 

For what are the powers of your mind and 
heart, and the admonitions of your conscience 
intended ? 

Are they not intended for your good and 
happiness ? 

Do they not shew you that '* God is Love ?" 

II. 

But your outward senses, and the powers of 
your mind and hearty are not in the state in 
which God created them. You were created to 
be a far happier being than you now are.— - 
Are the powers of your heart and mind limited 
to this life ? 

What were they formed to enjoy ? 

In what state were, they created f Gen. i. 27* 

But are they now in this state ? 

Is not your being in a fallen and sinful state ? 

And can you be happy unless you are deli* 
vered from sin ? 

lliese considerations lead me to ask, what is 
the greatest proof of God's love which we have 
ever received? 

Read the Sd chapter of the Gospel of St. 
John, verse 16; and the first Epistle, chap. iv. 
verses 9, 10. 

Could there be any gift or sacrifice so pre- 
cious as that of the Son of God ? 

Observe, then, the love of God, manifested in 
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a two-fold manner. He first created man for 
the enjoyment of unspeakable happiness. He 
formed him ** in the image of God ;" and when 
man had ruined himself, God ^' spared not His 
own Son" for his deliverance. 

But can we make ourselves partakers of the 
benefits of Redemption ? 

Do we not need the operation of the divine 
love in our souls f 

And has not the death of Jesus Christ pro- 
cured for us the Holy Spirit ? 

We might proceed to trace the love of God in 
giving us the Scriptures; the ordinances of 
preaching, public worship^ and the Sacraments ; 
opportunities for private prayer ; all the means 
of grace. But the life and substance of all the 
divine mercies, is Redemption by Jesus Christ. 
During time we know but " in part," this infi- 
nite love ; its mercies vrill be unfolded more and 
more i through Eternity they will be adored by 
'that multitude, which no man can number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues. 

How should our hearts be influenced by the 
love of Grod ? 

How should the divine love influence our 
minds ? 

What effects should it produce upon our 
daily conduct ? 

[Different conversations may be held, vrith 
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the view of ilhiatrating particular Attributes of 
God, or particular circumstances of His rela- 
tion towards us : — God all present. — God all' 
seeing^mhj be made the subjects of solemn 
consideration. The beautiful descriptions of the 
130th Psalm, are calculated to make a useful 
impression. Young persons will, probably, 
think of God, as only in Heaven. The Teacher 
may endeavour to shew, that as God made nil 
thiqgs by His power, so He fills all places with 
His presence, that His Spirit is every where ; 
that men hear some of our words, see some of 
our actions ; but that God hears all our words, 
sees all our actions ; and knows the motives of 
our words and actions. — fFhdt docs God know 
about us that man cannot know ? Does He not 
read our most secret thoughts? Are not the 
hidden ^rm^^ of our actions always seen by. 
Him ? Observe, it is said by the Divine Spirit, 
that ^man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart ;* that, the 
Lord searcheth the^ heart. -y Those actions which 
appear right in the eyes of men, are often in 
God's sight polluted with «m, because the mo- 
tive of them is not to do His will. — We should 
often ask ourselves, * fVhy do I do this ? What 
I do is, perhaps, right in itself, but is my prin- 
ciple entirely pure ? Do I not at all seek to 
"please men,*' to please myself fX ^^ 1 ^^^ 

* 1 Sam. xvi. 7. t 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 

. I M%tt. xii. 34, 36 ; Luke xvi. 15 -, John t. 44 ; 
Gal. i. 10. 
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only to please God ?'* When the minds of the 
pupils are impressed with a conviction of the im- 
parity and sinfulness of their thoughts and mo^ 
tiveSf the Instructor may lead them to take a 
most touching view of the divine compassion 
and forgiveness. — Their minds may be led habi- 
tually to contemplate tbjB Jjove of God^ — Who 
can read without emotion^ verses ilO to. 13, of 
the 103d Psalm ? How compassionate, long* 
suffering, abundant in goodness is God ! How 
transcendent is the revelation of Divine Love 
and Mercy in Jesus Christ ! John iii. 16, IJ ; 
Rom. V. 8, 9; viii. 38, 39 ; xi. 3J2— 36 -, Bpb. 
ii. 4—7; iii. 17—19. 

On another occasion^ the Instructor may con-r 
verse upon the intimate presence of God in us^ 
and with us, as our very life, power, and sub- 
sistence: **in Him we live, and move, an,d 
have our being."] 

[In the following lesson, we speak of ad- 
VANCRD spiritual states: — it may be thought 
impossible to arrive at them during this /?/<?, 
but they have actually been experienced, and 
might be more frequently experienced, if per^ 
sons would entirely surrender themselves to the 
influence of the Spirit of God^ 

* Matt. vi. 22—21. 
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LOVE OF GOD, 
(the principle of our love.) 

[If the power of Religion has been expe- 
rienced by bis pupils, the Instructor may dwell 
on the love of God, as set forth in different pas- 
sages of Scripture. He may select 1 John iii. 
1 — 3- iv. 16,17; then shew that the love of 
God to us produces a return of love to Him \ 
(I John iv. 19.) that our blessed Saviour has 
taught us the manner and degree in which this 
love should be returned, Mark xii. 30. As God, 
our Redeemer, manifested the Divine love to 
man ; as man, He manifested what ought to be 
the love of man to God.] 

Since God has so loved you, how ought you 
to love Him 1 

How may you grow in His love ? 

Ought yon not to yield your heart to Jesus 
Christ, to be influenced, to be penetrated by 
His Love? 

Should you ever close your heart against it? 

Rather cherish its spirit, live under its influ- 
ence — obey its dictates— exert its power.* 

* W« should so live in tlie love of God, our souls should 
be so habituated to this diyine atmosphere, that our whole 
life and conduct should be imbued with it. — Conversation, 
reading, meditation on the love of God, are meant of exciting 
the soul to seek the inward, spiritual communications of His 
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Though you may not be always sensible of 
God's love to you, does He not alwcttfs love 
you? 

And though you may not be always sensible 
of Unring God, should not your heart be always 
given up to His love? — [As we advance farther 
in the divine life, we shall perceive that, ac« 
cording to its different stages, there is a dif- 
ference in the manner in which we receive the 
love of God into our souls, and in which our 
souls breathe forth their love to Him. In the 
beginning, since we have lived far from God, 
we must make many efforts to return to Him ; 
and when we feel His love, we often feel it 
with greater sensibility and force than after- 
wards : our souls are then unused to the love 
of God — ^we need a more sensible encourage- 
ment to love Him. But as we become habi- 
tuated to the love of God, as it more entirely 
penetrates our souls, we become less sensible 
of its operation, though its power is not less 
efficacious. A person whose breathing is dis- 

lovcy means of leading the soul to unceasing prayer, to the 
entire surrender of its will and affections to Jesus Christ. By 
ammunim with Ood, we as it were draw and imbibe His lore 
into onr sonls^the spirit we therein receive should be treasured 
up and abide in the depth of onr being — ^in onr communi- 
cations with cthertf its powerful energy might act mediately 
upon tbem^ and tend to draw them towards union with Ood. 
'The principle of the Diyine Love abiding in the soul, will fre- 
quently aspire towards its source, thence to receive fresh sup- 
pliea— It wUI rr-ascend In gratitude to God— It wiU flow in 
charity to men. 
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onderedj is. sensible of tiie action of bfeathing, 
beeftuee of the nUJlculty. he feds in breathing*-* 
a person in health breathes freely, he does not 
re/liBci that be breaUaes ; lie inhales oonstanlly, 
and without effort, the tir necdssary for the 

support of life. Again, with nespect to the 

manifiestation of our love to God^n ^ths be^ 
ginning it is perbsps more active^ «iore per- 
ceptible to us, because we' have been unused 
to act by the divinis love — our mmdy as well as 
our spirit, is much occupied by it ; but, as we 
advatioe, we love God with iess effiirt, with less 
semsihle perception :-^in a farther stage, the 
love of God^ ^ich is. our ne^a life, will become 
natural to the soul .; we shall as easily act by the 
divine love, as in our unrenewed state we acted 
by the workings of our own denre. It may be 
observed, more especidly with rei^ct to the 
laiSt-named states, that the soul will seldom 
reflect that it loves God, yet it will love Him 
conftinually. — ^To make this plainer — ^in the case 
of a child tenderly attached to its pravnt; the 
heart of the child will always love, though its 
mind be not always engaged in thinking of its 
piurent.] 

Your natural Hfe cannot be maintained unless 
you breathe the air of this world; can you 
spiritually live without the love of God? 

If you do liot love GiX)d/tot what end do you 
exist? 

pRA¥£R. — <« O God, who bast prepared for 
them that love Thee, such good things «8 pass 
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man's understanding ; pour into our hearts such 
Love toward Thee, that we loving Thee above 
all things, majT Obtain thy promises, which ex- 
ceed all that we can desire. — Mercifully grant 
that we who know Thee now by faith, may 
after this life have the fruition of Thy glorious 
Godhead, through Jesus Christ onr Lord/' 
Amen. 
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HOLY SPIBTT, 

I. 

You have heard of the Holy Spirit, but per- 
haps you have never sufficiently considered who 
He is, and what He can do for you. We will 
spend a little time in speaking upon this sacred 
subject. Let us first lift up our hearts that the 
Holy Spirit may be present with us. — ^Take 
your Bibles ; we will refer to some passages in 
them. 

Is the Holy Spirit spoken of in the Old Tes- 
tament ? [Amongst many other passages, see 
Gen. i. 2 ; vi. 3 ; Exod. xxxi. 3 ; Numb. xi. 
25, 26, 29 ; xxvii, 18 ; 1 Sam. x. 10, Nehemiah 
ix. 20, 30} Job xxvi. 13; xxxiii. 4; Psalm 
li. 1 1 ; civ. 30 ; cxxxix. 7; Prov. i. 23 ; Isaiah 
xxxii. 15 ; xlii. 1 ; xliv. 3 ; xlviii. 16 ; Ixi. 1 ; 
bdii. 10, 11; Ezekiel xxxvi. 27; Joel ii. 28; 
Zech. iv. 6.] 

Are the operations and effects of the Holy 
Spirit manifested in the Old Testament? * 

* We read of holy men under tbe old dispensation^ who were 
manifestly under the influence of the Spirit of God. Not to 
mention tbe prophets, who ipofce and on many occasions t^cUi 
nnder the immediate guidance of the Spirit, as Elijah, Isaiah, 
Daniel, &c. — we may observe, that all who loyed and served 
Ood, could only have done so by the power of the Holy Ghost 
Enoch, Abraham, and all the saints of old, could not have 
been the examples of holiness they were, but by the influence 
of the Spirit of holiness, fr£im wAom tXi good work* proceed. 
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Wlien did the Holy Spirit visibly descend 
upon our Saviour? Matt, iii. 16. 

fFAy do . you suppose He thus visibly 4e- 
scended? 

With what is it stud Jesus was anointed? 
Read Acts jc, 38; with Isa, Ixi. 1. 

From whom is the Holy Spirit sjud to pro- 
ceed? John XV. 26. 

What great promise was to be fulfilled after 
the death of Jesus ? John xiv. 16, &c. 

Under what names did our Saviour speak of 
the Holy Spirit, to His disciples ? See John 
xiv. 16, 17, 26 ; XV. 26 5 xvi. 7, 13.' 

Mention the particular offices of the Holy 
Spirit spoken of by our Saviour. [He was to ' 
testify of Christ, John xv. 26 ;— to glorify 
Christ, xvi, 14 ;— to " reprove the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment/' xvi, 8 ; 
— to teach the disciples, and bring to their re- 
membrance all things which Christ had spokefi 

The same reuiark may apply to the charncters we read of in 
the early part of the New Testament history, as Zacharias 
and Elizabeth, apd Anna. Of Simeon it is expressly said ** the 
Holy Ghpst was upon him/'-^Tbe gift pf the Spirit pro- 
mised by our Saviour, and bestowed after His ascension, was 
h fuller, and more blessed manifestation than had yet been 
known. The Spirit was thenceforth to abide with men. We 
may believe that one reason why the effusion of the Spirit took 
place after this event, was to shew us tliat the Holy Spirit is 
the gift of the Father through the Son ; the purchase of His 
most precious blood, whether bestowed under the old or new 
dispensation. It may be remarked, that Christians; are still 
expecting and praying for the firther outpouring of the 
Spirit. 

PART II. G 
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to them, xW. 126.;-r-to guide tb^m into atl truth, 
to ^hew.tbem things fo come^ xvi. 13.] 
Who cannot receive the Holy Spirit 7 John 

Why? [Because the world ^^^eeth Him not, 
neither knoweth Him/*] See 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

What directions did our Saviour give . his 
disciples, Luke xxiv. 49, and Acts i. 4? 

Did they observe them ? See 'Luke xxiv, 62; 
Acts i. 12. 

What may tve learn from this ? [We may 
learn not^ to he eager to act by our own will, 
but. to seek, and wait for ** the promise of the 
Father.** — The Apostles were to be "endued 
with power from on high;" and before we 
engage in any work of God, we must receive 
the power of the Holy Spirit.] 

Was the promise of our Saviour fulfilled ? 

On what day, and in what manner ? Acts ii. 
l,2,&c. 

In what state were the Apostles when the 
Holy Spirit descended upon them ? 

Were they engaged in worldly tumult? 

What had been their employment since their 
.Lord's ascension? Luke xxiv. 53; Acts i. 
18, 14. 

'Should we endeavour to be in a state of 
prayer and waiting for the Spirit of God ? 

When are we moi^t likely to receive His 
influeBees ? 

Are we most likely to receive diem, when 
we plunge ourselves imcalled into a hurry of 
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wofldly concerns, or when our beiirts are de*- 
tached from eartiily things^ and in a state Df 
recollection before God? 

What were the first miracutous effects of the 
descent of the Holy Spirit ? Acts ii. 4. 

Of what manifestation do we again read? 
Acts iv. 31. 

And how were the disciples employed, at 
this moment?, ver. 24--d0. 

What effects did the Holy Spirit produce 
upon the hearts, and in the conduct of die 
Apostles? 

Mention one or two of the Apostles who 
were striking instances of the change pro- 
duced. 

[The change manifested in the Apostles is 
truly wonderful— they indeed became "new crea*- 
tures/-— Compare their ignorance and carnal^ 
mindedness before the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, with their state after they had received 
it. Compare Peter, revolting at the prospect 
of his Lord's humiliation and suffering— on an«* 
other occasion, inquiring what reward he should 
have for forsaking all— Peter denying Cluist 
through timidity and shame — with the same 
Apostle boldly declaring in the face of the 
rulers that he must obey God rather than roan 
— with the same Apostle, at one time tranqiiiHy 
sleeping in the chains with which he was bound 
for the sake of Jesus, at another,, with holy 
calmness anticipating the _ painful death, by 
wiiicfa His Lord had foretold be should glorify 
o2 
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God. [Matt.xvi.22; xix,27i xxvi.69— 74; 
Acts iv. 19 ; V. 29 ; xii. 6; 2 Pet. i. 14.] Com- 
pare the natural spirit of St. John, on one occa^ 
sion desiring to be exalted to the first place in 
his Master's temporal kingdom, (Mark x. 370 
on another forbidding him who was working 
miracles in Christ's name, because he was not 
outwardly joined with the disciples, (Luke 
ix. 49.) — on ,a third occasion desiring fire fixim 
heaven to consume the Samaritans ; (Luke ix. 
54.)— compare this spirit with the holy hea- 
venly spirit of love, which breathes in his 
Epistles.] 

Did the Holy Spirit operate upon others 
through the instrumentality of the Apostles ? 

When they began to preach, what effect had 
the Spirit by which they spo'kej upon their 
hearers ? See Acts ii. 37, 41, 43, &c. : 
X.44. 

What effects were manifested in the con- 
duct of the early Christians, through the grace 
of the Holy Spirit? Acts ii. 42, 44—47; iv. 
32-^5. 

Should we not desire the revival of such 
effects ? 

The operations of the Holy Spirit are com- 
monly distinguished into ordinary and extra- 
ordinary. It may be observed that the extra- 
ordinary are those which are external and mani- 
fest; and are given chiefly for the sake of 
persons not yet convinced of the truth of the 
outward Revelation ; the ordinary are internal 
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and secret, and are principally bestowed for 
the sake of the individual, and for the conver- 
sion, or spiritual advancement of those who 
already believe the outward Revelation.' 

Were the Apostles the subjects of both the 
ordinary and extrfwrdinary operations of the 
Spirit? 

Are we the subjects of both ? 

Of which are we the subjects ? 

Why have the extraordinary operations, gene- 
rally speaking, ceased ? 

What is the great and most necessary office 
of the Holy Spirit, with respect to us? 

What does our Saviour say, John iii* 5 ? 

Can we enter heaven unless the Spirit per- 
forms this work upon our souls 1 

Why not? John iii. 6. « Corruption/' 
(spiritual as well as natural corruption) cannot 
** inherit incorruption.'* Is, then^ the change 
of which our Saviour speaks^ necessary for 
youf 

How may you obtmn it ? 

What is the promise given^ Luke xi. 13? 

Do not neglect to apply earnestly for the 
precious gift of the Holy Spirit. Let this 
solemn truth be deeply impressed upon your 
heart, that unless you are bom of the Spirit^ 
you cannot enter the Kingdom of God. 

II. 
The Teacher may proceed with the sub- 
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ject accordiag to tbe capn^tiea of Us 
bearers.* 

After we are bora of the S^irit^ we are 
adopted into the family of God, We become 
His Children; we are, through the grace of 
Jesus Christy loade heirs of eternal life**rbut 
we are as yet, only babes; we must be daily 
nourished and taught by tbe same Spirit, We 
have many lessons tp learn, and we are slota 
to learn them. It is indeed promised th9(t the 
Spirit of Truth shall guide us inio edl iruii, 
(John xvi. 13, '13.)--^11 this is done^ not at 
once, but by degrees, — ^And as oor blessed 
Lord promised his disciples that tbe Holy 
Spirit should cddde with them fvr evef^ so 
will the Spirit ever be wilh Ws warnings re- 
proving, consoling, instruotiog m»^ lea<iNlg us 
on from streogtb to strepgtbj untU w^^ ftfl^eAr 
before God; in the heavenly Zionu-^May elush 
of you now give up yomr bo^rts to Hm» and 
know these truths by happy experience ! 

Let us consider same of tbe opeirations of 
tbe blessed Spirit^ upon those who have been 
bom again, and who have given themselves up 
to His guidsQC^* 

* Erery Iftstnicror must be c&reAil that he doe6 Aot lead 
his pupils to ftih«ake iSb^ htUrf, or KnowMge of tile truths 
spoken of, for the experience of them. Yonngp persons are apt 
to forget they are only babe9k The Teacher should enforce 
upon them that they must be led forward, step by step :— 
that it requires time, and the dwine teaching to attain the 
tfXperioiaalal knoivledga tf f Uie tnittw the|f hear. 
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By whom ia M« /otie p/ Crocf sb^daturosrilia 
the hearts of believers? Rom. v. 5*. 

What is. the proof of their beiog m Christ 
JesusJ Bom. vL3, 4; Tiii, 1. 
, How are they delivered fi^pm the law pf sm 
and death ? Rom. viii. 2. 

In whom does Christ fulfil the righteousness 
of the law? V. 4. 

What is the great distiiicti<m between those 
who are after the flesh, and those who are after 
the Spirit ? v. 6. 

What is said of the state of the former? 
v.6,4 

What is said of the state of the lati^ep? 
V.6, 

By what means shall the bodies of beUevets 
be raised? v. U. 

Who are said ta be tiie .spnsk ff Gfi^l 
V. 14. 

What are these persons emphatictdly «^ to 
have received? v; 15-. 

Have they any inward testimony of Iheir 
state? 

What is this testimony ? v. 16. 

What blessed consequences follow upon our 
hAng children of God? v. 17« 

What are believers said to have nowf v. 23. 

What is peculiarly said of the assistance they 
receive from the Holy Spirit ? 

How ^e& He make intercession for them ? 

Read what is said, yerses 26, 27* 

But; are we to suppose tbat^- believers have 
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'rioUiing in them which opposes the operations 
of the Spirit of God? 

[While believers are in the body, they have 
a law in their members warring against the 
law of their mind. See Rom. vii. 15—25 5 
Gal. V. 17] 

Mention the fruits of the Spirit, as enume- 
rated, Gal. V. 22, 23. 

What is the exhortation St. Paul gives, Gal. 
V. 16, and agdn ver. 25 ? 

We have alluded to the conflict in believers, 
between the flesh and the Spirit. But will the 
Spirit dwell where sin is indulged'^ 

What does St. Paul call each individual^ be- 
liever, and all believers united ? [" The temple 
of God;— in which "the Spirit of God dwell- 
eth.** 1 Cor. iii. 16 f 2 Cor. vi. 16; and Eph. 
ii.22.] 

What does he say will be the consequence of 
defiling this temple ? 1 Cor. iii. 17> &c. 

Let us learn earnestly to pray and watch 
agidnst sins, which may offend the Holy 
Spirit. 

What exhortation does St. Paul give, Eph. 
iv.30? 

Will the Holy Spirit dwell with you, if you 
resist or grieve Him ? 

How may He constantly abide with you? 

He is willing ever to abide with us, if we 
do i^ot constrain Him to be absent — He leaves 
us only when we resist or grieve Him; it is 
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owing to our unfaithfulness that we do not 
enjoy more of His blessed influences; if^ we 
yield to them, if we cherish them, if we follow 
them, He will 'delight to operate upon our 
souls. 

If you ever feel impressed with a sense of 
God's presence, and drawn to secret prayer, 
what should you do ? 

If you neglect such influences of the Holy 
Spirit, will you be in a state to receive ^them at 
another time ? 

If you were always to listen to the dictates 
of the Holy Spirit, what would be the conse- 
quence ? 

Wpuld not your state become more and more 
heavenly ? Would you not be more and more . 
blessed in the grace of the Redeemer? 

How is the Holy Spirit mentioned in Scrip- 
ture for the last time? [Rev. xxii. 17: as 
joining with the church in the ardent desire 
for the coming of Christ. — This passage, in 
conjunction with Rom. viii. 26, 27, niay greatly 
encourage us, by reminding us of the sym- 
pathy of this Divine person in the earnest 
desires of those who groan within themselves, 
waiting for the Redemption of the body.] 

We have gone somewhat at length into 
this sacred and delightful subject. Parts of it, 
you may not yet be able to understand, but in 
time 1 hope you will by experience comprehend 
the whole. 

o3 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



190 aU£STIOK« fPfl VOW^ |»|iRSON8 

Be fervent fmd eonitant b eupiriicatioH Sot 
the Hoi.? Spii^iv. Wtietaevef you m^ " Tbjr 
KingdoiA cpm«/' desire that Ihe bk«09d S|^t 
VHQr coiq? uitQ your heofeti and tbe bearto cf 
all men. Do not grieve the Holy Sip}rlt« 
When He ftfeal^ to your hearty liateOf and 
obey quickly. Commune ^th Him in Ibe 
secret of your soul, and d«Ught in W» pr^ 
ueDae.-^jtibidir^ with you ai^jgijt^ He inll 
carry on and perfect Hia woric^ tili you are 
finally restored to the Divine image in which 
you were creatf d. 
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MEEKNESS AND SPIRITUAL REST, 
[Matt. xi. 29; I Pet. i». 4.} 

Cim jrou tell nieof One wha was medk: above 
alloAsrs? 

Jesus is the pattern, as well as the Giver of 
Meekness* During His whole fifei He vooDi^ 
festod the spirit of mediness — ^He enuneutly^ 
manifested it in His last sniSeiings. Matt. 
:d.99;.Iss.xm.3,3; liii.?. 

What is the peculiar blessedhiess of the meek? 
Matt. V. 5* 

(The InsttiVBetor may exfdttn how Uie meek 
in peaoefiiliiess of qpirit, now ^^inheriA tibe 
earth" — aii4 that^ as feUowefs of Cbrisb, they 
^lali inherit the new earth. . 2 Pet*. iii» 13.] 

Can yon point evtsome dis^ine piqarises to 
tbe medcS !%• xxii. 96 ; xittxviL li ; esdix. 4 ; 
Isa. xxix. 19. 

Is a meek and quiet spirit, generally speak- 
ing, esteemed by the world? 

I^ it not sometimes despised ? 

Read 1 Pet. iii. 4. What do you find at the 
conclusion of the verse ? 

Observe, though m£n. often despise it, " sl 
meek and quiet spirit" is t» tAe sight of Qod of 
great price. 

But i^ the rif^turdl spirit of fallen man meek 
and quiet^, 

g4 
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Tell me a reason why it is not. 

(The spirit of man, while it is unregenerate, 
cannot be really meek and quiet ; it cannot 
truly rest till it returns to God. * It is evei: 
seeking or deuriag qomethicg, and is disap- 
pointed or disturbed, grieved or angry, when, 
it is thwarted. — A delusire image of good 
may long occupy and amuse the soul, divert- 
ing it from the 'sense of its real state ; but 
when it awakes from its dream, it will feel no 
^etf no peace, or rest. There may indeed 
be' an apparent quietness, arising from apatliy, 
but this is widely r^niote from the permanent 
meekness and quietness, which is infused by 
the spirit of Christ. — ^The soul which is at test 
is ever meek : mcfekness is connected with rest ; 
outward turbulence is the manifei^tion of in* 
ward disquiet, meekness is the expression of 
inward repose. '*^ There is a holy rest on earth ; 
l^ere is perfect rest in heaven: the beatified 
spiritB are ornamented with meekness and quiet- 

* To thQ$e persons who are teaipted by an unquiet, or 
turbulent spirit, we 'Would affectionately point out the true 
source of peace. We entreat them to seek the rat offaed 
by Jesus Christ. Let them be much in fmiyer— prayer, as 
a powerful means of drawing the soui nearer' to God, will 
tranquillize when every thing else fails. The tendency of 
prayer ia to vean the soul from that which causa its dis- 
quiet, from its undue attachment to itself, to the things of 
time— from all that separates it from God. We shall 
always be in an unquiet state till we can say from the heart 
«^«( Thy WUl be done." — Let the unquiet and restless soul 
follow the DiTine Inyitation— <« Come unto me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden^ and I wiU give y^u rot/* 
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ness. In the fold of Christ's Lambs disquiet is 
unknown. — ^The followers of the Lamb imbibe 
His spirit, inherit His peace.] 

Is pour soul perfectly at rest? 

Do you desire the blessing of a ^^ meek and 
quiet spirit V 

Would you know' how to obtain true 
rest ? 

Pray to be delivered from every" thing tbat 
attaches you to the earth, every thing that 
sepi^tes you frpm God. Leaver all .for the 
peace of Jesus Christ. Seek thi^ peace, wheve 
weeping Mary sought it, ai the feet of Jeaus. 
" One thing is needful" — our one concern on 
earth is to i:<etum to God by Jesas Christ. 

Retarn, my roving heart, return, 
' And eartli's mn shadows chme no more ; 
Seek oat some solitude to mouniy 
And tby forsaken God implore'. 

O thou great God ! whose piercing eye 
1>istioctly marks each deep retreat. 
In these sequester'd hours draw nigh. 
And let me here Thy presence meet. 

Tbro' all the windings of my heart. 
My search let beav'nly wisdom guide ; 
And oft its beams unerring dart. 
Till all be known and purified. 

Then let the visits of Tby love 
My inmost soul be called to share ; 
And ev*ry grace combine to prove 
That God hu fix'd His dwelling theiv.* 

(DODDRIDOE.) 

•InulvH. 15. 
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PRAYER, 



Do you IfS^^w wlMit prayer is ? 
To wh&m U pmy«r addressed ? 
What may be the subjects of prayer ? [Phil. 
iv. <8j Heb.iv. 16*3 

What prays la us ? See I Cor. xlv. IS ; 

itom. vtu.ae. 

Prayer should be offered aot only with the 
understanding, but with the s^tirit. The Holy 
Spirit assi^U our spirit tp pr^f^ pi»y^ in us, and 
/or us. 

May there b« prayer mthomt worda? 
Why do we genenkHy use words is prayer? 
Are words for iSfmi, or for ourselves ? 
Are many words necessary? Matt. vi. 7. 
Do we pray if we speak words without the 
heart ? 

What does God require iu prayer ? 

Have we any commands in Scripture to 
pray? 

Tell me soim of tbccn. [Matt. vi. 6 ; vii. 7 ; 
xxvi. 4! ; Luke xviii. 1 ; John xvi. 24 ; Phil, 
iv. 6; 1 Thess. v. 17| Jaflftfts^i. 5.] 
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Have we any Esfample» of prayer in Set?^ 
tore? 

Give me some exampleft* 

[The Instroetor may refer to the accoont df 
Afan^am, Gen« xii. 8 } liu. 4, &c. : as shewinif 
hia habit of devotion*— to Jaeob'9 wjMdkhg 
with God^ as an instance of intimate fervent 
prayer: Gen. xxxii. 24**-30.-^He aiay espe- 
cially mention David and Daniel.— In the New^ 
Testament, he may point o«t exampleB of IhMe 
who uddi^esaed our Lord for tbeoMielves or 
others; as Matt. viii. 2; ix. 27; xiv. 30; 
XV. 32^-25; XX, 30, 31 \ Mark ix. 22^24; 
X. 47, 48; Luke xvii. 13 ; xjdil. 42 :-r-from the 
above exao^les, he may iBnstrate the natmre of 
prayer : he may remark, that the prayer of these 
persons, expressed the fervent desire of their 
souls ; that prayer ingenerd, is the desnt sfihe 
hetirt^ whether expressed outwardly ia words, 
or iawardly, in spirit.] 

How often in the day does Dai^ speak of 
praying. Pa. l\r. 17? 

How often are we told that Daniel prayed ? 
Dan. vi^ 10. 

Do you pray every day, at eertain times ? 

We read in Soripture of lioly persona who 
prayed for other8«^/js^€rcas5to» is a pait of 
prayer: — on what memorable occasion <did 
Abraham make intercession? Gen. xviii, 22 
—32. 

Moaes, on several ocoasions, interceded witfi 
God in ao remarkable a manner, that we ave 
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reiouMled of our great Intercessor: what is 
recorded of his prayer for the people, after 
he came down from the mount? Exod. xxx5i» 
31, 32. And read Deut. ix. 25—29. [There 
are many instances of his intercession — Ex. 
viii. 12, 30; ix. 33; x. 18:— Numb. xi. 2; 

xxi.7.J 
Did Job pray for others ? Job i. 5 ; xlii. 

a^io. 

And Samuel ? I Sam. vii. 5 ; xii. 23. 

And David? Ps. xxxv. 13; li. 18. [cxix. 
186.] 

And Jeremiah? Jer. xiv. 7—9; 19—22; 
Lam. ii. 1 1 ; iii. 48 — 51. 

Of what instance of earnest intercession do 
we read in the book of Daniel? Dan. ix. 
16—19. 

Few are in a state thus to make intercession 
fpr others*— it is highly blessed to intercede 
in faith, according to the divine will. When 
the heart is entirely devoted to God, His 
Spirit will draw it to intercede. for others — the 
Spirit of God, the Spirit of Jesus, is itself the 
spirit of intercession. — Read what is said of the 
Spuit,Rom. viii.26,27. 

What striking examples do we meet with, 
in the New Testament, of those who led a life of 
prayer ? 
: What is recorded of Anna? Luke ii. 37* 

And of Cornelius ? Acts. x. 1, 2. 

We are to understand that Cornelius was 
constantly in the habit of prayer. — ^Observe 
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(hat Anna and • Cornelius' were in two Tery 
d^ffktent cbnditiohs of liife, » yet • each was de- . 
voted to God. • ^ - 

' Did the Disciples pray? 

What was their employment after our Lord's 
ascension 1 Actai. 14: 

There are several passages in the Acts, 
which shew not only that they prayed on par- 
ticular occasions/ but that th^ were in the 
habit of prayer. Read Acts iv. 31 ; vl. 4; 
and iii; 1; xi 9; likewise/ cb. xfi. 12;- xvi. 
13, 16; xxii. 17. 

When the disciples desired some special 
benefit, or when they were in trouble, what 
did they do ? Acts i. 24 ; iv. 24—30 ; viii. 15 ; 
ix. 40 ; xH. 5 ; xvi. 25 ; xxviii. 8. 

Hov was Saul' of TVtfsus employed, when 
Ood sent Ananias to restore his sight? Acts 
ix. 11. 

Consider the words, •* behold, heprayeth:" 
may they not imply that he then Jmt prayed * 
truly y that he prayed from the heart ? 

Yet Saul was of the sect of the Pharisees, 
who were accustomed to '^ make long prayers" 
— ^h^ had doubtless been accustomed frequently 
to use the words of prayer. 

Did the Apostle afterwards know the benefit, 
the efficacy of prayer ? 

Must be have lived in the spirit of prayer? 

Did he often pray for others ? 

In what passages does he express his ear- 
nestness in intercession, bis perseverance in 
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.8^: 9'r CoU u 3; I Thewi, u 2f 8 Thw. 
i. 11. 

What is the highest e^^o^de of piayeor tp be 
.fpuq^ in Scriptiwre ? 

Did the Son of Gad pray? S^e ftfott* 
>iv; 23{ Mark i.35; Luke v« 16j| iy:. 2P; :sxii. 

4),44v 

Bifad attentively LuUe vi. 12L Why is this 
recordec^?' 

If. Jf su^ thus, continued in pra/eyr i|iF9s|;tm)t 
His heart have been deeply engaged? 

$|^uld not me continue in prayer.? . 



II. 



7 



Has our Safiour tm^ghi \» htm tp ppiy 

What do we call the form of prayei: Wl^h 
H9^ taught: bis discipks? 

Qoea ^ indiu4e mu^fa ? [It cont^ina the sub- 
stance of' ab that we should desire.] 

Did cnir Lord intend we $boul4 uBe cn^ Ifaese 
words? . 

Ought w^.. always to pray in thei ^rit of 
them ? 

Repeat the words of.tiie tlfree firirt petitions. 
Whom do we address ? . 

What spiritual mieroies do w« a$k l 

Can higher blessings b0 desired?. 

Are ;they .for oursolves alone ? 

Did JeiHis kfiow what is Imi {or ud ? 
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Why do we ask '^tbis day our dafly 
bread?'* 

[There may be several reasons : the two mobt 
obvious are; 1st. Because we are told to take no 
thought for the morrow, we kaow not ^ven 
that we may live to see it ; 2dly« Wd are not 
only to depend upon God, but we ai« to depend 
daHy and continuaUy upon God* Read EKod. 
xvi. 16—21 ; Matt. vi. 31*^4 : that which is 
commanded in a natural sense^ may al^O be ap- 
plied in a spiritual one»-^Tbe beueftt of daily 
dependence is great As lor our aatiira) wants, 
there mast be a oontinued applicatioii to God, 
and acknowledgment of His ^ovideiM^ie^ 96 we 
must daily hunger for the brmd of Ufe^ tad 
daily, iu the oonstant tx^w» of faHb^ recfeive 
it at the handp of God*] 

How does the prayer ^ooelude ?♦ 

* We often lose the benefit we might recely^ from the 
Lord's Prayer, by using U as a mere form. It might be* made 
ft most beneficial splritttal ezerdie.— Let ns rccoHect oot- 
selve^fora fewmonoentft as in tlie iresmce of God; laen 
slowly offer eaeh petition, jM«isifi|| betuieen tach, end eddee- 
▼ouriog to imbil>e the unction which the Spirit of God will 
impart. We may tirst reverently utter the words, "Our 
Father," and dwell epon thorn, lilting op onr hearts to Ood 
as our Father, ft Fftther fell ef teqdeme^f end lams. Fieeltag 
Him to be our Father, we may eilentiy pour out before Him 
our wants, our sorrows, our desires. We should let each pe- 
tition occupy our minds and hearts, as long as we find it 
noortsh them. Stti^ a use of the . Lord's Phiyer hae been 
tried, and found of great benefit, in drawing the sonl iptO tie 
spirit of devotion. 
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'/ What is the only remark which our Saviour 
made, after he had taught this prayer? Matt. vi. 
14,16. 

And oan we expect our Bins to be forgiven,. 
unlesB we ourselves forgive ? 
V In whose name must all prayer be made ? 

Why? [John xiv. 6, 13 ; Acts iv, 12.] 

If we pray for any earthly blessings, or to be 
delivered from st^ering^ in what disposition 
should we pray ? 

What did our Setvrour say, when He prayed 
.that, if it were possible, the cup of sofiering 
.might pasB from Him ? Matt. xxvi. 39, 42. 

It should always be our desire that not our 
will, but the will of God may be done. 
' i in what disposition will God reject prayer, 
and in what will He accept it? Luke xviii. 9 — 
14. Read with particular attention the 14th 
verse. 

Let us now read ti few passages which may 
encourage the prayer of contrite and humble 
souls. Psalm 11. 17; cii. 17j cxiii. 5—7; 
cxlvii. 11 ; Isaiah Tvii. IS. 

In *the exercise of what grace shall we cer- 
tsunly obtaiQ our petitions? Read Mark xi< 24, 
with Matt. xxi. 22 ; and James i. 6, 7* 

Will God always grant our petitions imme- 
diately ? 

Can you think of some reasons why He may 
not? 

Should we desist from prayer, becaus^ He 
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does not appear to hear us? Read Matt. xv. 
21—28; Luke xviii. 1—7. 

Do you remember a remarkable passage in 
which 01^. Saviour exhorts and encourages us to 
pray ? Matt. vii. 7. 8 ; Luke xi. 9, 10. 

Observe tliat there are three injunctions, all 
nearly of the same import, and that each is fol« 
lowed by its appropriate promise. In the suc- 
ceeding verse the promises are reiterated, so 
that to each precept a promise is as it were 
dtnihly given. 

Of what remarkable anstver to prayer does St. 
James speak? James v. 17» 18. 

Are there Promises made to prayer in the 
Scriptures? ' 

Mention some of them ? [Deut. iv, 7 ; Job 
xxxiii. 26 J 2 Chron. vii. 14, 15; Psalm xxxii. 
5, 6; JL. 19; xci. 15 ; ^xlv. 18, 10; Isaiah Ix v. 
24; Jer. xxix. 12, 13 ; Joel ii. 32; Zech. xiii. 
9; in the New Testament, Matt. vi. 6; vii. 7 — 
11 ; xviii. 19, 20 ; xxi. 22 ; Mark xi. 24 ; Luke 
xi. 10 — 13; John xiv. 14 ; 1 John v, 14, 15.] 
• * 

III. 

What great benefits may be received from 
prayer? 

What is the greatest benefit we should .de» 
sire? 

Have you ever felt the benefit of prayer? 

May we derive benefit from prayer, without 
being sensible of the benefit ? 
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May we rccdve no benefit from our peti- 
tions ? 

Why ? Read James ir. 3, 

We may be pursuing a course of life, wliich 
is opposed to the spirit of our prayers — or we 
may be attempting to reconcile two incompa- 
tibk things, the service of God and the love 
ot the world— we may be seeking the esteem of 
men — we may resist the Spirit of God, which 
strives in our hearts. 

Why do holy persons find pleasure in 
prayer? 

Do you find pleasure in it — or, are you apt 
to go to it as a task ? 

When is prayer peculiarly a comfort ? See 
James v. 13. 

Why do persons resort to prayer more in af- 
fliction than at other times ? 

May all persons pray ? May young persons 
pray? 

Can you think of some reasons why young 
persons have peculiar encouragements to 
prayer ? 

[In youth the heart is tender ; the passions, 
though strong, are not depraved by long indul- 
gence ; the cares of this life have not engrossed 
the ^oul ; worldly habit;s have not become fami- 
liar to it; the mind is not occupied with those 
earthly scenes and images which obstruct the 
light of God.] 

God particularly invites the youthful he^rt to 
give itself to Him. Read Prov. viii. l/j xxiii. 
26; EccLxii. 1. 
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'HsLvnyme ytt higim to prfey^ I^flo'note 
ttietm to ^k iVhetfaei* yoii have said or repented 
prayers ; but whether you have prayed from tSie. 
heart. You may be told of the benefits of 
prayer, but you can enly know them by expe- 
rience.— IT in true that if you strive to pray/ 
Satan will tempt yon and seek to hSnder yow, 
but be not diseoui^ed ; that which : is. at fiM 
dfficult, and evfen painfnl, Will, by degrees, be- 
come easy and ddlghtfd. If you are ever so 
busy, you may redeem time to pray. Whatever * 
employment you may have, stttl you find time 
to take your daily -food ; otherwise you woidd 
soon die. And, without divine nourishment, 
must not your ^oul die ? 

Had you a beloved child, or friend near you^ 
you would find time in the midst of occupation 
to speak a word to him. And have you not the 
highest Friend near you, the most urgent mo- 
tives to prayer ? « 
You should learn to pray not only in your 
chamber, but in your Mralks, itnd in your di^y 
occupations. Accustom yourself silently to 
converse witt God. During the day, you may . 
often lift up your heart in such desires as tbeee-^ 
** Lord, give me a new Aeor/'*—^** subdue my 
corrupt nature" — ''let Thy kingdom oomeia;i^ 
soul." When you are tempted say, ^* keep mc 
from the snares of the enemy"—** deliver ihe 
from this temptation " — *^ strengthen me with 
thy grace;"— at other moments — ** save meffoip 
this sinful world'*— "prepare ne for the 
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State of heaveji,"— You may send up peti- 
tioiis to God, according to the circumstances 
you are in, the wants you feel^ the trials to 
which you are exposed. 

And bear in mind the great End of Prayer ^ 
wluch is to draw you nearer to God. — You will 
find it a means: of tranquiUidng your mind, 
soothing your sorrows, weaning you from the 
world. It is a channel through which the Grace 
of God will 9ow to you in abundance. In 
* Prayer we feed on the hidden manna. Com* 
munion with God has a tendency to make 
us partakers of His nature : while we behold 
the glory of the Lord, (2 Cor. iii. 18.) we m^ty 
be changed into His image, and our spirit may 
be united with the Spirit of Jesus. 

[An early writer upon Prayer, speaking of 
its benefits, says, ^' do you desire that the af- 
flictions and miseries of this life may be blessed 
T—love prayer. Would you surmount the 
temptations of the enemy — give yourself to 
prayer. Would .you have your own will and 
affections mortified — take pUasure in prayer. 
Would you delight in the ways ot God — be fre- 
quent in prayer. Would you be delivered from 
the distraction of vain ihoxxghtB—rrecollect your- 
self in a hahit of prayer. Would you be 
nourished with Divine nutriment — live in a 
state of prayer. In shorty whosoever woidd 
have the vices of the soul rooted up, and the 
rgraces of the Spirit implanted, whosoever would 
'.be renewed, after the likeness of Christy should 
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6eek to lead a life of prayer. It is in prsQrer 
that we receive the unction of the Holy Spirit^ 
which teaches us all things. It is in the holy 
practice of prayer that we contemplate celes- 
tial things, and ^advance toward the beatific 
union with Jesus Christ."] 



UNCEASING PRAYER. 

What is ^id, Luke xviii. 1 — 7^ 

What does St. Paul say, IThess, v. 17 ? 

What do you tbUik is intended by uncemng 
prayer 

Is it desirable to be in a state of unceasing 
prayer ? 

Do you think it easy I 

Do you think it is attainable ? 

Should we be exhorted to any thing, that i^ 
not to be attained \ 

We will endeavour to illustrate the nature of 
unceasing prayer^ 

What might be represented by the morning 
and evening incense offered in the tabernacle,? 
Exod. XXX. 7* 8. 

What does David say, Ps. cxli. 2 ? 

Compare these passages with Rev. v. 8 ; an4 
viii. 3, 4. 

Now read Ex. xxix. 38^ 39; Numb, zxviii. 
3,4; Uv.vi.O, 12,13. 

PART II. H 
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H6w t>/tert was the irtderlfe^ to lie oflfefedt 
•AM iht burnt*.bfiferihg t 

And ivkaiis fefeid, I>V. vi. 9, !2, 13? 

iJbs^rt^ that the/rfe ti^h ithe altat Was to be 
^ buming**-^lt was nol to be "ptrt out;'* (V^. 12.) 
and, in the 13th verse, the irijutfttidfi Is re- 
peated, ".the fire shall ever be burning upon 
the altar: it shall sever ^ fMit." — ^The flame, at 
certain stated intervals, was to be re-kindled, 
and was always to be kept alive. 

Praj/er dt stated inUrvdls ttiiy b'e compared 
to the stated offering of the incense, or of the 
sacrifice. — It is Iht duty bf the Christian to 
have regular seasbits ^f prayer. 

PHipef' idthdui t^ostng tn^y be compared to 
the odour of the incense, which still continued 
to perfume the sanctuiiry ; or to the Jire, Which 
was constantly to be maintained.— On the one 
hand, if there are no sedisons iiqj which the holy 
fire is re-kindled, it will inevitably go out-^-on 
IJie other, It must never be feuffered to ^ecay, 
every thing must as much as possible be 
^Vbided \vhieh will deaden its pot^-tir. 

Do you desire that the sacred fit-e of devo- 
tion ttiay be ever burning \h your faeArt ? Fre- 
quently draw neAr to God to animate, khd re- 
kindle it. Set apart certain sttited ^easohs, ih 
which you retire fi'om ^VeJry other occupation, 
't6 hold solemn comitiuttioh With God: in these 
hours, seek that your heart may be Wftni^^'d 
^M purified with the 'fye of the divihe IbVe— 
and, in the intervals of Buch CoitiminlloA, \(ft 
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tiie Same sAill asoend bear«&¥v«rd^ lei the beait 
ever tend towards Ood ; ist^ VfiU &nd desire 
be wholly tiutiMl to HkB.>-^Wii6ift the wi^ward 
powers are occupied, according to the dl^He 
will^ i^tk^tttwonl AitkgB, kt lAie holy ftre^ill 
be ^mahituioed in the «anctittary> io the itiner- 
moBt part of your being. 

{In -eflbct, the uncec^ihg jn^er '^(H be found 
to consist in the total fittrtendcfl* of the will and 
^edlitmB to Jesos Cfarifl(t ; M« is the '^ one 
thing medfttl ''in the Christian life.] 

After having devoted yonf whole heiol; to 
God, your will aftid desire nfiuttt remain ihi- 
movable: your one ooncerfi is, notto withdraw 
fs6m the lote of Chnst, not to <3W8e Him to 
withdraw from you. If you truly <5ffer youn»df 
tjo be thus devoted to Cod^ 4tnd endeavour to 
follow every lettdkig of Hie Spirit, you ttiay 
trust that <jf»d will impatt^ <and |>re8er<ve within 
yoU) the life of unceasing pray^erv 

The state of whvdh we have been speaking is 
a very blessed 8tate«^we irbottid in all lowlfaiess 
ackaowjedge how far removed "we ure fremit ; 
we «bould iseek it as that ^ better pait/' wM«h 
Maryciioae, fior Hvhk*h it is good ^ renounee 
all tibAt is most estcettied annoiigst men. 

iBut, do we not^ jn general^ directly reverse 
the itofvsetiion^ ^^ pi^ wkhoet ceasing ''----or, 
rather, do we not incessantly desire any thing, 
atid every thing but God ? 

Or, if we have a few fidnt, feeble desires after 
h2 
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Godj ik not the usual beni of our will and affec- 
tions towards other things ? 

Is not the state of our lives at variance with 
our prayers ? "" 

Do we love to muse till the fire kindles ? . 

Do we delight in conversing upon heavenly 
things ? 

Do we cheer and animate each other, as we 
might, in the heavenly way ? 

It is important to remember that the state of 
our desires is that of our prayer. — Unless the 
daily tenor of these correspond with the words 
we address to God, we contradict these ad- 
dresses : — in short, we pray,, for those things, 
things, whatever they may be, which we habi- 
tually desire. 

Let us then, daily ask ourselves — what course 
do our desires and affections take ? 

What is the usual bent of our mmrf; f Whi- 
ther do they most tend? — When we have a 
period of cessation from outward employments, 
are we glad to improve -it in seeking to return 
to God l To which are we most habituaUy in-^ 
clined, to hold converse with this world, or with 
heaven ? Do we take up worldly things as our 
cross^ and only so far as we are called to do so, 
while we seek our delight in conversing with 
God ? — Or, do we feel it a cross to converse m\h 
Gody w hile our pleasure is in other pursuits ? * 

* It is too generally thought that a state of prayer it In* 
compatible with the performance of the duties of life :-^it it 
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^ Let ns not, however^ be understood to dis-- 
' courage any sincere desire, any endeavour, 
however feeble, to pray : every effort, though 
at the time apparently unsuccessful, has a ten- 
dency to draw the heart nearer to God ; every 
dMsire to pray is the gift of His free mercy^ 
God sees the bic^tdawnings of our desire after 
Him. — Neither let any one say — ^* /cannot lead 
a heavenly Ufe^ therefore it is of no use for me 
to pray/— If we feel how far our life is from 
heavenly^ prayer is the appointed means of 
changing our earthly life. The more constantly 
our desires wander from God, the more need 
we have of constant application to Him, for the 
influence of His Spirit to bring them back. 

We apprehend that the reason why these 
truths are so little considered is, that we over- 
look the end and state for which man was 
created — union with the Divine Being, both as 

necessarjr to ascertain what we mean by the word duties, — 
Are we not apt to take upon ourselves more oatward occupap 
tioQ than God really reqavrei of us ? Do we engage in out- 
ward occupation as the appointment of God, who has com- 
manded /aUen man to labour in the sweat of his brow, and has 
intended labour to be a salutary remedy'f^Or, do we pervert 
the true end of labour, and seek (though unconsciously) to 
divert ourselves from the proper sense of our state ? Do we 
not make to ourselves wants and satisfactions which are con- 
trary ^to the Divine order ? — Does not our unsatisfied nature 
rove from object to object, in pursuit of that which is to be 
found in God alone? — The Christian indeed hat duties to 
perform, and knows how labour may be blessed — but hit 
treature Is in Heaven ; and where his treasure is, there is his 
heart also. 
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recipient and as agcni^-pevfeet bliss in receiving 
aU frixm Hiiy^ and ia renderiiig all to Him<«^ 
receiving continually life^ Ughl^ wisdom, strength 
^m the fountain of being, aiMi exereisliig 
every faculty in God, and for God* If this 
qne fundamental truth, be deeply impressed xxfost 
our minds, it will be tbe standavd of ous esti^ 
mation of all tbings-^if it rightly influefice us, 
we shall value nothing but in proportioA as il 
aeeekrates our tttutn to GocL 



y Google 



€|F mnfi VPA9$« l^X 



REGENERATION. 

Pq you know whftt. ia meant by Regene- 
ration ? 

What do you r^ad, John iii, 3 ? 

Is a great change necessary ? Why J 

Read what David says, Psalua lit 5;-^apd 
Jeremiah, chap. xvii. 9 ; — and St. Paul, Rom. 
m. 10, 23- 

Are pQri^qns ip such a state fit for heaven ? 

If it were possible they could be admitted 
into heaven, would they be hj^ppy? Why 
not? 

Must we not have a fitnessi tax ^ppiues^^ be** 
foi^ VTQ can be bappy ? 

What coqstHiitpi ^he b^ppipegs c^ h^avei^ ? 

With whose presence is heaven filled? 

The presence of God is the grert «fPWC^ of 
the happineijjs of be^y^n : (Ppalm xvi. 1 1 ; Rf v. 
:^xi. 22, &c.) it 19 tbf source of happiness to. 
God's children ^pQn ea^pth. His presence ig 
paif\ful to those who dp not ^ove {Jim*— ^How 
can tbQse who baye SjO pl^abur^ xxk drawing 
near to God here, be capable of en|joyii9g His 
ipore intifna^te preisence in beav^n 7 

Is every tbiqg in bcavei^ holjf ? 

If persons do ^t love wb^t; i^ bgly, while 
tbey are on eartb, can tbey in^taptly love bpU* 
ness in a future state 7 
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[It is important to distinguish between a 
statef and the degree of that state. All holi- 
ness upon earth must be very imperfect — but in 
every regenerate soul the love and desire of 
holiness is necessarily implanted. In such a 
soul, though its attainments may be feeble, its 
steps tottering, the desire after holiness may 
be strong — the tendency towards it will never 
cease. But the unregenerate soul has no effi- 
cient desire after holiness, no effectual love of 
heavenly things.] 

Do you perceive that a great change must 
take place in yoUy before you can be admitted 
into heaven? 

Must you not have a new heart and dispo- 
sitions, a heart and mind that can be happy in 
the presence of God ? 

Can you ''see God" without holiness? 
Matt. V. 8; Heb. xii. 14; 1 Pet. i. 16. 

How may you be made holy; how may you 
he horn again'f 

How may you be raised fisom the death of 
rin to newness of life? [John i. 12, 13; iii. 6 
—8; V. 21,24; xii. 24; Rom. vi. 4, 5 ; viii. 
5—9 ; 2 Cor. v. 17 ; Eph. ii 1 ; iv. 24 ; Col. 
iii. 10 ; James i. 18 ; 1 Pet. i. 23 ; 1 John iii. 1, 
2,9; v. 4.] 

Who is the immediate agent of the great 
change to be produced ? John Iii. 5. 

Pray for the Holy Spirit, that by His divine 
power your nature may be renewed. Pray for 
it daily. [Luke xi. 2— 13.] 
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SATAN. 

I. 

^ Do you know* what theoiame Satan signifies ? 
[Adversary,] 

• Is he the creature of God? Could God create 
an m/ being? 

What was Satan ? 

What do the Scriptures tell us of the fall of 
the angels ? 

Compare Isa. xiv. 12; Ezek. xxviii. 13, 17 ; 
Jude6; Rev. xii. 7— 9.* 

In what part of Scripture do you first read 
of Satan ? [Though the name of Satan does 
not occur in Genesis^ we identify him with 
the serpent; Rev. xii.9. There are passages in 
the Old Testament in which his agency is ex* 
pressly declared, see Job, chapters i. and ii ; 
and see 1 Chron. xxi. 1.] 

Under what form did he appear to Eve? 

Under what character ? 

To what did he tempt Eve ? 

* H^nce we gather that the rebeUiom angels sinned iu an 
awful manner. — It has been supposed that they refused to 
pay homage to the Son o| God (Heb. i. 6.) who is <« th« 
Lamb slain from the fonndation of the world."— From com- 
paring 1 Pet. r. S, and other passages, with Jade 6 $ it ap- 
pears that there are two orders of fallen angels, one of 
which has a degree of liberty, the other is " reserved in 
everlatthtg ehamt,** Of the former, Satan may be considered 
the chirf» 

h3 
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From what did he desire to withdraw man- 
kind? 

What characters are given of Satan in the 
New Testament 

WUt is be 9aUd, Mf^ xiU. )9i; [The 
wicked one.] 

What IS be dfsciibe^ u» dmg'^- [T^kipg 
away the good seed, which was sowq. in tt^^ 
heart.] 

And again ia^e 39tb yes^l 

What two distinct characters are given pf 
him, Jx)hnTiiL44? 

['< He was a murderer Iroz^ tbf hegjpning'W, 
^' thf re k no truth in him*-^e is ^ Uar/*] 

WhiNt name does our Saviow ^e him, Johifk 
3ilir.30? 

What does St* Paid ^1 him» 9 Cof. 
IF, 42 

What work is attributed lo bim iu tb^ 
same verse ? [That of kHf^^ing the wv^d^ 

And what does the Af oslle say, Epb. ii. 2 ? 

What does St. Peter call S^tw, 1 Pti. 
V.8? 

And what fearful description does he add ? 

Should we not then be continually upon our 
watch agsunst him ? 

By what names is tUs great eaemy called^ 
Itov^xii.9, 10? 

Does Satan now tajf^ aa outward form to 
seduce man t 
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What meanft 4oea he use ? [He often makes 
evil appear good : if he tempted ua to enl as 
evil, he woiild leas frequeatly sueoeed— hut he 
is a deceiver.] 

How does St. Paul allude to his mannar of 
deceiving^ 2 Cor. xi. S aud 14 ? 

We have said that Satan is a liar and a' 
murderer: do' we fiod in Scripture^ any par- 
ticular instaqcea of his tempting persons to 
commit the sins of lying and murder ? 

Who influenced Anaiibs and Sapphira to lie 
to the Holy Ghost? Acts v. 3. 

Who influenced Cain to murder? 1 John 
iii. 12. 

Observe that it is the great object of Satan, 
to draw men to partake in his awn guilt ^nd 
misery. — ^There are also other instances in 
Scripture of these particular sins being com- 
mitted ; and Satan is the common Instigator 
to these, and to many sins. 

Has Satan never tempted you f 

Has h^ tempted you to lie ? 

May he ])e the 'murderer of your soul? 

What should you do when you are tempted ? 

You should fly at the first approach of 
t/smptation, and instantly haye recourse to 
Christ. 

Should you for a moment^ listen to the 
Tempter? 

Is ]i. easier to resist 9t tii^e begiaping, or 
afterwards ? 

h4 
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What exhortations are given, Mark xiv. 38 ; 
Eph. vi. 1&-18 ; I Pet. v. 8, 9 ? 

What means are recommended, in these 
passages, as effectual against the power of 
Satav? 

' Faith and Prayer^ are the two great 
weapons by which the Adversary of your 
souls is to be overcome. 

« Watch"— and " pray always." 

Believe in Jesus Christ, and pray, 

n. 

Do we read of any holy man in the Old Tes- 
tament, whom Satan had especial permission 
to aflSict ? 

Did God restrict his power ? Read Job i. 12 ; 
ii. 6. 

Did Satan attain the end he sought in afflict- 
ing Job i Read the last chapter. 

Was the Son of God subject to the tempta- 
tions of Satan ? 

Do you know why? See Heb. ii. 18. 

By what renmrkable temptation did Satan 
try our Saviour? * Read Luke iv. 1 — 13. 

Did Satan overcome Him ? 

* The temptation in the wilderness is pftrticularly described ; 
but as St. Paul tells us tliat Jesus was m all points *' tempted 
like as we are "—that *< in all thirst it behoved Htm to be 
made like unto His brethren" — we have reason to believe 
that He was, as we are, cetttinually subject to the temptations 
of Satan. Had it not been so, He would not, in (his respect, 
have known the trials of human nature. 
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At what time was he peculiarly pernutted to 
exercise power over Jesus? Luke xxii. ^^ 
John xii. 27- 

Had this exercise of Satan's power been /br^- 
told at an early period of Scripture history? 

Where ? In what words ? Gen. iii. 15. 

What does the heel signify ? [Our Saviour's 
hutnan nature.] 

And what is signified by the bruising of the 
heel? [Satan's temporary triumph over the 
human nature of our Lord.] 

What is meant by the bruising of the serpent* s 
head? [The Jinai triumph of our Lord over 
the dominion of Satan.] Observe that Satan 
was to bruise the heel; our Saviour was to 
bruise the head. In the serpent, the head is. 
the seat of life and power. [There may be 
a difficulty in satisfactorily explaining this allu* 
sion to young persons, unaccustomed to the 
figurative language of Scripture. But their own 
deep interest in the merciful design of our Re- 
demption thus foretold, should be strongly im- 
pressed on their minds.] 

By what means did Jesus triumph 7 [By the 
whole process of His suffering in our nature, 
especially by his last great suffering, when 
through death He destroyed him that had the 
power of death. — ^By suffering His human na- 
ture to be bruised by Satan, Jesus obtained the 
victory, and bruised the serpen fs head.} 

Is Satan still permitted to exercise power in 
the world ? 
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Does he <xefe»e id^ power unmfersaUjf over 
tbe «oti2s of raea ? 

Are all subject to his temptationa T 

Bqt what is tioie diffisrenes between tbo power 
of Satan oyer the vegenerate, ap4 the umr egene* 
rate?<'» 

What is die diflbrent effeot of hb temptations 
upon them ? 

The uiuregenerate soul is ccmatantly drawn 
farther from jQod by the temptations of Satan, 
the regenerate are drawn nearer to God. 

Wh^t is that power of the soul which Satan 
most desices to hold in bondi^ ? [The wilL] 
If our wiU is not delivered from his power, we 
are still his servants ; if he has lost his power 
o^rer our willy he qiay insinuate his temptations 
into the other powers of our soul, but God will 
make evcQ the temptations of Satan woric to- 
gether fof «wr t^^od* 

WiU A^?e come a tle^e when the power of 
l^aUn sfii»U be destroyed? See Rev« ifX, 15; 
xii, I2j XX, 10; x^i. 4; 5« 

* With respept to the latter, confilder the passage alr^^dy 
mentioned — 2 Cor. iv. 4 ; Eph. li. 2 ; and 2 Tim. iL 2fi :— 
with reapect to th« fofiner, amongst other passages compare 
turn- fiii. ft3 > a Qor. xiL 7^9 ; JfiQies i. t, Vi ; r. U. 
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SAVIOUR. 

You have been taught there is a SavipiiT' 
why is Jesus called by this Nftn^,^? MjBitt. i, ?L 

If Hp b^d not b^en th? $qa pf Go4i wuld 
He h^¥e been the Saviour ? 

Piad out ^ome principal papjieis givpn tp put 
Saviour la th^ Scrijpturi^i^. 

fShiloh^ (i. e. Saviour, P«i(ce-maker,} G^n. xijx. 
10. 

Shepherd, Gen. xlix. 24; (Isa. x1. 1 1 ; Ez^k. 
xxxiv. 23; Zech. xiii. 7; John x. 14; Heb* 
xiii. 20; 1 Pet. v. 4.) 

The Son, Ps. li. 7 and If ; (Hcb. i. 8; 1 John 
ii.25, 24; iv. 14; v. 12; 2 John 9.) 

Innoaanui^l, Ise. vH. 14} Matt. i. 29. 

The Lord of Hoflta, Isa. viii. IS, 14; :div. 6. 
. A King, I«a. xxxii. 1 ; Zech, is, 9. 

TktLudGod, Itt.xl. 10. 

fitct, lia. xUl }. 

JMIfimnw, Ifa. Ux. 90^ 

The I^rd our Right^o^ifi^tsf , Jiar^ xxiu. ^ 

The Son of AM, J>m. vij. is, 

ftl^iah th^ Pri^^, Pa^* ix« 95f 

Ruler in Israel, Micah v. 2. 

The Branch, Zech. iii. 8; vi. 12. 

The Sun of Righteousness, MaL iv. 2. 

The Word, Johni. 1, 14; Rev. xix. IS. 

The Lamb of God, Jobp i. 29. 

2xrd asd God, Jdin xx. 28. 

God manifest in the flesh, 1 Tim. iii. 16.. 
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Image of the Father, Heb. i. 3. 

The true God, 1 John v. 20. 

God our Saviour, Jude 25. 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Rer. xix. 16.]] 

And what is our Saviour eminently called, 
Isa. ix. 6 ? 
; Read, and repeat the verse. 

[The Instructor may lead his pupils to remark 
the contrast between the grandeur of the Divine 
iPerson, and the condition which He choSe. 
Thk Mighty God, thb Everlasting Fa- 
tHER, becomes a child, a child for us — ^to us 
a child is bom, to u^ a son is given. ^] 

Where do we find the first promise of a Sa- 
viour? [Gen. iii. 15.] 

To whom was the promise especially renewed? 
[Gen.xii. 3; xviii. 18; xxii. 18; xxvi. 4.3 

Was our Saviour the subject of prophecy ? 

Was he fpreshewn in any other way? 

[By types, of which there were different kinds. 
The siurifices, and many of the institutions under 
the law, were typical. Some places were typi- 
cal, as the cities of refuge, &c. ; and many of 
the holy persons who lived under the Old Tes- 
tament dispensation, exhibited in their charac- 
ter, offices, and actions, striking types of our 
Redeemer.] 

* We have heard childrea repeat the abore verse with 
a manifestation of pleasure ; their little Toices uttering in 
concert the glorious titles of our blessed Redeemer: — we are 
reminded of the Hosannaa which the children sang in the 
temple. Matt. xxi. 15, 1$. 
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Whom did the Holy Spirit employ to record 
the history of our Saviour? 

In what station was the Saviour bom ? 

Did he chise this station ? 

On what account did he particularly chuse 
poverty ? 

What does St. Paul say,, 2 Cor. viii. 9 ? 

There may be different reasons why our Sa- 
viour chose poverty. One reason ccrtwnly was, 
that He might set us an example of self-denial, 
humility^ and patience. — We may further be- 
lieve that He endured poverty, in order to atone 
for our pride, luxury^ and love of ease. . It is 
well worthy of remark, that Christ atoned for 
our sins by their opposites. Our sins cost the 
Son of God not only a death, but a life of 
suffering. 

Let us enter a little into the circumstanced 
of our Saviour's life. 

How did He conduct Himself towards Hb^ 
parents ? Luke ii. 51. 

What is recorded of Him at the age of twelve 
years i 

Could He not have taught the doctors 7 

fP'hy may we suppose He did not teach them ? 

[It was in the divine order that He should 
not do so. Every circumstance in the life of 
the holy Redeemer was regulated by infinite 
Wisdom. In all His actions, we may observe 
that He did nothing before the appointed tidde 
— .** mine hour/' said He to His disciples, " is 
not yet come." — The above ia one, amongst 
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mang^ mU^mi^ of His perfect hiunili^ smd 
subjection to the diviQ« wUU} 

Wliat ift said <rf J«f qfli L»k« ii. 62 ? 

How old was our Saviour wben H? Wgw to 
tfMirli? Lukein.23, 

Does it appear that before this period Hq lad 
a life of Retiremeajt ? 

Wtml instrucii0Ki may we gather from this 
ckcumstajMe ? 

What two events are recorded previous to 
ouv S&mur's enti»nce upoo hia ounistiy? 
[Hia Jftaptiam an^ Hia temptatioi^ Matt« iii« 
J3--17; iw I— H> 17, &c,] Ftom the above^ 
mentUmed draunateoc^a, we may leara tliat 
a Mfe of sttbjeciioo and vetiremeAl, ia the best 
pi^eparattou fo^ a Ufe o| usefeloese-r-that we 
must ourselves be baptized with th§ jfiiy^ 
tiAaati he&m wie are qualified to teaob ; and 
that those who have ^* suffered, being tempted," 
ave tiie most ei^nehle of syn^athiaing itith 
others, and imparting to them spiritual oomr 

fiMt* 

What may we believe to have been the 
great temptaftion by viiicfa our Saviour was 
exfifidsed, both in the wiUerp^ and during His 
whole life 7 

[We have reason to believe that the gnat 
and constant temptation of our Saviour aroae 
from His possessing a power^ which He might 
not use ybr iifimje^.^mHe posaeased the pouwr 
of God, yet He was to live as man; He was 
to }^ subJQot to all the hamiliatioDS and triala 



y Google 



OF RiPf a WAAS. 163 

of a man — Hi^ dwm^ power was to be e^r- 
cised only in the wUL and order of tbe Far^ 
tbor.^ Could our Saviour have been induced 
to depart from thia order^ He would bava 
been incapable of completing the great work 
of our Redemption. Satan knew tbia^ and 
therefore it was His direct aim to induce 
Jesus to use His cSvHie power^ cgiitrarf to 
the will of the Father. We may perceivQ tbafe 
this was one object wb«^ be endeavoured to 
persuade our Lord to change tbe at^nea inlxi^ 
breads and to cast Hieig^elf from tbet pinnacle 
of the temple, — Satan overcame tbe^^ Adaw 
by prevailing upon bi^i tp wiihdrm^ )m mil 
from the Creator, and be df aired to caimfihi^ 
his ruin, by seducing the second AdaPi^ ta mi 
Hie divine powa^ {ndependl^Ql^y c^ tbfl Fa- 
ther. When we consider the whole QpSffxut ot 
oqr Sai4our'a li£?t w^ ffhaH paro^W^ tblft nimst 
have been His great temptatioau H^ MTM 
dfifggi^d^ insu(fe{l^ i^eqivni to give ^ ^ e«n'' 
— denw»ded " by wha^ autbority" Ha ^ 
these thiugs, tauntingly asked to ^< coma down 
frcmi tbe cro^s"--yet He wp^ld give no *' rfgn/^ 
e^eit no power^ b^t^ aceordU|§; tp ^ wUl of 
Him who sent Him. Observe He couM baro 
withdrawn HimseU from suffering, yet He 
sayi " not n;y will, b^t tWne be done;" and 
when He is apprehended. He says ** Tbinbe&l 
tho\i tbat I cannot now pray tp my Father; 
and He shall presently giye me tnote tbanr 
tweiv? legions ^ an||fal9 ?' Read in oonnactipn 
with the above, John x. 17, 18. J 
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What was the first subject of our Saviour's 
preaching? [Matt. iv. 17-] 

In what manner was His life spent alter He 
began His ministry; or^ what were His chief 
employments 

How is this part of His life described by St. 
Peter, Acts X. 38? 

' Did He do good onfy to the bodies of 
men? 

' Ought toe to endeavour^ in our measure, to 
do good to men ? 

What did our Saviour do for persons that 
We cannot do ? 

What rlile of conduct does St. John give with 
lespect to the professed disciples of Jesus? 
1 John ii. 6. 
- What does St. Paul say Rom. xv. 1 — 5 ;• Phil. 

a. 3-*? 

What is ^aid in the first Epistle of St. Peter, 
di.U.3i— 35? 

' Was the life of otir Saviour one of prosperity 
and easd ; or of self-renunciation and suffering ? 
' •Testis li^ed only to suffer and to bless. 

What was His affecting reply to a certain 
scribe who proposed to follow Him? Matt. 
viii. 20. 

For what kind of persons did Jesus appear 
most deeply concerned? [Matt. ix. 12, 13; 
Lake xv.] 

Whom does He so tenderly invite to come 
to Him? Matt. xi. 28. 

Did He ever reject any on0 who came to 
Him? 
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When our Saviour appeared to reject the 
woman of Canaan, (Matt. xv. 23,) it was to try 
her Mth ; and it proved a blessed trial. 

Are we often told of the compassion of Jesus ? 
Matt^viii. 17; ix.36; xiv. 14; xv.325 xx.34; 
Marki.41, &c. 

On what occasions are we told that Jesus 
wept If Luke xix. 41 ; John xi. 35. 

tVky may we suppose that He wept at the 
grave of Lazarus ? [He wept not for Lazarun 
and his sisters, for He was about to comfort 
them. — He wept not as we weep. We may 
suppose that Jesus wept for the miseries of 
the human race, the view of which was, at 
that moment, forcibly presented to Him.) 

Did He ever retire to pray after He entered 
upon His ministry? Read Matt xiv.23; Luk^ 
vi. 12. ^ . ^ :: 

'* Cold mountains and the midnight air, « 

Witnesa'd the fervour of His prayer,*' 

What should we learn from this i 

May we derive instruction from every circum-^ 
stance in our Savioui^s life ? 

Are all the things which Jesus did and taught 
recorded? See John xx. 30; xxi. 25. 

fThy are those which we read recorded ? Read 
John XX. 31. 

Was Jesus acquainted with the state of men^i 
hearts? Matt. ix. 4 ; xii. 25 ; Luke vi. 8 ; John 
a. 34, 26. 

Did His knowledge of the evil of the humaii 
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heart lead Htm to coadeixm and abandon 
wea? 

In tbid i*eB|>ect We may particularly obderre 
the mefcy atid forbearance oif the Saviour : He 
bore with the infirmities of all ; He sought the 
good of all, by every possible means. Head 
Min vi. 64—70. Though He kaicw so Ulti- 
mately what was the stifte of Judas — and of 
F^ter^ and of all His ditdples, (John xvi. 82.) 
how grUciously did He act towards them even 
tnttlo the end ! 

In what respect were the doctrines taught by 
Jesus Christ peculiarly^ contrary, both to the 
incUnations of oiir nature, and to the opinions 
of the world?* - 

Had our Saviour a clear view of what He was 
to ailffer ? Matt. xvL 21 ; xx. 18, 19 ; Mark ix, 
31 5 Luke xviii. 31 — 33. 

Did He suffer willingly ? Mark viii. 32, 33 ; 
Luke xii.60; John x^ 18; xv. 13; xviii, IL 

• There are many Tirtues which the corrupt nature of 
man is not unwilKng t* t^^attUe. Wis mwt tvmember that 
tha flinof man lies not oolf in the jimhf 'but in the m$n(f, 
heart, and toii/. His fmdt \& often gratified -liy shining virtues^ 
but those graces which really tend to the humiliation and 
dtttmction of ulf, ate peci^JliM^^ CkAMiiah gfafce*— they are 
taught by no other ttdigS on $ rieiChar dtn Sfaey be Mooted by 
Ai^y ifther power, than by 4he«pitfit<ef Hin #ko tonghtl^ni. 
Renunciation of self- humility— not the outwafd shenr* but 
the real preference of others to ourselves— that towimew which 
fcASstiB 'nbtbnly to Mfee the h)we«l jflaiie, buttd^e Mitisfied 
nMkitwUeairis^Mii 09--»&ucb.gn^siaie4ikftit^y 4SBimMk^ 
to the inclinations of onr nature, and to the opii^(*tisbf'tli| 
world ; but they are inculcaUd by our Sa?lour M fUsnM to 
tbdlAiedSednefas oi tiisKingdom. 
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When did the prospecft bf suffeflttg es|)echllly 
afflict tlie human uatuf-e trf our Savionf ? Luke 

What Uiay ^e learn from His prayer at this 
titne? 

What niimcle tfid He perform and He wai 
about to suffer? Luke xxii. 51. 

What death did He die? 

Why SA "Hie thbo^is tMs dttith^ Gal. 
iii. 13. 

On whom Was t:fnciflxrdii usually inflicted t 

What words of anguish did Jesfts utter on 
tjie tross ? 

What \^as His pYa.yeY iat thosie vfrho put Jftiui 
to death ? Luke xxiii. 34. 

Whkt should ive karn fi-otn ihe forgiving 
spirit of J^esus ? 

Were the Jetvs aloiiie the cause of Hh 
death? 

J^At) caused it? 

W'e have seert that ih-e life of 1*« Savit)lir i^ 
out e?rtrttaf*e ; butivhtft ^a* the great tnd 'Of 
His coming into thfe l^rkl ? 

How 'are ydti concern^ 4n the t&dnng df tt* 
Saviour ? 

Wh^t does St. P€?fcef «^, A6tA ir. 12? « mt- 
fheris th^e'mlfMtibnih (Hty^thbr; fbrfhet^is 
none other name under heaven 'giv^ '^ttnwh^ 
men, whereby we must be saved.** And Acts x. 
43 ? And St. Paul, Acts xiii. 89; «»^ 1 Ti». 
i. 15? . 
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Do you think you could be saved without 
the atonement of Jesus Christ, if you were 
always, from this time forward, to strive to do 
what IS right ? Why not I [On two accounts 
especially—- because all we can do must be 
utterly imperfect ; and because we need atone- 
ment for past sins.] Read Gal. iii. 10 — 13; 
21, 22 ; and Rom. iii. 20—26. 

What is the desert of sin that is not pardoned, 
or taken away ? Rom. vi. 23. 

Can you escape the consequences of sin, if 
yo\x neglect the Saviour? [Heb. ii. 3, &c.] 

Is it enough for you to know in your mind 
that Christ died — and that His death is sufficient 
for your salvation ? 

Is not sometibing more than the power of man 
required, in ordar that you may obtain salvation 
by the death of Christ ? 

Do you desire to be saved by His death ? 

Go then to this gracious Saviour, and tell 
Him, you do not know how to believe in Him, 
and love Him as you ought, b.ut that you desire 
to do so — ^that you would love Him more and 
more. Be encouraged to trust in Him ; doubt 
not that you will freely receive His mercy. 
Beseech Him to strengthen and increase in you 
the grace which you have received, and to lead 
you, by the Spirit of His love, in the way of 
everlasting life. 



Dennett, Printer, 
V Lentlier Lane, London. 
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